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Proposed Project 
National HIV Behavioral Surveillance 

System (NHBS) (OMB Control No. 
0920–0770, Exp. 4/30/2026)— 
Revision—National Center for HIV, 
Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention 
(NCHHSTP), Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). 

Background and Brief Description 
The purpose of this data collection is 

to monitor behaviors of persons at high 
risk for infections that are related to 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
transmission and prevention in the 
United States. The primary objectives of 
the NHBS are to obtain data from 
samples of persons at risk to: (a) 
describe the prevalence and trends in 
risk behaviors; (b) describe the 
prevalence of and trends in HIV testing 
and HIV infection; (c) describe the 
prevalence of and trends in use of HIV 
prevention services; and (d) identify met 
and unmet needs for HIV prevention 
services in order to inform health 
departments, community-based 
organizations, community planning 
groups and other partners. 

By describing and monitoring the HIV 
risk behaviors, HIV seroprevalence and 

incidence, and HIV prevention 
experiences of persons at highest risk 
for HIV infection, NHBS provides an 
important data source for evaluating 
progress towards national public health 
initiatives, such as reducing new 
infections, increasing the use of 
condoms, and targeting populations at 
high risk. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) requests 
approval for a three-year Revision of 
this information collection. Data are 
collected through in-person interviews 
conducted with persons systematically 
selected from 21 Metropolitan Statistical 
Areas (MSAs) throughout the United 
States. These 21 MSAs are chosen based 
on highest number of HIV infections 
diagnosed. Persons at risk for HIV 
infection to be interviewed for NHBS 
include men who have sex with men 
(MSM), persons who inject drugs 
(PWID), and heterosexually active 
persons at increased risk of HIV 
infection (HET). A brief screening 
interview will be used to determine 
eligibility for participation in the 
behavioral assessment. 

The data from the behavioral 
assessment will provide estimates of: (1) 
behavior related to the risk of HIV and 

other sexually transmitted diseases; (2) 
prior testing for HIV; and (3) use of HIV 
prevention services. All persons 
interviewed will also be offered an HIV 
test and will participate in a pre-test 
counseling session. No other federal 
agency systematically collects this type 
of information from persons at risk for 
HIV infection. These data have 
substantial impact on prevention 
program development and monitoring at 
the local, state, and national levels. 

CDC estimates that each year NHBS 
will involve, eligibility screening for 
125 persons and eligibility screening 
plus the behavioral assessment with 500 
eligible respondents, in each of the 21 
MSAs. Data collection will rotate such 
that interviews will be conducted 
among one group per year: MSM in Year 
1, PWID in Year 2, and HET in Year 3. 
The type of data collected for each 
group will vary slightly due to different 
sampling methods and risk 
characteristics of the group. CDC 
requests OMB approval for an estimated 
3,399 annual burden hours. 
Participation of respondents is 
voluntary and there is no cost to the 
respondents other than their time. 

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN HOURS 

Type of respondents Form name Number of 
respondents 

Number of 
responses per 

respondent 

Average 
burden 

per response 
(in hours) 

Persons Screened ................................. Eligibility Screener ................................................... 13,125 1 3/60 
Eligible Participants ............................... Behavioral Assessment MSM .................................. 3,500 1 13/60 
Eligible Participants ............................... Behavioral Assessment PWID ................................. 3,500 1 17/60 
Eligible Participant ................................. Behavioral Assessment HET ................................... 3,500 1 15/60 
Peer Recruiters ..................................... Recruiter Debriefing ................................................. 3,500 1 2/60 

Jeffrey M. Zirger, 
Lead, Information Collection Review Office, 
Office of Public Health Ethics and 
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
[FR Doc. 2026–04561 Filed 3–6–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4163–18–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

[60Day–26–0222; Docket No. CDC–2026– 
0331] 

Proposed Data Collection Submitted 
for Public Comment and 
Recommendations 

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). 

ACTION: Notice with comment period. 

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of 
its continuing effort to reduce public 
burden and maximize the utility of 
government information, invites the 
general public and other federal 
agencies the opportunity to comment on 
a continuing information collection, as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995. This notice invites 
comment on a proposed information 
collection project titled the 
Collaborating Center for Questionnaire 
Design and Evaluation Research 
(CCQDER). This Generic Clearance 
request encompasses general 
questionnaire development, pre-testing, 
and measurement-error reduction 
activities to be carried out in 2026– 
2029. 

DATES: CDC must receive written 
comments on or before May 8, 2026. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by Docket No. CDC–2026– 
0331 by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information 
Collection Review Office, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600 
Clifton Road NE, MS H21–8, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30329. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
Docket Number. CDC will post, without 
change, all relevant comments to 
www.regulations.gov. 

