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excluded from doing mortgage related
business, including having a business
license suspended, surrendered or
revoked, by any federal, state, or local
government agency, division, or
department;

4. An entity that has had its right to
act as a Government National Mortgage
Association (“Ginnie Mae”’) issuer
terminated and its interest in mortgages
backing Ginnie Mae mortgage-backed
securities extinguished by Ginnie Mae;

5. An individual or entity that is in
violation of its neighborhood stabilizing
outcome obligations or post-sale
reporting requirements under a
Conveyance, Assignment, and
Assumption Agreement executed for a
past sale;

6. An employee of HUD’s Office of
Housing, a member of such employee’s
household, or an entity owned or
controlled by any such employee or
member of such an employee’s
household with household to be
inclusive of the employee’s father,
mother, stepfather, stepmother, brother,
sister, stepbrother, stepsister, son,
daughter, stepson, stepdaughter,
grandparent, grandson, granddaughter,
father-in-law, mother-in-law, brother-in-
law, sister-in-law, son-in-law, daughter-
in-law, first cousin, the spouse of any of
the foregoing, and the employee’s
spouse;

7. A contractor, subcontractor, and/or
consultant or advisor (including any
agent, employee, partner, director, or
principal of any of the foregoing) who
performed services for or on behalf of
HUD in connection with the sale;

8. An individual or entity that
knowingly acquired or will acquire
prior to the sale date material non-
public information, other than that
information which is made available to
Bidder by HUD pursuant to the terms of
the Qualification Statement, about
mortgage loans offered in the sale;

9. An individual or entity that
knowingly employs or uses the services
of an employee of HUD’s Office of
Housing (other than in such employee’s
official capacity); or

10. An individual or entity that
knowingly uses the services, directly or
indirectly, of any person or entity
ineligible under 1 through 10 to assist
in preparing any of its bids on the
mortgage loans.

The Qualification Statement has
additional representations and
warranties which the prospective bidder
must make, including but not limited to
the representation and warranty that the
prospective bidder or its Related
Entities are not and will not knowingly
use the services, directly or indirectly,
of any person or entity that is any of the

following (and, to the extent that any
such individual or entity would prevent
the prospective bidder from making the
following representations, such
individual or entity has been removed
from participation in all activities
related to this sale and has no ability to
influence or control individuals
involved in formation of a bid for this
sale):

(1) An entity or individual that is
ineligible to bid on any included reverse
mortgage loan or on the pool containing
such reverse mortgage loan because it is
an entity or individual that:

(a) Serviced or held such reverse
mortgage loan at any time during the
six-month period prior to the bid, or

(b) Is any principal of any entity or
individual described in the preceding
sentence;

(c) Any employee or subcontractor of
such entity or individual during that
six-month period; or

(d) Any entity or individual that
employs or uses the services of any
other entity or individual described in
this paragraph in preparing its bid on
such reverse mortgage loan.

Freedom of Information Act Requests

HUD reserves the right, in its sole and
absolute discretion, to disclose
information regarding HNVLS 2026-1,
including, but not limited to, the
identity of any successful qualified
bidder and its bid price or bid
percentage for any pool of loans or
individual loan, upon the closing of the
sale of all the mortgage loans. Even if
HUD elects not to publicly disclose any
information relating to HNVLS 2026-1,
HUD will disclose any information that
HUD is obligated to disclose pursuant to
the Freedom of Information Act and all
regulations promulgated thereunder.

Scope of Notice

This notice applies to HNVLS 2026—
1 and does not establish HUD’s policy
for the sale of other mortgage loans.

Frank Cassidy,

Assistant Secretary for Housing—Federal
Housing Commissioner.

[FR Doc. 2026—01026 Filed 1-20-26; 8:45 am]
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Credit Watch Termination Initiative;
Terminations of Direct Endorsement
(DE) Approval

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Housing—Federal Housing

Commissioner, Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice advises of the
cause and effect of terminations of
Direct Endorsement (DE) approval taken
by HUD’s Federal Housing
Administration (FHA) against HUD-
approved mortgagees through the FHA
Credit Watch Termination Initiative.
This notice includes a list of mortgagees
that have had their DE Approval
terminated.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
Higgins, Director, Quality Assurance
Division, Office of Housing, Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
451 Seventh Street SW, Washington, DC
20410-8000; telephone (202) 402-6730
(this is not a toll-free number). HUD
welcomes and is prepared to receive
calls from individuals who are deaf or
hard of hearing, as well as individuals
with speech or communication
disabilities. To learn more about how to
make an accessible telephone call,
please visit https://www.fcc.gov/
consumers/guides/telecommunications-
relay-service-trs.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: HUD has
the authority to address deficiencies in
the performance of lenders’ loans as
provided in HUD’s mortgagee approval
regulations at 24 CFR 202.3. On May 17,
1999, HUD published a notice (64 FR
26769) on its procedures for terminating
Origination Approval Agreements with
FHA lenders and placement of FHA
lenders on Credit Watch status (an
evaluation period). In the notice, HUD
advised that it would publish in the
Federal Register a list of mortgagees
that have had their Approval
Agreements terminated. HUD Handbook
4000.1 section V.E.3.a.iii outlines
current procedures for terminating
Underwriting Authority of Direct
Endorsement mortgagees.

