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excluded from or ineligible for a Federal
award; and (8) alternative funding
sources available to the organization,
including amounts received from other
grants and contributors and the
endowment and resources of the
institution sponsoring the organization.

For programs where all or the
majority of cases will be placed with
volunteers, we will also consider the
following: (1) the quality of the
representatives (attorneys, certified
public accountants, or enrolled agents
who have agreed to accept taxpayer
referrals from an LITC and provide
representation or consultation services
free of charge); and (2) the ability of the
organization to monitor referrals and
ensure that the pro bono representatives
are handling the cases properly,
including taking timely case actions and
ensuring services are offered for free or
a nominal fee.

Applications and requests for
continued funding that pass the
eligibility screening process will then be
subject to technical review. An
organization submitting a request for
continued funding for the second or
third year of a multi-year grant will be
required to submit an abbreviated Non-
competing Continuation Request and
will be subject to a streamlined
screening process. Details regarding the
scoring process can be found in
Publication 3319. The final funding
decisions are made by the National
Taxpayer Advocate. The costs of
preparing and applying are the
responsibility of each applicant.
Applications may be released in
response to Freedom of Information Act

requests after any necessary redactions
are made. Therefore, applicants must
not include any individual taxpayer
information. The IRS will notify each
applicant in writing once funding
decisions have been made.

Erin Collins,

National Taxpayer Advocate.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Notice of Meeting: Cooperative Studies
Scientific Evaluation Committee

The Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) gives notice under the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. Ch.
10, that the Cooperative Studies
Scientific Evaluation Committee
(CSSEC) will hold its virtual meeting on
May 23, 2024, via MS Teams from 10
a.m.—4 p.m. EST.

The Committee provides expert
advice on VA cooperative studies,
multi-site clinical research activities
and policies related to conducting and
managing these efforts. The session will
be open to the public for the first 2
hours of the meeting (approximately) for
the discussion of administrative matters
and the general status of the program.
The remaining portion of the meeting
will be closed to the public for the
Committee’s review, discussion and
evaluation of future research and
development applications.

During the closed portion of the
meeting, the Committee’s discussions

and recommendations will address the
qualifications of the personnel
conducting the studies, and staff and
consultant critiques of research
proposals and similar documents.
Premature disclosure of this research
information to the public could
significantly obstruct implementation of
approved research activities. As
provided by Public Law 92—-463
subsection 10(d), and amended by
Public Law 94—409, closing the
Committee meeting is in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(6) and (9)(B).

The Committee will accept oral
comments from the public during a 30-
minute public comment period in the
open portion of the meeting. Individual
stakeholders will be afforded up to 3
minutes to express their comments.
Members of the public who wish to
attend the open teleconference should
call 872-701-0185, conference ID 481
139 269#. Those who plan to attend or
would like additional information
should contact David Burnaska,
Program Manager, Cooperative Studies
Program (14RD), Department of Veterans
Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20420, at
David.Burnaska@va.gov. Those wishing
to submit written comments may send
them to Mr. Burnaska at the same
address and email.

Dated: April 17, 2024.
LaTonya L. Small,

Federal Advisory Committee Management
Officer.
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