Please note: Submit all comments 
through the Federal eRulemaking portal 
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to 
the address listed above. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
request more information on the 
proposed project or to obtain a copy of 
the information collection plan and 
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger, 
Information Collection Review Office, 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS 
H21–8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329; 
Telephone: 404–639–7570; Email: omb@
cdc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) 
(44 U.S.C. 3501–3520), federal agencies 
must obtain approval from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for each 
collection of information they conduct 
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also 
requires federal agencies to provide a 
60-day notice in the Federal Register 
concerning each proposed collection of 
information, including each new 
proposed collection, each proposed 
extension of existing collection of 
information, and each reinstatement of 
previously approved information 
collection before submitting the 
collection to the OMB for approval. To 
comply with this requirement, we are 
publishing this notice of a proposed 
data collection as described below. 

The OMB is particularly interested in 
comments that will help: 

1. Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; 

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; 

4. Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 

use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submissions 
of responses; and 

5. Assess information collection costs. 

Proposed Project 
The Collaborating Center for 

Questionnaire Design and Evaluation 
Research (CCQDER) (OMB Control No. 
0920–0222)—Reinstatement—National 
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS), 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 

Background and Brief Description 
The Collaborating Center for 

Questionnaire Design and Evaluation 
Research (CCQDER) Generic Clearance 
is designed to evaluate questions for 
optimal design as well as to provide 
documentation supporting the validity 
of NCHS and other agencies’ 
information collections. 

CCQDER obtains information about 
the interpretive processes used by 
respondents to formulate answers to 
survey questions. Findings are used to: 
(1) ensure question comparability across 
respondent groups; (2) correct any 
identified problematic questions, for 
example, those which are vague or 
ambiguous, cannot be answered readily 
or accurately by the respondent, or 
otherwise contribute to the non- 
sampling errors of the survey; and (3) 
provide data usage documentation 
regarding the phenomena considered by 
respondents, that is, the specific 
construct measured by individual 
questions. Individual data collections 
submitted under the CCQDER Generic 
Clearance include a mix of qualitative 
and quantitative methodologies, 
including cognitive interviewing, focus 
groups, usability testing, ethnography, 
and survey field tests/pilot interviews 
(in-person/telephone/web). 

Section 306 of the Public Health 
Service (PHS) Act (42 U.S.C. 242k), as 
amended, authorizes that the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services (DHHS), 
acting through NCHS, shall undertake 
and support (by grant or contract) 
research, demonstrations, and 
evaluations respecting new or improved 
methods for obtaining current data to 
support statistical and epidemiological 
activities for the purpose of improving 
the effectiveness, efficiency, and quality 
of health services in the United States. 
CCQDER is the focal point within NCHS 
for questionnaire and survey 
development, pre-testing, and 
evaluation activities for CDC surveys 
such as; the National Survey of Family 
Growth (NSFG), the Research and 
Development Survey (RANDS) 
(including RANDS COVID), and other 
federally sponsored surveys. The 
CCQDER is requesting three years of 
OMB approval for this Generic 
Clearance submission to allow NCHS 
and its programs to conduct cognitive 
interviews, focus groups, in-depth or 
ethnographic interviews, usability tests, 
field tests/pilot interviews, and 
experimental research in laboratory and 
field settings, both for applied 
questionnaire development and 
evaluation as well as more basic 
research on measurement errors and 
survey response. 

The CCQDER at NCHS is the only 
government entity that currently 
conducts testing and development of 
NCHS or other CDC questionnaires. An 
average of 55,900 respondents 
participate in CCQDER activities in a 
given year and the average annual 
respondent burden is estimated to be 
14,100 burden hours. Annualized 
estimates of respondent burden for each 
of the questionnaire development 
studies over the course of the approval 
period are provided below. 

ESTIMATED ANNUALIZED BURDEN TABLE 

Types of respondents Form name Number of 
respondents 

Number of 
responses per 

respondent 

Average hours 
per response 

(hours) 

Total burden 
hours 

Individuals or house-
holds.

Eligibility Screeners ............................................. 6,000 1 5/60 500 

Individuals or house-
holds.

Developmental Questionnaires ........................... 1,000 1 55/60 917 

Individuals or house-
holds.

Respondent Data Collection Sheet ..................... 1,000 1 5/60 83 

Individuals or house-
holds.

Focus Group Respondents ................................. 100 1 90/60 150 

Individuals or house-
holds.

RANDS (Methodological Survey) ........................ 49,800 1 15/60 12,450 

Total ........................ .............................................................................. ........................ ........................ ........................ 14,100 
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Jeffrey M. Zirger, 
Lead, Information Collection Review Office, 
Office of Public Health Ethics and 
Regulations, Office of Science, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
[FR Doc. 2026–04562 Filed 3–6–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4163–18–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention 

[60Day–26–1291; Docket No. CDC–2026– 
0430] 

Proposed Data Collection Submitted 
for Public Comment and 
Recommendations 

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Department of Health 
and Human Services (HHS). 
ACTION: Notice with comment period. 

