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No substantive comments were
received during the public comment
period. There are no changes to the
specified activity, the species taken, the
proposed numbers, type, or methods of
take, or the mitigation, monitoring, or
reporting measures in the proposed IHA
notice. No new information that would
change any of the preliminary analyses,
conclusions, or determinations in the
proposed IHA notice has become
available since that notice was
published, and therefore, the
preliminary analyses, conclusions, and
determinations included in the
proposed IHA are considered final.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216—6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an
THA) with respect to potential impacts
on the human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no
anticipated serious injury or mortality)
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216—
6A, which do not individually or
cumulatively have the potential for
significant impacts on the quality of the
human environment and for which we
have not identified extraordinary
circumstances that would preclude this
categorical exclusion. Accordingly,
NMFS has determined that the issuance
of the IHAs qualifies to be categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency ensures that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
THAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

The NMFS Office of Protected
Resources (OPR) ESA Interagency
Cooperation Division has issued a
Biological Opinion under section 7 of
the ESA, on the issuance of an IHA to
SIO under section 101(a)(5)(D) of the
MMPA by the NMFS OPR Permits and
Conservation Division. The Biological
Opinion concluded that the action is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of ESA-listed humpback
whale (Central America and Mexico

Distinct Population Segments), sei
whale, fin whale, blue whale, sperm
whale, and Guadalupe fur seal.

Authorization

Accordingly, consistent with the
requirements of section 101(a)(5)(D) of
the MMPA, NMFS has issued an IHA to
SIO for authorization to take marine
mammals incidental to a geophysical
survey in the Cascadia Subduction Zone
of the Northeast Pacific Ocean.

Dated: August 28, 2025.
Shannon Bettridge,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,

National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2025-16892 Filed 9-2-25; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS’ Office of Protected
Resources has received a request from
the NMFS’ Office of Policy for the
reimplementation of ITRs governing the
incidental taking of marine mammals
during geophysical survey activity
conducted in the Gulf of America
(GOA). Pursuant to regulations
implementing the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is
announcing receipt of this request and
invites the public to provide
information, suggestions, and comments
on the request.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than October 3,
2025.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this document, identified by NOAA—
NMFS-2025-0638, by any of the
following methods:

e Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Visit
https://www.regulations.gov and type
NOAA-NMFS-2025-0638 in the Search
box. Click on the “Comment” icon,

complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Mail: Submit written comments to
the Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3225.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
be publicly accessible. NMFS will
accept anonymous comments (enter “N/
A” in the required fields if you wish to
remain anonymous).

A copy of the NMFS Office of Policy
request may be obtained online at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-protection/
incidental-take-authorizations-oil-and-
gas. In case of problems accessing these
documents, please call the contact listed
below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, a notice of a
proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An incidental take authorization shall
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking
will have a negligible impact on the
species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth.

NMFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
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https://www.regulations.gov
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not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.
The MMPA states that the term “take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance, which
(i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

Summary of Request

On January 19, 2021, we issued a final
rule with regulations to govern the
unintentional taking of marine
mammals incidental to geophysical
survey activities conducted in U.S.
waters of the GOA over the course of 5
years (86 FR 5322, January 19, 2021).
NMFS subsequently discovered that the
2021 rule was based on erroneous take
estimates. We conducted another
rulemaking using correct take estimates
and other newly available and pertinent
information relevant to the analyses
supporting some of the findings in the
2021 final rule and the taking allowable
under the regulations. We issued a final
rule in April 2024, effective May 24,
2024 through April 19, 2026 (89 FR
31488, April 24, 2024). The existing ITR
provides a framework for authorization
of incidental take through Letters of
Authorization (LOAs) upon request
from individual applicants planning
specific geophysical survey activities.

On August 28, 2025, NMFS Office of
Protected Resources received a request
from the NMFS Office of Policy for
reimplementation of the current ITR.
The request notes that the pending April
2026 expiration of the current ITR
would affect regulatory certainty with
loss of an efficient permitting
framework, and that reimplementation
of the existing ITR on the basis of the
same specified activity defined in the
initial 2021 final rule and associated
estimates of incidental take evaluated in
the 2024 corrective rulemaking is
consistent with the MMPA and
appropriate pursuant to Executive
Orders 14156 “Declaring a National
Energy Emergency” and 14154
“Unleashing American Energy.” NMFS
has received multiple requests from

industry survey operators relating to
specific survey activities that would
extend beyond the current expiration
date, establishing the need and ongoing
basis for the ITR. The requested
regulations would continue the
established framework from the
previous regulations for authorization of
incidental take through LOAs until
superseded by a new ITR promulgated
on the basis of a separate request.

Specified Activities

The specified activity underlying the
request for ITR reimplementation would
remain unchanged from the generic
program of geophysical survey activity
in the central and western GOA
described in the 2021 final rule.
Geophysical survey activities typically
involve a vessel or vessels towing an
airgun or array of airguns, or other
acoustic source that emits acoustic
energy through the overlying water and
into the seafloor. The 2021 final rule, as
updated via the 2024 final rule, would
be reimplemented without change,
including all mitigation, monitoring,
and reporting requirements.

Information Solicited

Interested persons may submit
information, suggestions, and comments
concerning the request (see ADDRESSES).
NMFS will consider all information,
suggestions, and comments related to
the request during the development of
proposed regulations governing the
incidental taking of marine mammals, if
appropriate.

Dated: August 28, 2025.

Shannon Bettridge,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-16864 Filed 9—2—-25; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF169]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Pacific Council)
will convene a joint meeting of the
Scientific and Statistical Committee’s

Salmon Subcommittee (SSC-SC) and
Salmon Technical Team (STT). The
Sacramento River Fall Chinook
Workgroup (SRWG), Oregon and
Washington Departments of Fish and
Wildlife (ODFW and WDFW), Oregon
Production Index Technical Team
(OPITT), and other entities may also
contribute and participate in this
meeting, as appropriate.

DATES: The meeting will be held
Thursday, October 9, 2025 and Friday,
October 10, 2025.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held
either online or in person at the Pacific
Council office in Portland, OR. Specific
meeting information, including meeting
format and time and directions on how
to join the meeting and system
requirements will be provided in the
meeting announcement on the Pacific
Council’s website (see https://
www.pcouncil.org). You may send an
email to Mr. Kris Kleinschmidt
(kris.kleinschmidt@pcouncil.org) or
contact him at (503) 820-2412 for
technical assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Angela Forristall, Staff Officer, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2419.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the meeting is to conduct a
salmon methodology review to discuss
and review proposed changes to
analytical methods used in salmon
management. Topics were preliminarily
identified at the April 2025 Pacific
Council meeting and final topics will be
selected at the September 2025 Pacific
Council meeting. If time allows
additional topics may be discussed,
including but not limited to future
Pacific Council agenda items and
salmon-related topics of interest to the
SSC-SC and STT. The SSC-SC and STT
will report on the outcomes of the
meeting to the Pacific Council at their
November Council meeting.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during this
meeting. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.
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