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although the counterweight tray, 
counterweights, and gantry are not required 
to be attached for the upper carriage 
assembly to be a subject assembly. The boom 
butt may or may not be attached to the upper 
carriage assembly at the time of entry. 

• Hoisting assembly. The hoisting 
assembly, housed within the upper carriage 
assembly and lattice boom assembly, powers 
the lifting and lowering of loads and 
typically consists of a hoisting line of high 
strength steel cable, a hoist motor, hoist 
brakes, hoisting drums, and a hook block 
formed from steel sheaves, which helps 
distribute the load on the hoisting line and 
increases lifting capacity. The main hoisting 
line typically runs from the hoist drums, 
housed in the upper carriage assembly, up 
through the lattice boom (which may or may 
not house additional hoist drums) and hook 
block. 

• Jib assemblies. Jib assemblies are 
optional components that can be added to the 
top end of the boom to provide the crane 
with greater reach. Similar to lattice boom 
assemblies, jib assemblies typically consist of 
interlocking sections of welded steel pipe, 
arranged in a ‘‘V’’ or ‘‘W’’ lattice pattern. Jib 
assemblies can consist of either fixed jib, 
which extends from the main lattice boom at 
a fixed angle, or a luffing jib, which can be 
raised or lowered by the operator through a 
separate set of controls. 

Importation of any of these assemblies, 
whether assembled or unassembled, 
constitutes unfinished lattice boom crawler 
cranes for purposes of this investigation. 
Inclusion of other components not identified 
as comprising the finished or unfinished 
lattice boom crawler cranes and lattice boom 
crawler crane assemblies do not remove the 
products from the scope. 

Processing of lattice boom crawler cranes 
and lattice boom crawler crane assemblies 
such as welding, joining, bolting, painting, 
coating, finishing, or assembly, either in the 
country of manufacture of the in-scope 
product or in a third country does not 
remove the product from the scope. Lattice 
boom crawler cranes and lattice boom 
crawler crane assemblies subject to this 
investigation include those that are produced 
in the subject country whether assembled 
with other components in the subject country 
or in a third country. Processing or 
completion of finished and unfinished lattice 
boom crawler cranes and the covered lattice 
boom crawler crane assemblies either in the 
subject country or in a third country does not 
remove the product from the scope. 

Lattice boom crawler cranes subject to this 
investigation are typically classifiable under 
subheadings 8426.49.0010 and 8426.49.0090 
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
United States (HTSUS). Lattice boom crawler 
crane assemblies may also be classified under 
subheadings 8426.49.0010 or 8426.49.0090, 
or may be classified under subheadings 
8431.49.1090, 8431.49.1060, or 8425.19.0000 
of the HTSUS. While the HTSUS 
subheadings are provided for convenience 
and customs purposes, the written 
description of the merchandise under 
investigation is dispositive. 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with 
regulations implementing the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) as 
amended, notification is hereby given 
that NMFS has issued an incidental 
harassment authorization (IHA) to the 
Ketchikan Dock Company, LLC (KDC) 
for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to construction 
work for the Ketchikan Berth IV 
Expansion Project in Ketchikan, Alaska 
in the East Tongass Narrows. 
DATES: This authorization is effective 
from February 1, 2026 through January 
31, 2027. 
ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the 
application and supporting documents, 
as well as a list of the references cited 
in this document, may be obtained 
online at: https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal- 
protection/incidental-take- 
authorizations-construction-activities. 
In case of problems accessing these 
documents, please call the contact listed 
below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kelsey Potlock, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

MMPA Background and 
Determinations 

The MMPA prohibits the ‘‘take’’ of 
marine mammals, with certain 

exceptions. Among the exceptions is 
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) which directs the 
Secretary of Commerce (as delegated to 
NMFS) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional, taking by 
harassment of small numbers of marine 
mammals by U.S. citizens who engage 
in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and the public has an 
opportunity to comment on the 
proposed IHA. 

Specifically, NMFS will issue an IHA 
if it finds that the taking will have a 
negligible impact on the species or 
stock(s) and will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
taking for subsistence uses (where 
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe 
the permissible methods of taking and 
other ‘‘means of effecting the least 
[practicable] adverse impact’’ on the 
affected species or stocks and their 
habitat, paying particular attention to 
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of 
similar significance, and on the 
availability of such species or stocks for 
taking for certain subsistence uses 
(referred to here as ‘‘mitigation’’). NMFS 
must also prescribe requirements 
pertaining to the monitoring and 
reporting of such takings. The 
definitions of key terms, such as ‘‘take,’’ 
‘‘harassment,’’ and ‘‘negligible impact,’’ 
can be found in the MMPA and the 
NMFS’ implementing regulations (see 
16 U.S.C. 1362; 50 CFR 216.103). 