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), as part of 
its continuing effort to reduce public 
burden and maximize the utility of 
government information, invites the 
general public and other federal 
agencies the opportunity to comment on 
a continuing information collection, as 
required by the Paperwork Reduction 
Act of 1995. This notice invites 
comment on a proposed information 
collection project titled Generic 
Information Collection Request for 
Cognitive Testing and Pilot Testing for 
the National Center for Chronic Disease 
Prevention and Health Promotion. This 
Generic Clearance is designed to 
support methodological studies that 
improve information quality and the 
efficiency of information collection. 
DATES: CDC must receive written 
comments on or before May 8, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by Docket No. CDC–2026– 
0430 by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail: Jeffrey M. Zirger, Information 
Collection Review Office, Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 1600 
Clifton Road NE, MS H21–8, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30329. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
Docket Number. CDC will post, without 
change, all relevant comments to 
www.regulations.gov. 

Please note: Submit all comments 
through the Federal eRulemaking portal 
(www.regulations.gov) or by U.S. mail to 
the address listed above. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
request more information on the 
proposed project or to obtain a copy of 
the information collection plan and 
instruments, contact Jeffrey M. Zirger, 
Information Collection Review Office, 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road NE, MS 
H21–8, Atlanta, Georgia 30329; phone: 
404–639–7118; Email: omb@cdc.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) 
(44 U.S.C. 3501–3520), federal agencies 
must obtain approval from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for each 
collection of information they conduct 
or sponsor. In addition, the PRA also 
requires federal agencies to provide a 
60-day notice in the Federal Register 
concerning each proposed collection of 
information, including each new 
proposed collection, each proposed 
extension of existing collection of 
information, and each reinstatement of 
previously approved information 
collection before submitting the 
collection to the OMB for approval. To 
comply with this requirement, we are 
publishing this notice of a proposed 
data collection as described below. 

The OMB is particularly interested in 
comments that will help: 

1. Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; 

2. Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

3. Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; 

4. Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submissions 
of responses; and 

5. Assess information collection costs. 

Proposed Project 

Generic Information Collection 
Request (ICR) for Cognitive Testing and 
Pilot Testing for the National Center for 
Chronic Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion (NCCDPHP) (OMB Control 
No. 0921–1291, Exp. 05/31/2026)— 
Extension—National Center for Chronic 
Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion (NCCDPHP), Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Background and Brief Description 

CDC’s National Center for Chronic 
Disease Prevention and Health 
Promotion (NCCDPHP) has previously 
established a Generic Clearance to 
support information collection for 
cognitive testing and pilot testing 
activities. Information collections that 
support the Behavioral Risk Factor 
Surveillance System (BRFSS) and other 
NCCDPHP programs are expected to be 
the major focus of activity under this 
Generic Clearance. Additional 
information collections may also be 
considered for submission through this 
Generic Clearance if they are relevant to 
BRFSS and NCCDPHP programs or 
collaborations. 

Cognitive testing and pilot testing are 
methodological procedures conducted 
to prepare for a large scale or key 
information collection. Cognitive and 
pilot testing activities are designed to 
improve information quality and the 
efficiency of information collection by 
addressing issues such as the use of new 
or existing survey questions, question 
formatting, survey protocols, data 
collection software systems and other 
related processes. Cognitive testing is a 
technique used to clarify the meaning of 
survey questions and/or the response 
options for questions. Cognitive testing 
contributes to the understanding of the 
validity and reliability of questions used 
for a variety of public health purposes. 
Cognitive testing is conducted early in 
the process of considering questions for 
use in a survey or other information 
collection activity. This type of testing 
is usually conducted in a controlled 
setting, such as an office setting. 
Respondents participate in a discussion 
or interview with a trained interviewer 
and may respond individually or as 
members of focus groups. 

Questions may undergo cognitive 
testing because they have not been used 
in previous surveys; for example, 
questions related to the emergence of a 
new public health concern (such as e- 
cigarettes). In addition, testing may be 
conducted on previously used questions 
to assess their use in a different 
information collection mode; for 
example, testing might be conducted to 
convert questions developed for a paper 
survey to an interview format or an 
electronic survey format; or testing 
might be conducted to identify issues 
specific to a subpopulation or language 
translation. Respondents are asked to 
review questions and/or surveys to 
discuss their impressions of the items 
under consideration, the questions, the 
response set, individual words within 
the question, or the focus of the 
questionnaire itself. Incentives may be 
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