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approval from the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for the information
collection described below. In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act and OMB procedures,
SBA is publishing this notice to allow
all interested member of the public an
additional 30 days to provide comments
on the proposed collection of
information.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
April 29, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for this information
collection request should be sent within
30 days of publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection request by selecting ““Small
Business Administration”; “Currently
Under Review,” then select the “Only
Show ICR for Public Comment”
checkbox. This information collection
can be identified by title and/or OMB
Control Number.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: You
may obtain a copy of the information
collection and supporting documents
from the Agency Clearance Office at
Curtis.Rich@sba.gov; (202) 205-7030, or
from www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Small
Business Administration Surety Bond
Guarantee Program was created to
encourage surety companies to provide
bonding for small contractors. The
information collected on the form from
surety companies will be used to update
the status of successfully completed
contracts and to provide a final
accounting of contractor and surety fees
due to SBA.

Solicitation of Public Comments

Comments may be submitted on (a)
whether the collection of information is
necessary for the agency to properly
perform its functions; (b) whether the
burden estimates are accurate; (c)
whether there are ways to minimize the
burden, including through the use of
automated techniques or other forms of
information technology; and (d) whether
there are ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information.

OMB Control 3245-0395.

Title: Quarterly Contract Completion
Report.

Description of Respondents: Surety
companies.

SBA Form Number: 2461.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
41.

Estimated Annual Responses: 164.

Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 164.

Curtis Rich,

Agency Clearance Officer.

[FR Doc. 2024-06677 Filed 3—28—24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8026-09-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
[Disaster Declaration #0164 and #0165;
South Carolina Disaster Number SC—-20003]

Administrative Declaration of a
Disaster for the State of South Carolina

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business
Administration.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is a notice of an
Administrative declaration of a disaster
for the State of South Carolina dated
03/22/2024.

Incident: Tornado.

Incident Period: 01/09/2024.

DATES: Issued on 03/22/2024.

Physical Loan Application Deadline
Date: 05/21/2024.

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan
Application Deadline Date: 12/23/2024.
ADDRESSES: Visit the MySBA Loan
Portal at https://lending.sba.gov to
apply for a disaster assistance loan.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Vanessa Morgan, Office of Disaster

Recovery & Resilience, U.S. Small

Business Administration, 409 3rd Street

SW, Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416,

(202) 205-6734.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is

hereby given that as a result of the

Administrator’s disaster declaration,

applications for disaster loans may be

submitted online using the MySBA

Loan Portal https://lending.sba.gov or

other locally announced locations.

Please contact the SBA disaster

assistance customer service center by

email at disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov or by phone at 1-800-659-2955
for further assistance.

The following areas have been
determined to be adversely affected by
the disaster:

Primary Counties: Bamberg.

Contiguous Counties: South Carolina:
Allendale, Barnwell, Colleton,
Hampton, Orangeburg.

The Interest Rates are:

Percent
For Physical Damage:

Homeowners with Credit Avail-

able Elsewhere .................... 5.375
Homeowners without Credit

Available Elsewhere ............ 2.688
Businesses with Credit Avail-

able Elsewhere .................... 8.000

Percent

Businesses without Credit
Available Elsewhere

Non-Profit Organizations with
Credit Available Elsewhere

Non-Profit Organizations with-
out Credit Available Else-
where

For Economic Injury:

Business and Small Agricul-
tural Cooperatives without
Credit Available Elsewhere

Non-Profit Organizations with-
out Credit Available Else-
where

4.000

3.250

3.250

4.000

3.250

The number assigned to this disaster
for physical damage is 20164C and for
economic injury is 201650.

The State which received an EIDL
Declaration is South Carolina.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number 59008)

Isabella Guzman,

Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2024—-06671 Filed 3—28-24; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 8026-09-P

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
[Docket No. Docket No. FD 36652]

Green Eagle Railroad—Construction
and Operation Exemption—Line of
Railroad in Maverick County, Texas

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board.
ACTION: Notice of intent (NOI) to prepare
an environmental impact statement
(EIS); notice of initiation of the scoping
process; request for comments on scope
of EIS, and notice of public scoping
meetings.