Termination of Direct Endorsement
Approval: HUD approval of a DE
mortgagee authorizes the mortgagee to
underwrite single family mortgage loans
and submit them to FHA for insurance
endorsement. The approval may be
terminated on the basis of poor
performance of FHA-insured mortgage
loans underwritten by the mortgagee.
The termination of a mortgagee’s DE
Approval is separate and apart from any
action taken by HUD’s Mortgagee
Review Board under HUD regulations at
24 CFR part 25.

Cause: HUD regulations and policy
permit HUD to terminate the DE
Approval of any mortgagee having a
default and claim rate for loans
endorsed within the preceding 24


https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/telecommunications-relay-service-trs
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/telecommunications-relay-service-trs
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/telecommunications-relay-service-trs
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months that exceeds 200 percent of the
default and claim rate within the
geographic area served by a HUD field
office, and that exceeds the national
default and claim rate for insured
mortgages.

Effect: Termination of DE Approval
precludes the mortgagee from
underwriting FHA-insured single-family
mortgages within the HUD field office
jurisdiction(s) listed in this notice.
Mortgagees authorized to hold or service
FHA-insured mortgages may continue to
do so.

Loans that closed or were approved
before the termination became effective
may be submitted for insurance
endorsement. Approved loans are those
already underwritten and approved by a
DE underwriter and cases covered by a
firm commitment issued by HUD. Cases
at earlier stages of processing cannot be
submitted for insurance by the
terminated mortgagee; however, the

cases may be transferred for completion
of processing and underwriting to
another mortgagee with DE Approval in
that geographic area. Mortgagees must
continue to pay existing insurance
premiums and meet all other obligations
associated with insured mortgages.

A terminated mortgagee may apply for
reinstatement if their DE Approval in
the affected area or areas has been
terminated for at least six months and
the mortgagee continues to be an
approved mortgagee meeting the
requirements of 24 CFR 202.5, 202.6,
202.7, 202.10 and 202.12. The
mortgagee’s application for
reinstatement must be in a format
prescribed by the Secretary and signed
by the mortgagee. In addition, the
application must be accompanied by an
independent analysis of the terminated
office’s operations as well as its
mortgage production, specifically
including the FHA-insured mortgages

cited in its termination notice. This
independent analysis must identify the
underlying cause for the mortgagee’s
high default and claim rate. The
analysis must be prepared by an
independent Certified Public
Accountant (CPA) qualified to perform
audits under Government Auditing
Standards as provided by the
Government Accountability Office. The
mortgagee must also submit a written
corrective action plan to address each of
the issues identified in the CPA’s report,
along with evidence that the plan has
been implemented. The application for
reinstatement must be submitted
through the Lender Electronic
Assessment Portal (LEAP). The
application must be accompanied by the
CPA’s report and the corrective action
plan.

Action: The following mortgagees
have had their DE Approval terminated
by HUD:

. Termination ;
) HUD office : Homeownership
Mortgagee name Mortgagee home office address jurisdictions effde;:ttéve centers
Equity Prime Mortgage LLC ................... 5 Concourse Pkwy., Ste. 2250, Atlanta, | Atlanta, Columbia, 12/24/2025 | Atlanta, Denver.
GA 30328-7121. Dallas, Houston.
Residential Acceptance Corporation ...... 5027 W Laurel St., Tampa, FL 33607— Tampa .....cccceveeeeiene 12/24/2025 | Atlanta.
3816.

Vance T. Morris,

Associate General Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Housing.

[FR Doc. 2026—01040 Filed 1-20-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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[OMB Control Number 1076-0111;
267A2100DD/AAKP300000/
A0A501010.000000]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Payment for Appointed
Counsel in Involuntary Indian Child
Custody Proceedings in State Courts

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) is
proposing to renew an information
collection without change.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments. To be considered,

your comments must be received on or
before February 20, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send your written
comments and recommendations for the
proposed information collection request
(ICR) to the Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) through
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRA/
icrPublicCommentRequest?ref
nbr=202505-1076-002 or by visiting
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain and selecting “Currently
under Review—Open for Public
Comments” and then scrolling down to
the “Department of the Interior.”

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Steven Mullen, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, Office of Regulatory
Affairs and Collaborative Action—
Indian Affairs, U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1001 Indian School Road NW,
Suite 229, Albuquerque, New Mexico
87104; comments@bia.gov; (202) 924—
2650. Individuals in the United States
who are deaf, deafblind, hard of hearing,
or have a speech disability may dial 711
(TTY, TDD, or TeleBraille) to access
telecommunications relay services. You
may also view the ICR at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/
Forward?SearchTarget=PRA&textfield
=1076-0111.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA, 44 U.S.C.
3501 et seq.) and 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), we
provide the general public and other
Federal agencies with an opportunity to
comment on new, proposed, revised,
and continuing collections of
information. This helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. It also helps the
public understand our information
collection requirements and provide the
requested data in the desired format.

A Federal Register notice with a 60-
day public comment period soliciting
comments on this collection of
information was published on June 9,
2025 (90 FR 24287). No comments were
received.

As part of our continuing effort to
reduce paperwork and respondent
burdens, we are again soliciting
comments from the public and other
Federal agencies on the proposed ICR
that is described below. We are
especially interested in public comment
addressing the following:

(1) Whether or not the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether or not the
information will have practical utility;
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