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fishermen would notify NMFS via email 
(ne.rw.survey@noaa.gov) or via phone 
(866–755–6622), or the U.S. Coast Guard 
via radio (Channel 16); 

• Typical soak time is anticipated to 
be less than 14 days and no longer than 
30 days (weather permitting and 
without unforeseen circumstances); 

• Project vessels would adhere to a 
10-knot speed limit when transiting 
dynamic management areas, transiting 
areas closed to vertical lines, and/or 
whales are observed; 

• All vessels would adhere to current 
approach regulations that create a 500- 
yard (457.2-meter) buffer zone in the 
presence of a surfacing right whale and 
would depart immediately at a safe and 
slow speed. Hauling any fishing gear 
would cease once the entire string or 
trawl is aboard the vessel, to 
accommodate the regulation, and be 
redeployed only after it is reasonable to 
assume the whale has left the area; 

• Law enforcement agencies, 
including Maine Marine Patrol and 
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement, 
would be notified of project participants 
and activities in advance of the project 
start date. Materials related to the 
redeployment of alternative retrieval 
gear systems would be provided along 
with this notice. Law enforcement 
would be able to inspect gear at any 
time as usual, because at least one 
traditional endline would be present at 
all times. Law enforcement would be 
provided with the information 
necessary to continue relevant 
enforcement operations with participant 
gear; 

• Trap Tracker or an equivalent 
application would be utilized for 
acoustic on-demand retrieval and set 
positioning details and would be 
available to Federal, State, and 
corresponding enforcement personnel; 

• Gear locations would be available to 
those who have downloaded gear 
marking applications, but otherwise 
locations would be treated with 
sensitivity to mitigate the possibility of 
gear molestation from members of the 
public who oppose project activities; 

• Project updates would be updated 
through the ME DMR website for public 
awareness of general activities related to 
this EFP; and 

• Premature deployments of on- 
demand gear would be documented and 
would be retrieved as soon as 
circumstances (e.g., weather) allow. 

If approved, the applicant may 
request minor modifications and 
extensions to the EFP throughout the 
year. EFP modifications and extensions 
may be granted without further notice if 
they are deemed essential to facilitate 
completion of the proposed research 

and have minimal impacts that do not 
change the scope or impact of the 
initially approved EFP request. Any 
fishing activity conducted outside the 
scope of the exempted fishing activity 
would be prohibited. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: August 28, 2025. 

Kelly Denit, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–16829 Filed 9–2–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
regulations implementing the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as 
amended, notification is hereby given 
that NMFS has issued an incidental 
harassment authorization (IHA) to 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
(SIO) for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to a geophysical 
survey of the Cascadia Subduction Zone 
in the Northeast Pacific Ocean. 

DATES: This authorization is effective 
September 2, 2025 through September 1, 
2026. 

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the 
application and supporting documents, 
as well as a list of the references cited 
in this document, may be obtained 
online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/ 
marine-mammal-protection/incidental- 
take-authorizations-research-and-other- 
activities. In case of problems accessing 
these documents, please call the contact 
listed below. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate 
Fleming, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

MMPA Background and 
Determinations 

The MMPA prohibits the ‘‘take’’ of 
marine mammals, with certain 
exceptions. Among the exceptions is 
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) which directs the 
Secretary of Commerce (as delegated to 
NMFS) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional, taking by 
harassment of small numbers of marine 
mammals by U.S. citizens who engage 
in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and the public has an 
opportunity to comment on the 
proposed IHA. 

Specifically, NMFS will issue an IHA 
if it finds that the taking will have a 
negligible impact on the species or 
stock(s) and will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
taking for subsistence uses (where 
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe 
the permissible methods of taking and 
other ‘‘means of effecting the least 
practicable adverse impact’’ on the 
affected species or stocks and their 
habitat, paying particular attention to 
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of 
similar significance, and on the 
availability of such species or stocks for 
taking for certain subsistence uses 
(referred to here as ‘‘mitigation’’). NMFS 
must also prescribe requirements 
pertaining to the monitoring and 
reporting of such takings. The 
definitions of key terms, such as ‘‘take,’’ 
‘‘harassment,’’ and ‘‘negligible impact,’’ 
can be found in the MMPA and the 
NMFS’ implementing regulations (see 
16 U.S.C. 1362; 50 CFR 216.103). 

