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was originally established by a Decision
Memorandum dated September 25,
1997. In 2017, the SAB became a non-
discretionary committee when Congress
mandated that the SAB shall continue to
maintain two specific subcommittees
[Weather Research and Forecasting
Innovation Act of 2017 (Pub. L. 115-25)
§§401, 508]. The SAB is the only
Federal Advisory Committee with
responsibility to advise the Under
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere on long- and short-range
strategies for research, education and
the application of science to resource
management and environmental
assessment and prediction. SAB
activities and advice provide necessary
input to ensure that National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) science programs are of the
highest quality and provide optimal
support to resource management.

Status: The March 10-11, 2026,
meeting will be open to public
participation with a 20-minute public
comment period at time allocated on the
published agenda. Public statements
presented at the meeting should not be
repetitive of previously submitted
verbal or written statements. In general,
each individual or group making a
verbal presentation will be limited to a
total time of three minutes. Written
comments for the March 10-11, 2026
meeting should be received by the SAB
Executive Director’s Office
(noaa.scienceadvisoryboard@noaa.gov)
by February 22, 2026 to provide
sufficient time for SAB review. Written
comments received by the SAB
Executive Director after this date will be
distributed to the SAB, but may not be
reviewed prior to the meeting date.

Special Accommodations: This
meeting is physically accessible to
people with disabilities. Requests for
special accommodations may be
directed to the SAB Executive Director
no later than 12:00 p.m. EDT on
February 22, 2026.

Matters To Be Considered: The
meeting on March 10-11, 2026, will
include the following topic(s): (1) A
consent calendar for approval of
Working Groups Membership and
Terms of References, (2) Working groups
reports on several different topics for
approval and submission to NOAA, (3)
NOAA Science Update and NOAA
responses to previous SAB reports, and
(4) Working Groups Updates.

Meeting materials, including work
products, will also be available on the

SAB website: https://sab.noaa.gov/
current-meetings/.

David Holst,

Chief Financial Officer/Administrative
Officer, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
holding a public meeting of its
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) via webinar to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, beginning
at 11 a.m. Webinar Registration
information: https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/
meeting/register/gmOXQtkiQF-eiM
zbTqBSg.

ADDRESSES: Council address: New
England Fishery Management Council,
50 Water Street, Mill 2, Newburyport,
MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) will meet to consider
the Council’s request to reconsider the
SSC recommendations for the white
hake overfishing limits and acceptable
biological catches for fishing years
2026-2030 based on setting the fishing
mortality rate at 75 percent of the rate
at maximum sustainable yield (Fmsy; 75
percent Fusy). They also plan to review
and discuss initial plans for an SSC
workshop in 2026 on integrating
dynamic reference points into fisheries
management. Also, on the agenda is to
review and discuss other aspects of the

2026 SSC work plan. Other business
will be discussed as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on the agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, at 978—
465-0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: December 31, 2025.
Becky Curtis,
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2025-24247 Filed 1-2—26; 8:45 am]
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Incidental to Geophysical Surveys
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of letter of
authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), as amended, its implementing
regulations, and NMFS’ MMPA
regulations for taking marine mammals
incidental to geophysical surveys
related to oil and gas activities in the
Gulf of America (GOA), originally
published as “Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Geophysical Surveys
Related to Oil and Gas Activities in the
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