SUMMARY: On December 14, 2023, Green
Eagle Railroad, LLC (GER), a subsidiary
of Puerto Verde Holdings (PVH), filed a
petition with the Surface Transportation
Board (Board) for authority to construct
and operate approximately 1.3 miles of
new common carrier rail line (the Line)
in Maverick County, Texas. The Line
would extend from the United States/
Mexico border to the existing Union
Pacific Railroad (UP) connection at
approximate UP milepost 31. The Line
would be part of a larger project
proposed by PVH, the Puerto Verde
Global Trade Bridge (PVGTB Project),
consisting of a new trade corridor for
freight rail and commercial motor
vehicles between Piedras Negras,
Coahuila, Mexico, and Eagle Pass,
Texas, United States. The Board’s Office
of Environmental Analysis (OEA)
determined that the construction and
operation of the Line has the potential
to result in significant environmental
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impacts; therefore, the preparation of an
EIS is appropriate pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). In addition to the Line, the
PVGTB Project in the United States
includes an approximately 1.3-mile
roadway and other infrastructure as
described below. Only the Line requires
licensing authority from the Board. The
Line and the roadway would cross the
Rio Grande River via two new bridges.
Separately from the Board’s final
decision on GER’s petition, the
proposed bridges would require permits
from the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE). USCG will participate as a
Cooperating Agency in the EIS process.
DATES: Comments on the scope of the
EIS are due by April 29, 2024. In
addition to receiving written comments
on the scope of the EIS, OEA will host
three public scoping meetings: two in-
person public meetings on April 16,
2024, and a virtual public meeting on
April 23, 2024. See below for additional
details.

ADDRESSES: Interested parties are
encouraged to file scoping comments
electronically through the Board’s
website at www.stb.gov by clicking on
the “File an Environmental Comment”
link. Scoping comments submitted by
mail should be addressed to: Andrea
Poole, Surface Transportation Board, c/
o VHB, Attention: Environmental Filing,
Docket No. FD 36652, 1001 G Street
NW, Suite 1125, Washington, DC 20001.
Please refer to Docket No. FD 36652 in
all correspondence, including E-filings,
addressed to the Board.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrea Poole, Office of Environmental
Analysis, Surface Transportation Board,
c¢/o VHB, 1001 G Street NW, Suite 1125,
Washington, DC 20001; send an email to
contact@greeneaglerreis.com; or call
either (202) 493—0624 or (888) 319—
2337. If you require an accommodation
under the Americans with Disabilities
Act in order to submit a comment,
please call (202) 245-0245. For
information about the environmental
review process for the Line and the EIS,
you may visit the Board-sponsored
Project website at
www.greeneaglerreis.com or the Board’s
website at www.stb.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose and Need for the Proposed
Action

Board authority is required for the
construction and operation of a new
common carrier railroad line such as
this (49 U.S.C. 10901; 49 U.S.C. 10502).
The proposed federal action here is the
Board’s decision to authorize with

appropriate conditions or to deny GER’s
request for authority to construct and
operate the Line. The Line is not a
federal government-proposed or
sponsored project. Thus, the project’s
purpose and need should be informed
by both the private applicant’s goals and
the Board’s enabling statute—the
Interstate Commerce Act as amended by
the ICC Termination Act, Public Law
104-188, 109 Stat. 803 (1996).

GER’s purpose for constructing and
operating the Line is to develop an
economically viable solution to meet the
need for border infrastructure
improvements at Eagle Pass that
increases safety and facilitates
binational trade between the United
States and Mexico. According to GER,
the Line would resolve rail and truck
congestion, reduce cross border wait
times and route rail traffic around the
urban center of Eagle Pass.

