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ADDRESSES: Send comments identified 
by docket number FAA–2025–4749 
using any of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov and follow 
the online instructions for sending your 
comments electronically. 

• Mail: Send comments to Docket 
Operations, M–30; U.S. Department of 
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Room W12–140, West 
Building Ground Floor, Washington, DC 
20590–0001. 

• Hand Delivery or Courier: Take 
comments to Docket Operations in 
Room W12–140 of the West Building 
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590– 
0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. 

• Fax: Fax comments to Docket 
Operations at (202) 493–2251. 

Privacy: In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
553(c), DOT solicits comments from the 
public to better inform its rulemaking 
process. DOT posts these comments, 
without edit, including any personal 
information the commenter provides, to 
http://www.regulations.gov, as 
described in the system of records 
notice (DOT/ALL–14 FDMS), which can 
be reviewed at http://www.dot.gov/ 
privacy. 

Docket: Background documents or 
comments received may be read at 
http://www.regulations.gov at any time. 
Follow the online instructions for 
accessing the docket or go to the Docket 
Operations in Room W12–140 of the 
West Building Ground Floor at 1200 
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20590–0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except Federal 
holidays. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Nia 
Daniels, (202) 267–7626, Office of 
Rulemaking, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591, at 
202–267–9677. 

This notice is published pursuant to 
14 CFR 11.85. 

Issued in Washington, DC. 
Dan A. Ngo, 
Manager, Part 11 Petitions Branch, Office of 
Rulemaking. 

Petition for Exemption 
Docket No.: FAA–2025–4749. 
Petitioner: HALO Flight, Inc. 
Sections of 14 CFR Affected: 

§§ 43.3(a), 43.3(g), and 135.443(b)(3). 
Description of Relief Sought: HALO 

Flight, Inc. petitions for an exemption 

from Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations §§ 43.3(a), 43.3(g), and 
135.443(b)(3) that would allow for 
HALO certificated pilots, who are not 
mechanics, to be authorized to perform 
limited maintenance and preventative 
maintenance procedures on aircraft at 
remote locations, while away from 
maintenance personnel. This would 
allow HALO certificated pilots to 
replace defective safety wiring or cotter 
keys, replenish hydraulic fluid in the 
hydraulic reservoir, replace and service 
batteries, and remove, check, and 
replace magnetic chip detectors. This 
exemption would also authorize HALO 
pilots, who perform such maintenance, 
to make required logbook entries. 
[FR Doc. 2026–07097 Filed 4–10–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Petition for Authorization To Exceed 
Mach 1 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice of decision to grant an 
authorization to exceed Mach 1. 

SUMMARY: This notice summarizes the 
petition Hermeus Corporation submitted 
to FAA requesting a special flight 
authorization as provided for in FAA 
regulations. The notice also provides for 
public awareness of FAA’s decision to 
grant Hermeus Corporation’s request. 
FAA is not requesting comments on the 
petition or FAA’s decision regarding the 
petition because a special flight 
authorization petition to exceed Mach 1 
follows a separate regulatory process. 
DATES: The grant of the special flight 
authorization to exceed Mach 1 is 
effective April 9, 2026. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
David Senzig, Office of Environment 
and Energy, Federal Aviation 
Administration, 800 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20591; 
781–238–7034, david.a.senzig@faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Petitioner: Hermeus Corporation. 
Applicable Sections of 14 CFR: 

Sections 91.817 and 91.818. 
Description of Relief Sought: Hermeus 

Corporation seeks relief to allow certain 
flight tests to exceed Mach 1. 

On January 12, 2026, Hermeus 
Corporation, Atlanta, GA (Hermeus), 

petitioned FAA to allow Hermeus to 
operate a civil aircraft that is expected 
to exceed Mach 1 speeds during flight 
testing. Specifically, Hermeus requested 
to conduct developmental flight test 
operations of an experimental aircraft, 
the Quarterhorse Mark 2.1 (Mk 2.1) 
Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS), over 
the White Sand Missile Range (WSMR) 
inside Restricted Areas R–5111 A & B 
and R–5107 B located in New Mexico. 
The petitioner requested authorization 
for up to seven supersonic test flights by 
December 31, 2026. The proposed 
operations would occur at or above 
30,000 ft Mean Sea Level. 

To satisfy its environmental 
requirements, in a decision dated March 
27, 2026, FAA relied on and adopted 
the Department of the Army’s 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for Development and Implementation of 
Range-Wide Mission and Major 
Capabilities at White Sands Missile 
Range (WSMR), New Mexico, March 
2010, which is the foundational 
document for the Department of the 
Army’s Record of Environmental 
Consideration for the proposed action. 
FAA determined that proposed 
supersonic test flights would not 
significantly affect the quality of the 
human environment. 

FAA finds the request by the 
petitioner is well within the intent of 14 
CFR 91.818. As such, FAA has decided 
to grant this Special Flight 
Authorization to Exceed Mach 1. 
Authority to exceed Mach 1 during the 
testing of the Hermeus Mk 2.1 
experimental aircraft is limited to the 
conditions and limitations stated in the 
special flight authorization. 

FAA’s decision to grant a special 
flight authorization in response to 
Hermeus’ petition and the applicable 
FAA environmental review document is 
available on FAA’s website. FAA is 
posting grants of special flight 
authorizations and applicable FAA 
environmental review documents. 
These documents may be found at: 
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/ 
headquarters_offices/apl/aee/env_
policy/sfa_supersonic. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 9, 
2026. 
David Senzig, 
Acting Manager, Noise Division, Office of 
Environment and Energy, Noise Division 
(AEE–100). 
[FR Doc. 2026–07121 Filed 4–10–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 19:15 Apr 10, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00157 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 9990 E:\FR\FM\13APN1.SGM 13APN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
9W

7S
14

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E

https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/apl/aee/env_policy/sfa_supersonic
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/apl/aee/env_policy/sfa_supersonic
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/apl/aee/env_policy/sfa_supersonic
http://www.dot.gov/privacy
http://www.dot.gov/privacy
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:david.a.senzig@faa.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-04-11T00:47:01-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




