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and available responses to make them
easier to understand and complete. In
addition, we have added a new data
field to collect the title of the person
signing the CMS—417 form. We believe
it is important to collect this
information to ensure that the person
completing and signing the form has the
proper authority to do so. Finally, we
made the instruction more
comprehensive. We have submitted a
change crosswalk that provides a
detailed explanation of all the changes
made to the CMS—417 form.

The CMS-417 form is an
identification and screening form used
to initiate the certification process for
new hospices. The CMS-417 form is
also completed by existing hospices at
the time of their recertification surveys,
to update their certification information.
The form collects data that is used to
determine if the provider has sufficient
personnel to participate in the Medicare
program. If a hospice provider meets
these preliminary staffing requirements,
a survey is scheduled to determine if the
provider complies with the conditions
of participation (CoPs) required by the
Medicare program. The data provided
by the hospice on the CMS—417 form
serve as a basis for the survey
inspection. The facility is only required
to complete certain items on the
certification forms as indicated by the
instructions included with the form.
Form Number: CMS—417 (OMB Control
number: 0938-0313); Frequency:
Annually; Affected Public: Private
Sector—Business or other for-profits;
Number of Respondents: 3,418; Total
Annual Responses: 3,418; Total Annual
Hours: 2,564. (For policy questions
regarding this collection contact
Caroline Gallaher at 410-786-8705.)

William N. Parham, III,

Director, Division of Information Collections
and Regulatory Impacts, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2025-16789 Filed 8—-29-25; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of Issuance of a sole-
source cooperative agreement.

SUMMARY: The CB Division of Capacity
Building announces the intent to award
a sole-source, 12-month cooperative
agreement in the amount of up to
$1,600,000 to the American Public
Human Services Association (APHSA)
for its affiliate the Association of
Administrators of the Interstate
Compact on the Placement of Children
(AAICPC) in Washington, DC, for the
further implementation and support
nationally of the National Electronic
Interstate Compact Enterprise (NEICE)
system, an inter-jurisdictional electronic
system to improve administrative
efficiency in implementing the
Interstate Compact on the Placement of
Children (ICPC), a process that ensures
safe and suitable interstate placements
for children in foster care.

DATES: The proposed period of
performance is September 30, 2025, to
September 29, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Karakahl Allen-Eckard, Child Welfare
Program Specialist, Children’s Bureau,
Division of Capacity Building, 330 C St.
SW, Suite 3521B, Washington, DC
20201. Telephone: (202) 401-6781;
Email: Karakahl. Allen-Eckard@
acf.hhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Award
funds will support the continued
implementation, support, and scale up
of the NEICE. The NEICE is a national
electronic system for quickly and
securely exchanging the data and
documents required by the ICPC to
place children with foster, adoptive, and
kinship families across state lines.
APHSA has been the recipient of
funding from CB for the development
and national implementation of the
NEICE since its inception as a pilot
project funded by the Partnership Fund

for Program Integrity Innovation at the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) and administered by CB in
November of 2013. This 20-month pilot
proved successful and led to a new sole-
source cooperative agreement for the
expansion of the pilot to all 52
jurisdictions of the AAICPC nationwide.
This funding was further extended and
supplemented to continue to support
the expansion of the project nationally,
with the current funding period
expiring on September 29, 2025. This
sole-source funding is essential to allow
the remaining states to join the system
as well as to provide ongoing support
and upgrades necessary for an electronic
system. In addition, the Family First
Prevention Services Act of 2018 requires
all states to join an electronic exchange
system by October 1, 2027, and the
NEICE is on track to support states in
meeting this requirement.

The state members of the AAICPC
contribute annual membership and
connection fees; however, these are
currently not adequate to meet the full
operational costs of managing the
national system. The APHSA is the only
organization positioned to continue to
scale the project nationally and to
ensure the continued optimal
maintenance of the NEICE.

Statutory Authority: Title II, section
203(b) of the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment and Adoption Reform
Act of 1978 (42 U.S.C. 5113(b)(3)), as
most recently amended by CAPTA
Reauthorization Act of 2010.

Elizabeth A. Leo,

Policy Branch Chief, Office of Grants Policy,
Office of Administration.

[FR Doc. 2025-16752 Filed 8-29-25; 8:45 am|
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
HRSA submitted an Information
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