Proposed Action

The Line would be a secure, double-
tracked rail corridor with no roadway/
rail at-grade crossings extending from
the interchange point with UP at
approximate UP milepost 31 on the
Eagle Pass Subdivision near UP’s Clark’s
Park yard for approximately 1.3 miles
southwest to the United States/Mexico
border. The Line would cross the Rio
Grande River on a newly constructed
bridge. The Line would be fully fenced,
monitored, and patrolled by security
personnel. In addition to the Line,
which requires Board authority, the
PVGTB Project would include a new
commercial motor vehicle roadway that
would cross the Rio Grande on a new
bridge; a control tower; and inspection
facilities for both the Line and the
roadway. U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) would operate the
inspection facilities. PVH would either
lease the facilities to CBP; transfer
ownership of the facilities to the
General Services Administration (GSA);
or operate the inspection facilities as a
privately owned Central Examination
Station as outlined in 19 CFR part 118.
A variety of commodities would move
to and from Mexico over the Line and
roadway. Trains operating on the Line
would consist of approximately 150 cars
with two locomotives on the front end
and one on the rear end, for an
approximate train length of 9,300 feet.
Parts of the PVGTB Project other than
the Line are outside the jurisdiction of
the Board but will be considered as
appropriate when evaluating
environmental impacts of the Line in
the EIS.

Alternatives

The preliminary alternatives being
considered by OEA include authorizing
the Line (Proposed Action) and the No-
Action alternative. OEA reviewed
alternative routes for the Line that GER
had evaluated. Compared to the
Proposed Action, these routes appear to
raise substantial operational feasibility
issues and would have greater
environmental impacts than the
Proposed Action, including a greater
number of residences and structures
displaced, more stream crossings,
potential for several roadway/rail at-
grade road crossings, and impacts to a
park. Therefore, OEA intends to analyze
only the Proposed Action and the No-
Action alternative in the EIS. OEA
welcomes oral and written comments on
alternatives during scoping.

EIS and Board Process

The first stage of the EIS process is
scoping. Scoping is an open process for
determining the range of issues that
should be examined and assessed in the
EIS. Following scoping, OEA will
prepare a Draft EIS that analyzes the
construction and operation of the Line,
including those issues raised during the
scoping period, as appropriate. The
Draft EIS will identify and analyze
reasonable alternatives and set forth
OEA’s preliminary recommendations for
environmental mitigation measures. The
Draft EIS will be made available for
public and agency review and comment
for 45 days. OEA will then prepare and
issue a Final EIS that addresses the
substantive comments on the Draft EIS
and sets forth OEA’s final recommended
environmental mitigation. The Board
will consider the Draft EIS, the Final
EIS, public comments, and any final
environmental mitigation proposed by
OEA, as well as the transportation
merits, in reaching its decision on GER’s
request for authority to construct and
operate the Line.

The scope of the issues that will be
analyzed in the Draft EIS may include
potential impacts related to:

e Transportation
Air quality and climate change
Noise and vibration
Biological resources
Water resources
Visual resources
Cultural resources
Land use
Geology and soils
Energy resources
Socioeconomics
Environmental justice
Cumulative impacts

¢ Transboundary impacts, as
appropriate
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Anticipated Permits and Other
Authorizations

Based on information provided by
GER and PVH and through OEA’s
ongoing discussions with federal and
state agencies, OEA anticipates the
following permits and authorizations
would be required to construct and
operate the Line and the PVGTB Project:

¢ Clean Water Action section 401
certification and section 402 and 404
permits

¢ Rivers and Harbors Act section 9
and 10 permits

e Endangered Species Act section 7
compliance

e National Historic Preservation Act
section 106 compliance

¢ International Boundary and Water
Commission authorization for work in
the bed and bank of the international
stretch of the Rio Grande

e Presidential Permit

e Texas General Land Office (GLO)
easement authorization for the bed of
the Rio Grande to the international
boundary line

e Maverick County development
permits, including a floodplain
development permit

Schedule for the Decision-Making
Process

Following issuance of the NOI, OEA
will coordinate with USCG to develop
the Draft EIS. Formal consultation under
the Endangered Species Act (16 U.S.C.
1531-1544), if required, and compliance
with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (54 U.S.C.
306108), may affect some of the
anticipated timeframes. A preliminary
schedule for this proceeding is set forth
below:

e Scoping: Second Quarter 2024

e Draft EIS and Public and Agency
Comment Period: Second Quarter 2025

e Final EIS: Fourth Quarter 2025

¢ Board’s final decision and all
required permits from other agencies:
Prior to construction

Request for Comments

In addition to announcing that the
Board will prepare an EIS for this
proposed action, through this NOI, OEA
is soliciting written comments on the
scope of the EIS, identification of
potential alternatives, and information
and analyses relevant to the EIS. As part
of the scoping process, OEA will hold
public meetings to gather input from the
public (see dates and locations below).
After the close of the scoping comment
period on April 29, 2024, OEA will
review and address all comments as part
of the environmental review process.

