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TABLE 1—TAKE ANALYSIS '—Continued

; Authorized Percent
Species take Abundance 2 abundance
[2T0] 11 [T ToT=T= N (o] o] 11 o IR 1,961 166,538 1.2
(031 04=T 0T [ o] o110 PSPPSRI 0 6,136 n/a
Atlantic spotted dOIPhIN ..o s 109 21,506 0.5
Pantropical spotted dolphin .. 0 50,209 n/a
Spinner dolphin ... 0 2,991 n/a
5] oT=Te [e o] o] o 11 o RSP SUTPSPOPIN 0 16,102 n/a
Fraser’s dolphin 0 1,665 n/a
Risso’s dolphin .. 0 1,974 n/a
Blackfish3 ......ccccoeienen. 0 9,535 n/a
Short-finned Pilot Whale ..o 0 3,277 n/a

1Scalar ratios were not applied in this case due to brief survey duration.
2Best abundance estimate. For most taxa, the best abundance estimate for purposes of comparison with take estimates is considered here to
be the model-predicted abundance (Garrison et al., 2023). For Rice’s whale, Atlantic spotted dolphin, spinner dolphin, and Risso’s dolphin, the

estimated SAR abundance estimate is used.

3The “blackfish” guild includes melon-headed whales, false killer whales, pygmy killer whales, and killer whales.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of FEC’s proposed survey activity
described in its LOA application and
the anticipated take of marine
mammals, NMFS finds that small
numbers of marine mammals will be
taken relative to the affected species or
stock sizes (i.e., less than one-third of
the best available abundance estimate)
and therefore the taking is of no more
than small numbers.

Authorization

NMEFS has determined that the level
of taking for this LOA request is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
incidental take regulations and that the
amount of take authorized under the
LOA is of no more than small numbers.
Accordingly, we have issued an LOA to
FEC authorizing the take of marine
mammals incidental to its geophysical
survey activity, as described above.

Dated: December 2, 2025.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Matthew Fisher, Normandeau
Associates, Inc., 2233 Spring Street,
West Lawn, PA 19609, has requested a
modification to scientific research
Permit No. 28294.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before January 5, 2026.
ADDRESSES: The modification request
and related documents are available for
review by selecting ‘Records Open for
Public Comment” from the Features box
on the Applications and Permits for
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 28294 Mod #2 from the list of
available applications. These documents
are also available upon written request
via email to NMFS.PriComments@
noaa.gov.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include File No. 28294 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
via email to NMFS.PriComments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth
the specific reasons why a hearing on
this application would be appropriate.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin
Markin, Ph.D., or Shasta McClenahan,
Ph.D., (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject modification to Permit No.
28294, issued on December 11, 2024 (90
FR 3803, January 15, 2025), is requested
under the authority of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and

exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR parts 222—226).

Permit No. 28294 authorizes the
permit holder to capture Atlantic
(Acipenser oxyrinchus) and shortnose
(A. brevirostrum) sturgeon by gill net or
trawl in the Delaware River, measure,
weigh, biologically sample (tissue),
mark (passive integrated transponder
[PIT]), and photograph/video, prior to
release. Sub-sets of Atlantic and
shortnose sturgeon may be anesthetized
and implanted with acoustic
transmitters, gastric lavaged, and fin ray
sampled. The permit authorizes one
unintentional mortality of shortnose
sturgeon and one Atlantic sturgeon
annually, but no more than two of each
species over the life of the permit. The
permit expires on January 31, 2035.

The permit holder requests
authorization to conduct research off the
coasts of New York and New Jersey to
better understand temporal and spatial
movement, occurrence and behavior of
Atlantic sturgeon. Up to 150 adult/sub-
adult Atlantic sturgeon may be captured
annually by gill net, anesthetized,
implanted with acoustic transmitters,
marked (PIT), measured, photographed/
videoed, biologically sampled, and
weighed, prior to release. A subset of
captured sturgeon may receive a
satellite tag. The permit holder requests
one unintentional mortality of an
Atlantic sturgeon in this new research
area over the life of the permit.

Dated: December 1, 2025.
Shannon Bettridge,

Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle
Conservation Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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