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Dated: January 9, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00668 Filed 1-14—26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

National Park Service

[N6865; NPS-WASO-NAGPRA-
NPS0041843; PPWOCRADNO-
PCUO0ORP14.R50000]

Notice of Inventory Completion:
Museum of the Cherokee People,
Cherokee, NC

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Museum of the Cherokee People
(MotCP) has completed an inventory of
human remains and has determined that
there is a cultural affiliation between the
human remains and Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains in this notice may occur on or
after February 17, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains in
this notice to Evan Mathis, Museum of
the Cherokee People, P.O. Box 1599, 589
Tsali Blvd., Cherokee, NC 28719, email
evan.mathis@motcp.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Museum of the
Cherokee People, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in its
inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human ancestral remains
representing, at least, two individuals
have been identified from an unknown
archaeological site near Claytor Lake in
Pulaski County, Virginia. No associated
funerary objects are present. After
completing the consultation process
with federally recognized Tribal
Nations, this site is culturally affiliated
with the Cherokee Nation, the Eastern
Band of the Cherokee Indians, the
Monacan Indian Nation, and the United
Keetoowah Band of the Cherokee

Indians. These individuals were
removed by an unnamed family friend
of a Gary E. Mallery of Radford,
Virginia. Gary E. Mallery transferred
these human ancestral remains to the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians on
December 24th, 1998. They were then
transferred to the Museum of the
Cherokee People where they have been
housed since. To our knowledge, no
hazardous substances were used to treat
any of the human ancestral remains.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains described
in this notice.

Determinations

The Museum of the Cherokee People
has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of two individuals of Native
American ancestry.

e There is a connection between the
human remains described in this notice
and the Cherokee Nation; Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians; Monacan Indian
Nation; and the United Keetoowah Band
of the Cherokee Indians of Oklahoma.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains in this notice must be
sent to the authorized representative
identified in this notice under
ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation
may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after February 17, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, the Museum of the
Cherokee People must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The Museum of the
Cherokee People is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: January 9, 2026.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—00673 Filed 1-14—26; 8:45 am|
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Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Kansas State Historical Society,
Topeka, KS

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Kansas
State Historical Society (KSHS) intends
to repatriate certain cultural items that
meet the definition of sacred objects and
that have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
February 17, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Dr. Nicole
Klarmann, Kansas State Historical
Society, 6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka,
KS 66615—1099, email kshs.nagpra@
ks.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the KSHS and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of three cultural items have
been requested for repatriation. The
three sacred objects are two bows and
one arrow. Items 1898.6.86 (bow and
arrow) were donated to KSHS in 1898
and were given to the donor’s relative
by a Modoc person during an encounter
in southern Kansas prior to the Modoc
people relocating to Indian Territory.
Ttem 1980.229.85 (bow) was transferred
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