On July 21, 2025, a notice of NMFS’ 
proposal to issue an IHA to SIO for take 
of marine mammals incidental to a 
planned geophysical survey of the 
Cascadia Subduction Zone in the 
Northeast Pacific Ocean was published 
in the Federal Register (90 FR 34212). 
In that notice, NMFS indicated the 
estimated numbers, type, and methods 
of incidental take proposed for each 
species or stock, as well as the 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
measures that would be required should 
the IHA be issued. The Federal Register 
notice also included an analysis to 
support NMFS’ preliminary conclusions 
and determinations that the IHA, if 
issued, would satisfy the requirements 
of section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for 
issuance of the IHA. The Federal 
Register notice included web links to a 
draft IHA for review, as well as other 
supporting documents. 
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No substantive comments were 
received during the public comment 
period. There are no changes to the 
specified activity, the species taken, the 
proposed numbers, type, or methods of 
take, or the mitigation, monitoring, or 
reporting measures in the proposed IHA 
notice. No new information that would 
change any of the preliminary analyses, 
conclusions, or determinations in the 
proposed IHA notice has become 
available since that notice was 
published, and therefore, the 
preliminary analyses, conclusions, and 
determinations included in the 
proposed IHA are considered final. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
To comply with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must review our 
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an 
IHA) with respect to potential impacts 
on the human environment. 

This action is consistent with 
categories of activities identified in 
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no 
anticipated serious injury or mortality) 
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216– 
6A, which do not individually or 
cumulatively have the potential for 
significant impacts on the quality of the 
human environment and for which we 
have not identified extraordinary 
circumstances that would preclude this 
categorical exclusion. Accordingly, 
NMFS has determined that the issuance 
of the IHAs qualifies to be categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

Endangered Species Act 
Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 

Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal 
agency ensures that any action it 
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any endangered or 
threatened species or result in the 
destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. To ensure 
ESA compliance for the issuance of 
IHAs, NMFS consults internally 
whenever we propose to authorize take 
for endangered or threatened species. 

The NMFS Office of Protected 
Resources (OPR) ESA Interagency 
Cooperation Division has issued a 
Biological Opinion under section 7 of 
the ESA, on the issuance of an IHA to 
SIO under section 101(a)(5)(D) of the 
MMPA by the NMFS OPR Permits and 
Conservation Division. The Biological 
Opinion concluded that the action is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of ESA-listed humpback 
whale (Central America and Mexico 

Distinct Population Segments), sei 
whale, fin whale, blue whale, sperm 
whale, and Guadalupe fur seal. 

Authorization 

Accordingly, consistent with the 
requirements of section 101(a)(5)(D) of 
the MMPA, NMFS has issued an IHA to 
SIO for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to a geophysical 
survey in the Cascadia Subduction Zone 
of the Northeast Pacific Ocean. 

Dated: August 28, 2025. 
Shannon Bettridge, 
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–16892 Filed 9–2–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS’ Office of Protected 
Resources has received a request from 
the NMFS’ Office of Policy for the 
reimplementation of ITRs governing the 
incidental taking of marine mammals 
during geophysical survey activity 
conducted in the Gulf of America 
(GOA). Pursuant to regulations 
implementing the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is 
announcing receipt of this request and 
invites the public to provide 
information, suggestions, and comments 
on the request. 
DATES: Comments and information must 
be received no later than October 3, 
2025. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
on this document, identified by NOAA– 
NMFS–2025–0638, by any of the 
following methods: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Visit 
https://www.regulations.gov and type 
NOAA–NMFS–2025–0638 in the Search 
box. Click on the ‘‘Comment’’ icon, 

complete the required fields, and enter 
or attach your comments. 

• Mail: Submit written comments to 
the Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East- 
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910–3225. 

Instructions: Comments sent by any 
other method, to any other address or 
individual, or received after the end of 
the comment period, may not be 
considered by NMFS. All comments 
received are a part of the public record 
and will generally be posted for public 
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov 
without change. All personal identifying 
information (e.g., name, address, etc.), 
confidential business information, or 
otherwise sensitive information 
submitted voluntarily by the sender will 
be publicly accessible. NMFS will 
accept anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/ 
A’’ in the required fields if you wish to 
remain anonymous). 

A copy of the NMFS Office of Policy 
request may be obtained online at: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ 
national/marine-mammal-protection/ 
incidental-take-authorizations-oil-and- 
gas. In case of problems accessing these 
documents, please call the contact listed 
below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct 
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated 
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional, taking of 
small numbers of marine mammals by 
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified 
activity (other than commercial fishing) 
within a specified geographical region if 
certain findings are made and either 
regulations are issued or, if the taking is 
limited to harassment, a notice of a 
proposed authorization is provided to 
the public for review. 

An incidental take authorization shall 
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking 
will have a negligible impact on the 
species or stock(s), will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if 
the permissible methods of taking and 
requirements pertaining to the 
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of 
such takings are set forth. 

NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
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