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has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering (Level B 
harassment). 

Summary of Request 
On August 10, 2015, we received an 

adequate and complete request from 
NWFSC for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to fisheries 
research activities. On June 13, 2016 (81 
FR 38516), we published a notice of 
proposed rulemaking in the Federal 
Register, requesting comments and 
information related to the proposed rule 
for thirty days. The final rule was 
published in the Federal Register on 
July 27, 2018 (83 FR 36370). For 
detailed information on this action, 
please refer to those documents. The 
regulations include mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting requirements 
for the incidental take of marine 
mammals during fisheries research 
activities in the specified geographic 
region. 

NWFSC conducts fisheries research 
using trawl gear used at various levels 
in the water column, longlines with 
multiple hooks, seine nets, and other 
gear. If a marine mammal interacts with 
gear deployed by NWFSC, the outcome 
could potentially be Level A 
harassment, serious injury (i.e., any 
injury that will likely result in 
mortality), or mortality. We pooled the 
estimated number of incidents of take 
resulting from gear interactions and 
assessed the potential impacts 
accordingly. NWFSC also uses various 
active acoustic devices in the conduct of 
fisheries research, and use of these 
devices has the potential to result in 
Level B harassment of marine mammals. 
Level B harassment of pinnipeds hauled 
out on land may also occur as a result 
of visual disturbance from vessels 
conducting NWFSC research. NWFSC is 
authorized to take individuals of sixteen 
species by Level A harassment, serious 
injury, or mortality and of 28 species by 
Level B harassment. 

Authorization 
We have issued an LOA to NWFSC 

authorizing the take of marine mammals 
incidental to fishery research activities, 
as described above. Take of marine 
mammals will be minimized through 
implementation of the following 
mitigation measures: (1) Implementation 
of a ‘‘move-on’’ rule in certain 
circumstances that is expected to reduce 

the potential for physical interaction 
with marine mammals; (2) use of a 
marine mammal excluder device in 
certain trawl nets; and (3) use of 
acoustic deterrent devices on certain 
trawl nets. Additionally, the rule 
includes an adaptive management 
component that allows for timely 
modification of mitigation or monitoring 
measures based on new information, 
when appropriate. The NWFSC will 
submit reports as required. 

Based on these findings and the 
information discussed in the preamble 
to the final rule, the activities described 
under these LOAs will have a negligible 
impact on marine mammal stocks and 
will not have an unmitigable adverse 
impact on the availability of the affected 
marine mammal stock for subsistence 
uses. 

Dated: August 27, 2018. 
Cathryn E. Tortorici, 
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2018–20186 Filed 9–17–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act. 

Agency: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Title: Aleutian Islands Pollock Fishery 
Requirements. 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0513. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Request: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved collection). 
Number of Respondents: 1. 
Average Hours per Response: 16. 
Burden Hours: 16. 
Needs and Uses: This request is for 

extension of a currently approved 
collection. 

Amendment 82 to the Fishery 
Management Plan for Groundfish of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Management Area (FMP) established a 
framework for the management of the 
Aleutian Islands subarea (AI) directed 
pollock fishery. An AI pollock fishery 
was allocated to the Aleut Corporation, 
Adak, Alaska, for the purpose of 
economic development in Adak, Alaska. 
The Aleut Corporation is identified in 
Public Law 108–199 as a business 

incorporated pursuant to the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 
1601 et seq.). Regulations implementing 
the FMP appear at 50 CFR part 679. 

Each year at least 14 days before 
harvesting pollock or processing pollock 
in the AI directed pollock fishery, the 
Aleut Corporation selects harvesting 
vessels and processors for participation 
in this fishery. The Aleut Corporation 
submits its selected participants to the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) for approval. On approval, 
NMFS mails the Aleut Corporation a 
letter that includes a list of the approved 
participants. A copy of this letter must 
be retained on board each participating 
vessel and on site each shoreside 
processor at all times. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; individuals or 
households. 

