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hold its Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI) 
Deep 7 Bottomfish (BF) Risk of 
Overfishing (P*) Working Group (WG), 
MHI Social, Economic, Ecological, and 
Management WG to discuss and make 
recommendations on fishery 
management issues in the Western 
Pacific Region. 
DATES: The meetings will be held on 
May 7, 2024. For specific times and 
agendas, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: The Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold its Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI) 
Deep 7 Bottomfish (BF) Risk of 
Overfishing (P*) Working Group (WG), 
MHI Social, Economic, Ecological, and 
Management (SEEM) WG meetings will 
be held in a hybrid format with in- 
person and remote participation (Google 
Meets) options available for the 
members and the public. In person 
attendance for members and public will 
be hosted at the Council office, 1164 
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI 
96813. Instructions for connecting to the 
web conference and providing oral 
public comments will be posted on the 
Council website at www.wpcouncil.org. 
For assistance with the web conference 
connection, contact the Council office at 
(808) 522–8220. 

Council address: Western Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 1164 
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI 
96813. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Contact Kitty M. Simonds, Executive 
Director, Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council; phone: (808) 522– 
8220. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The MHI 
Deep 7 P* WG will meet on Tuesday, 
May 7, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., MHI 
Deep 7 SEEM WG will meet on 
Tuesday, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. All times 
listed in HST. 

Public Comment periods will be 
provided in the agendas. The order in 
which agenda items are addressed may 
change. The meetings will run as late as 
necessary to complete scheduled 
business. 

Schedule and Agenda for the MHI Deep 
7 Bottomfish P* Working Group 

Tuesday, May 7, 2024, 9 a.m.–12 p.m. 
(Hawaii Standard Time) 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
2. Recommendations from previous 

Council meetings 
3. Overview of the P* process 
4. Report on 2023 Benchmark Stock 

Assessment for the MHI Deep 7 
5. Working group scoring session 

a. Assessment information 

b. Uncertainty characterization 
c. Stock status 
d. Productivity and susceptibility 

6. General Discussion 
7. Public Comment 
8. Summary of scores and P* 

Recommendations 

Schedule and Agenda for the MHI Deep 
7 Bottomfish SEEM Working Group 

Tuesday, May 7, 2024, 1 p.m.–4 p.m. 
(Hawaii Standard Time) 

1. Introductions 
2. Overview of the SEEM process 
3. Scoring of the SEEM Dimensions and 

Criteria Scores 
a. Social 
b. Economic 
c. Ecological 
d. Monitoring 
e. Management Uncertainty 

4. Finalizing the SEEM scores 
5. Public Comment 
6. Summary of scores and SEEM 

Recommendations 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are accessible to 
people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Kitty M. Simonds, (808) 522–8220 
(voice) or (808) 522–8226 (fax), at least 
5 days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: April 18, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–08652 Filed 4–22–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD891] 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The MAFMC will hold a 
public meeting (webinar) of its Spiny 
Dogfish Advisory Panel. See 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for agenda 
details. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 9, 2024, from 5 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: Webinar connection 
information will be posted to the 

calendar prior to the meeting at 
www.mafmc.org. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 674–2331; 
www.mafmc.org. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, telephone: (302) 
526–5255. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The main 
purpose of the meeting is for the 
Advisory Panel (AP) to create a Fishery 
Performance Report that includes 
advisor input on specifications and 
management measures for spiny 
dogfish. While a management track 
assessment was used in 2023 to set 
2024–2026 specifications, multi-year 
specifications are reviewed each year. 
The MAFMC will consider the Fishery 
Performance Report later in 2024 when 
2025 spiny dogfish specifications are 
reviewed. Public comments will also be 
taken. 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aid should be directed to 
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526–5251, at 
least 5 days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: April 18, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–08654 Filed 4–22–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD835] 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to the Port of 
Nome Modification Project in Nome, 
Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of incidental 
harassment authorization. 

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request 
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE) for the reissuance of a 
previously issued incidental harassment 
authorization (IHA) with the only 
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change being effective dates. The initial 
IHA authorized take of 10 species of 
marine mammals, by Level B 
harassment only, incidental to 
construction activities associated with 
the Port of Nome Modification Project in 
Nome, Alaska. The project has been 
delayed by 1 year and none of the work 
covered in the initial IHA has been 
conducted. The initial IHA was effective 
from May 1, 2024 through April 30, 
2025. USACE has requested reissuance 
with new effective dates of May 1, 2025 
through April 30, 2026. The scope of the 
activities and anticipated effects remain 
the same, authorized take numbers are 
not changed, and the required 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
remains the same as included in the 
initial IHA. NMFS is, therefore, issuing 
a second identical IHA to cover the 
incidental take analyzed and authorized 
in the initial IHA. 
DATES: This authorization is effective 
from May 1, 2025 through April 30, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: An electronic copy of the 
final 2023 IHA previously issued to 
USACE, the USACE’s application, and 
the Federal Register notices proposing 
and issuing the initial IHA may be 
obtained by visiting https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/ 
marine-mammal-protection/incidental- 
take-authorizations-construction- 
activities. In case of problems accessing 
these documents, please call the contact 
listed below (see FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Leah Davis, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 

Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA; 
16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct the 
Secretary of Commerce (as delegated to 
NMFS) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional, taking of 
small numbers of marine mammals by 
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified 
activity (other than commercial fishing) 
within a specified geographical region if 
certain findings are made and either 
regulations are issued or, if the taking is 
limited to harassment, a notice of a 
proposed authorization is provided to 
the public for review. 

An authorization for incidental 
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds 
that the taking will have a negligible 
impact on the species or stock(s), will 
not have an unmitigable adverse impact 
on the availability of the species or 
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where 
relevant), and if the permissible 

methods of taking and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of such takings are set 
forth. 

NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect 
the species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival. 

The MMPA states that the term ‘‘take’’ 
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or 
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill 
any marine mammal. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i) 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering (Level B 
harassment). 

Summary of Request 
On September 7, 2023, NMFS 

published final notice of our issuance of 
an IHA authorizing take of marine 
mammals incidental to the Port of Nome 
Modification Project in Nome, Alaska 
(88 FR 61806). The effective dates of 
that IHA were May 1, 2024 through 
April 30, 2025. On March 4, 2024, 
USACE informed NMFS that the project 
would be delayed by one year. None of 
the work identified in the initial IHA 
(e.g., pile driving and removal) has 
occurred. USACE subsequently 
submitted a request on March 18, 2024 
for NMFS to reissue an identical IHA 
that would be effective from May 1, 
2025 through April 30, 2026, in order to 
conduct the construction work that was 
analyzed and authorized through the 
previously issued IHA. Therefore, 
reissuance of the IHA is appropriate. 

Summary of Specified Activity and 
Anticipated Impacts 

The planned activities (including 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting), 
authorized incidental take, and 
anticipated impacts on the affected 
stocks are the same as those analyzed 
and authorized through the previously 
issued IHA. 

The City of Nome and USACE are 
proposing to expand the Port of Nome 
to provide much-needed additional 
capacity to serve the Arctic as well as 
to alleviate congestion at the existing 
port facilities. This IHA would 
authorize take associated with Year 1 of 

Phase 1 of the project only. The 
location, timing, and nature of the 
activities, including the types of 
equipment planned for use, are identical 
to those described in the initial IHA. 
The mitigation and monitoring are also 
as prescribed in the initial IHA. 

Species that are expected to be taken 
by the planned activity include 
bowhead whale (Balaena mysticetus), 
minke whale (Balaenoptera 
acutorostrata), gray whale (Eschrichtius 
robustus), killer whale (Orcinus orca), 
harbor porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), 
beluga whale (Delphinapterus leucas), 
Steller sea lion (Eumetopias jubatus), 
spotted seal (Phoca largha), ringed seal 
(Pusa hispida), ribbon seal 
(Histriophoca fasciata), bearded seal 
(Erignathus barbatus). A description of 
the methods and inputs used to estimate 
take anticipated to occur and, 
ultimately, the take that was authorized 
is found in the previous documents 
referenced above. The data inputs and 
methods of estimating take are identical 
to those used in the initial IHA. NMFS 
has reviewed recent Stock Assessment 
Reports (SAR), information on relevant 
Unusual Mortality Events, and recent 
scientific literature. While the bowhead 
whale (Western Arctic stock) stock 
assessment information was updated in 
the draft 2023 SAR, NMFS determined 
that no new information affects our 
original analysis of impacts or take 
estimate under the initial IHA. 

We refer to the documents related to 
the previously issued IHA, which 
include the Federal Register notice of 
the issuance of the initial 2023 IHA for 
the USACE’s construction work (88 FR 
61806, September 7, 2023), USACE’s 
application, the Federal Register notice 
of the proposed IHA (88 FR 27464, May 
2, 2023), and all associated references 
and documents. 

Determinations 
The USACE will conduct activities as 

analyzed in the initial 2023 IHA. As 
described above, the number of 
authorized takes of the same species and 
stocks of marine mammals are identical 
to the numbers that were found to meet 
the negligible impact small numbers 
standards and authorized under the 
initial IHA and no new information has 
emerged that would change those 
findings. The reissued 2024 IHA 
includes identical required mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting measures as 
the initial IHA, and there is no new 
information suggesting that our analysis 
or findings should change. 