On September 30, 2025, a notice of 
NMFS’ proposal to issue an IHA to the 
Ketchikan Dock Company, LLC (KDC) 
for take of marine mammals incidental 
to the Ketchikan Berth IV Expansion 
Project in Ketchikan, Alaska in the East 
Tongass Narrows was published in the 
Federal Register (90 FR 46834). In that 
notice, NMFS indicated the estimated 
numbers, type, and methods of 
incidental take proposed for each 
species or stock, as well as the 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
measures that would be required should 
the IHA be issued. The Federal Register 
notice also included analysis to support 
NMFS’ preliminary conclusions and 
determinations that the IHA, if issued, 
would satisfy the requirements of 
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA for 
issuance of the IHA. The Federal 
Register notice included web links to a 
draft IHA for review, as well as other 
supporting documents. 

No comments were received during 
the public comment period. With the 
exception of the minor changes 
described below, there are no changes to 
the specified activity, the species taken, 
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the proposed numbers, type, or methods 
of take, or the mitigation, monitoring, or 
reporting measures in the proposed IHA 
notice. No new information that would 
change any of the preliminary analyses, 
conclusions, or determinations in the 
proposed IHA notice has become 
available since that notice was 
published, and therefore, the 
preliminary analyses, conclusions, and 
determinations included in the 
proposed IHA are considered final. 

Changes From the Proposed IHA to the 
Final IHA 

Upon feedback received by the 
applicant, NMFS made minor changes 
to some of the mitigation and 
monitoring measures that were 
originally found in the proposed draft 
IHA. These include removal of a 
requirement to soft-start during down- 
the-hole drilling and anchoring, as soft- 
start is not possible given the 
continuous nature of the sound source, 
a removal of the requirement to use pile 
caps during impact pile driving as the 
contractor is not planning on using 
them, and minor adjustments to the 
locations where Protected Species 
Observers (PSOs) would be stationed to 
monitoring for marine mammals, as well 
as the number of PSOs needed 
depending on each pile driving 
scenario. These latter two changes were 
made to align with the Protected 
Species Mitigation and Monitoring Plan. 
None of these changes affect our 
analysis, findings, determinations, or 
the effectiveness of the prescribed 
mitigation and monitoring measures. 

National Environmental Policy Act 
To comply with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must review our 
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an 
IHA) with respect to potential impacts 
on the human environment. 

This action is consistent with 
categories of activities identified in 

Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no 
anticipated serious injury or mortality) 
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216– 
6A, which do not individually or 
cumulatively have the potential for 
significant impacts on the quality of the 
human environment and for which we 
have not identified any extraordinary 
circumstances that would preclude this 
categorical exclusion. Accordingly, 
NMFS has determined that the issuance 
of the IHA qualifies to be categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

Endangered Species Act 

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal 
agency ensures that any action it 
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any endangered or 
threatened species or result in the 
destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. To ensure 
ESA compliance for the issuance of 
IHAs, NMFS consults internally 
whenever we propose to authorize take 
for endangered or threatened species, in 
this case, with NMFS’ Alaska Regional 
Office. 

There is one ESA-listed marine 
mammal species (humpback whale 
(Mexico DPS)) with confirmed 
occurrence in the project area. NMFS 
requested consultation under section 7 
of the ESA on September 25, 2025. The 
NMFS Alaska Regional Office Protected 
Resources Division issued a Biological 
Opinion, under section 7 of the ESA, on 
the issuance of an IHA to KDC under 
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA by the 
NMFS Permits and Conservation 
Division. The Biological Opinion 
concluded that the proposed action is 
not likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of the Mexico DPS of 
humpback whales, and is not likely to 
destroy or adversely modify critical 
habitat for this species. 

Authorization 

Accordingly, consistent with the 
requirements of section 101(a)(5)(D) of 
the MMPA, NMFS has issued an IHA to 
KDC for authorization to take marine 
mammals incidental to the Ketchikan 
Berth IV Expansion Project in 
Ketchikan, Alaska in the East Tongass 
Narrows. 

Dated: January 14, 2026. 
Kimberly Damon-Randall, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–00819 Filed 1–15–26; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 24–13] 

Arms Sales Notification 

AGENCY: Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, Department of Defense (DoD). 
ACTION: Arms sales notice. 

SUMMARY: The DoD is publishing the 
unclassified text of an arms sales 
notification. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Urooj Zahra at (703) 695–6233, 
urooj.zahra.civ@mail.mil, or 
dsca.ncr.rsrcmgmt.list.cns-mbx@
mail.mil. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 36(b) 
arms sales notification is published to 
fulfill the requirements of section 155 of 
Public Law 104–164 dated July 21, 
1996. The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives with attached 
Transmittal 24–13, Policy Justification, 
and Sensitivity of Technology. 

Dated: January 13, 2026. 
Stephanie J. Bost, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense. 
BILLING CODE 6001–FR–P 
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