Frequency: Annually. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 

Dated: September 13, 2018. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–20212 Filed 9–17–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Coastal and 
Estuarine Land Conservation Planning, 
Protection or Restoration 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before November 19, 
2018. 
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ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Jennifer Jessup, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
internet at docpra@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information 
should be directed to Patmarie Nedelka, 
(301) 713–3155 ext. 127 or 
Patmarie.Nedelka@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

This request is for extension of a 
currently approved information 
collection. NOAA has, or is given, 
authority under the Coastal Zone 
Management Act (CZMA), annual 
appropriations or other authorities, to 
issue funds to coastal states, localities or 
other recipients for planning, 
conservation, acquisition, protection, 
restoration, or construction projects. 
The required information enables 
NOAA to implement the CELCP, under 
its current or future authorization, and 
facilitate the review of similar projects 
under different, but related, authorities. 

This includes projects funded 
through: 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Land 
Conservation Program (CZMA Section 
307A) to protect important coastal and 
estuarine areas that have significant 
conservation, recreation, ecological, 
historical, or aesthetic values, or that are 
threatened by conversion, and 
procedures for eligible applicants who 
choose to participate in the program to 
use when developing state conservation 
plans, proposing or soliciting projects 
under this program, applying for funds, 
and carrying out projects under this 
program in a manner that is consistent 
with the purposes of the program 
pursuant to program guidelines which 
can be found on NOAA’s website at: 
www.coast.noaa.gov/czm/ 
landconservation/ or may be obtained 
upon request via the contact 
information listed above. 

• The National Estuarine Research 
Reserve System (CZMA Section 315) 
Land Acquisition and Construction 
program. 

• The Coastal Zone Management 
Program’s low-cost acquisition and 
construction program (CZMA Section 
306A), or the 

• Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act. 

II. Method of Collection 

Electronic formats are the preferred 
method for submitting CELCP plans, 
project applications, performance 
reports and other required materials. 

However, respondents may submit 
materials in electronic or paper formats. 
Project applications are normally 
submitted electronically via Grants.gov, 
but may be submitted by mail in paper 
form if electronic submittal is not a 
viable option. Methods of submittal for 
plans, performance reports or other 
required materials may include 
electronic submittal via email or NOAA 
Grants Online, mail and facsimile 
transmission of paper forms, or 
submittal of electronic files on compact 
disc. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0459. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission 

(extension of a currently approved 
information collection). 

Affected Public: State, Local, or Tribal 
Government; not-for-profit institutions. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
50. 

Estimated Time per Response: CELCP 
Plans, 120 hours to develop, 35 hours to 
revise or update; project application and 
checklist, 20 hours; semi-annual and 
annual reporting, 5 hours each. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,410. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $205 in recordkeeping/reporting 
costs. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: September 13, 2018. 
Sarah Brabson, 
NOAA PRA Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2018–20208 Filed 9–17–18; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–08–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

The Department of Commerce will 
submit to the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) for clearance the 
following proposal for collection of 
information under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 35). 

Agency: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 

Title: Application for Commercial 
Fisheries Authorization Under Section 
118 of the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act. 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0293. 
Form Number(s): None. 
Type of Request: Regular (extension of 

a currently approved information 
collection). 

Number of Respondents: 600. 
Average Hours per Response: 15 

minutes. 
Burden Hours: 150. 
Needs and Uses: This request is for 

extension of a currently approved 
information collection. 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
requires any commercial fisherman 
operating in Category I and II fisheries 
to register for a certificate of 
authorization that will allow the 
fisherman to take marine mammals 
incidental to commercial fishing 
operations. Category I and II fisheries 
are those identified by NOAA as having 
either frequent or occasional takings of 
marine mammals. All states have 
integrated the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) registration process into 
the existing state fishery registration 
process and vessel owners do not need 
to file a separate federal registration. If 
applicable, vessel owners will be 
notified of this simplified registration 
process when they apply for their state 
or Federal permit or license. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; Individuals or 
households. 

Frequency: Annually. 
Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory. 
This information collection request 

may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow 
the instructions to view Department of 
Commerce collections currently under 
review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be sent 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395–5806. 
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