Scoping Meeting Dates: OEA will hold
three public scoping meetings on the

following dates (times in Central
Standard Time).

e Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. in person at the Eagle Pass
International Center for Trade, 3295 Bob
Rogers Drive, Eagle Pass, TX 78852

e Tuesday, April 16, 2024, 6 to 8 p.m.
in person at the same location

e Tuesday, April 23, 2024, 6 to 8 p.m.
online (for information on how to access
the online meeting, visit
www.greeneaglerreis.com).

The public meetings will consist of an
open house session followed by a public
comment session. At the public
comment session, OEA will give a brief
presentation and then members of the
public will have the opportunity to
speak. Each participant will be given
three minutes in which to provide
comments. Oral comments will be
recorded. Persons wishing to make an
oral comment are encouraged, but not
required, to pre-register. To pre-register
or for more information on how to
attend the public scoping meetings,
please visit the public involvement page
on the Board-sponsored Project website
(www.greeneaglerreis.com). OEA will
consider all comments equally
regardless of how the comments are
received. It is not necessary to attend a
public scoping meeting to provide
scoping comments. OEA will be
accepting comments through the
scoping comment period, which ends
on April 29, 2024.

Submitting Comments: Interested
parties are encouraged to file their
scoping comments electronically
through the Board’s website at
www.stb.gov by clicking on the “File an
Environmental Comment” link. Please
refer to Docket No. FD 36652 in all
correspondence, including E-filings,
addressed to the Board. Scoping
comments may also be submitted by
mail to: Andrea Poole, Surface
Transportation Board, c/o VHB,
Attention: Environmental Filing, Docket
No. FD 36652, 1001 G Street NW, Suite
1125, Washington, DC 20001. All
comments received will become part of
the public record and will be available
on the Board’s website.

By the Board, Danielle Gosselin, Director,
Office of Environmental Analysis.
Eden Besera,
Clearance Clerk.
[FR Doc. 2024—06688 Filed 3—28-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4915-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Notice of Funding Opportunity for the
FY 2023-FY 2024 Consolidated Rail
Infrastructure and Safety
Improvements Program

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of funding opportunity
(NOFO or notice).

SUMMARY: This notice details the
application requirements and
procedures to obtain grant funding for
eligible projects under the Consolidated
Rail Infrastructure and Safety
Improvements Program for Fiscal Years
2023 and 2024. This notice solicits
applications for program funds made
available by the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2023, Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2024, and the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.
This notice also solicits applications for
projects under the Magnetic Levitation
Technology Deployment Program,
funded by the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2021. The
opportunity described in this notice is
made available under Assistance
Listings Number 20.325, “Consolidated
Rail Infrastructure and Safety
Improvements,” and Assistance Listings
Number 20.318, “Maglev Project
Selection—SAFETEA-LU.”

DATES: Applications for funding under
this solicitation are due no later than
11:59 p.m. EST, May 28, 2024.
Applications that are incomplete or
received after 11:59 p.m. EST, on May
28, 2024 will not be considered for
funding. See section D of this notice for
additional information on the
application process.

ADDRESSES: Applications must be
submitted via www.Grants.gov. Only
applicants who comply with all
submission requirements described in
this notice and submit applications
through www.Grants.gov will be eligible
for award. For any supporting
application materials that an applicant
is unable to submit via www.Grants.gov
(such as oversized engineering
drawings), an applicant may submit an
original and two (2) copies to Ms.
Deborah Kobrin, Office of Rail Program
Development, Federal Railroad
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Room W38-212,
Washington, DC 20590. However, due to
delays caused by enhanced screening of
mail delivered via the U.S. Postal
Service, applicants are advised to use
other means of conveyance (such as
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