Based on the information contained 
here and in the referenced documents, 
NMFS has determined the following: (1) 
the required mitigation measures will 
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effect the least practicable impact on 
marine mammal species or stocks and 
their habitat; (2) the authorized takes 
will have a negligible impact on the 
affected marine mammal species or 
stocks; (3) the authorized takes 
represent small numbers of marine 
mammals relative to the affected stock 
abundances; and (4) USACE’s activities 
will not have an unmitigable adverse 
impact on taking for subsistence 
purposes. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

To comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must review our 
proposed action with respect to 
environmental consequences on the 
human environment. 

Accordingly, NMFS determined that 
the issuance of the initial IHA qualified 
to be categorically excluded from 
further NEPA review. NMFS has 
determined that the application of this 
categorical exclusion remains 
appropriate for this reissued IHA. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (ESA: 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal 
agency insure that any action it 
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any endangered or 
threatened species or result in the 
destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. To ensure 
ESA compliance for the issuance of 
IHAs, NMFS consults internally, in this 
case with the Alaska Regional Office, 
whenever we propose to authorize take 
for endangered or threatened species. 

The effects of this proposed Federal 
action were adequately analyzed in 
NMFS’ Biological Opinion for the Port 
of Nome Modification Project, dated 
July 27, 2023, which concluded that the 
take NMFS proposed to authorize 
through this IHA would not jeopardize 
the continued existence of any 
endangered or threatened species or 
destroy or adversely modify any 
designated critical habitat. 

Authorization 

NMFS has issued an IHA to the 
USACE for in-water construction 
activities associated with the specified 
activity from May 1, 2025 through April 
30, 2026. All previously described 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
requirements from the initial 2021 IHA 
are incorporated. 

Dated: April 17, 2024. 
Kimberly Damon-Randall, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–08583 Filed 4–22–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RTID 0648–XD890] 

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council (MAFMC); Public Meetings and 
Request for Comments 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public meetings and 
request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold three public hearings (one as a 
webinar) and accept written comments 
regarding an action intended to revise 
the species separation requirements in 
the Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog 
fisheries. 
DATES: The hearings will be held 
between May 9, 2024 and May 16, 2024. 
Written comments must be received by 
May 30, 2024. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION for details, including the 
dates and times for all hearings. 
ADDRESSES: See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION for hearing details. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 800 N State 
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901; 
telephone: (302) 674–2331; 
www.mafmc.org. 

Written comments may be submitted 
to: 

• Email to: jcoakley@mafmc.org (use 
subject ‘‘SCOQ Species Separation’’). 

• Via webform at: https://
www.mafmc.org/comments/scoq- 
species-separation. 

• Mail to: Chris Moore, Ph.D., 
Executive Director, Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council, 800 North 
State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901. 
Mark the outside of the envelope 
‘‘SCOQ Species Separation.’’ 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive 
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, telephone: (302) 
526–5255. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Council will hold three public hearings 
and accept written comments regarding 
an action intended to modify the current 

species separation requirements in the 
Atlantic surfclam and ocean quahog 
fisheries. Additional details, including 
the public hearing document can be 
found at: https://www.mafmc.org/ 
actions/scoq-species-separation. 

Hearing 1—Webinar. Thursday, May 
9, 2024. 6 p.m.–9 p.m., Connection 
details can be found at the Council’s 
website calendar or https://
www.mafmc.org/actions/scoq-species- 
separation. 

Hearing 2—Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. Tuesday May 14, 2024. 
6:30 p.m.–9:30 p.m., Embassy Suites 
Philadelphia Airport. 9000 Bartram 
Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19153; 
phone: (215) 365–4500. 

Hearing 3—Braintree, Massachusetts. 
Thursday, May 16, 2024. 6:30 p.m.–9:30 
p.m., Hyatt Place Boston/Braintree 50 
Forbes Rd, Braintree, MA 02184; phone: 
(781) 848–0600. 

Written comments are accepted at the 
hearings or via the submission methods 
described above, from May 1, 2024–May 
30, 2024. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aid 
should be directed to Shelley Spedden, 
(302) 526–5251, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: April 18, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–08653 Filed 4–22–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Patent and Trademark Office 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
Review and Approval; Comment 
Request; Fastener Quality Act Insignia 
Recordal Process 

AGENCY: United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of information collection; 
request for comment. 

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office (USPTO), as required 
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995, invites comments on the 
extension and revision of an existing 
information collection: 0651–0028 
Fastener Quality Act Insignia Recordal 
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