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reference form in support of the
scholarship application. Undergraduate
scholarship recipients are required to
complete a Student Scholarship
Training Record to track their time,
attendance, and accomplishments
during their internships. Student
scholar alumni are also requested to
provide information to NOAA for
internal tracking purposes. This
information informs NOAA whether
NOAA-funded students pursue and
complete post-graduate NOAA-related
science degrees, are employed by NOAA
or a NOAA contractor, or in fields
related to NOAA’s mission.

NOAA EPP CSC grant award
recipients are required to update the
student tracker database with the
required student information in order to
assess compliance with award
performance measures. While supported
by NOAA scholarship and internship
programs, the Office of Education
surveys students and mentors to gain
feedback on experiences and to assess
program impact. Feedback collected
from surveys will be used to improve
programs to ensure the highest quality
experience for supported students.

The collected data supports the Office
of Education’s program performance
measures. To measure the impact of
these programs, the data collected are
compared to the available data in the
national education databases (e.g.,
National Science Foundation and
National Center for Education Statistics)
and NOAA workforce management
database. Furthermore, the student data
collection identifies degree and NOAA
mission-aligned discipline pipeline
areas, guiding NOAA’s effort to recruit
for its mission-aligned educational and
training programs and future workforce.

This information collection includes
several changes to the type and amount
of information being collected as
described below. The changes to the
application and surveys are minimal
and will not change the burden
response time.

1. Updates to Undergraduate
Scholarship Programs Application

2. Updates to Undergraduate
Scholarship Programs Student
Surveys

3. Updates to Undergraduate
Scholarship Programs Mentor
Surveys

4. Addition of Undergraduate
Scholarship Programs Travel
Request Forms

5. Addition of Undergraduate
Scholarship Programs Onboarding
and Scholar Information Form

6. Removal of Student Opportunities
Optional Demographic Data

Collection and the Hollings
Preparation Program Application
and Surveys

7. Removal of Undergraduate
Scholarship Program Applicant
Surveys

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; business or other for-profit;
not-for-profit institutions; Federal, State,
Local or Tribal Government.

Frequency: On occasion, depending
on the collection instrument.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary or
Required to Obtain or Retain Benefits
depending on the collection instrument.

Legal Authority: The America
COMPETES Act, Public Law 110-69,
Section 4002; The Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2005, Public Law
108—447, Section 214.

This information collection request
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov.
Follow the instructions to view the
Department of Commerce collections
currently under review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments”’ or
by using the search function and
entering either the title of the collection
or the OMB Control Number 0648—-0568.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2026—07790 Filed 4-21-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-12-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Secrecy and License To Export

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) will submit
the following information collection
request to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for review and clearance
in accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, on or after the

date of publication of this notice. The
USPTO invites comments on the
information collection renewal of 0651—
0034, which helps the USPTO assess the
impact of its information collection
requirements and minimize the
reporting burden to the public. Public
comments were previously requested
via the Federal Register on November
19, 2025 during a 60-day comment
period (90 FR 52041). This notice allows
for an additional 30 days for public
comments.

DATES: To ensure consideration, you
must submit comments regarding this
information collection on or before May
22, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for this information
collection should be submitted within
30 days of the publication of this notice
on the following website, http://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting ““‘Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function and entering either the title of
the information collection or the OMB
Control Number, 0651-0034. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

e This information collection request
may be viewed at http://
www.reginfo.gov. Follow the
instructions to view the Department of
Commerce, USPTO information
collections currently under review by
OMB.

e Email: InformationCollection@
uspto.gov. Include “0651-0034
information request” in the subject line
of the message.

e Mail: Justin Isaac, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450.

e Telephone: Jeffrey R. West, Senior
Legal Advisor, 571-272-2226.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Secrecy and License to Export.

OMB Control Number: 0651-0034.

Abstract: In the interest of national
security, patent laws and regulations
place certain limitations on the
disclosure of information contained in
patents and patent applications and on
the filing of applications for patents in
foreign countries.

This information collection includes
the information needed by the USPTO
to review the various types of petitions
regarding secrecy orders and foreign
filing licenses. This collection of
information is required by 35 U.S.C.
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181-186 and is administered by the
USPTO through 37 CFR 5.1-5.5, 5.11—
5.15, 5.18-5.20, and 5.25.

Secrecy Orders

Whenever the publication or
disclosure of an invention by the
publication of an application or by the
granting of a patent is, in the opinion of
the head of an interested Government
agency, determined to be detrimental to
national security, the USPTO
Commissioner for Patents must issue a
secrecy order and withhold the
publication of a patent application and
the grant of a patent for such period as
the national interest requires. A patent
will not be issued on the application,
nor will the application be published, as
long as the secrecy order is in force. If
a secrecy order is applied to an
international application, the
application will not be forwarded to the
International Bureau as long as the
secrecy order is in effect.

The Commissioner for Patents can
issue three types of secrecy orders, each
of a different scope. The first type,
Secrecy Order and Permit for Foreign
Filing in Certain Countries, is intended
to permit the widest utilization of the
technical data in the patent application
while still controlling any publication
or disclosure that would result in an
unlawful exportation. The second type,
the Secrecy Order and Permit for
Disclosing Classified Information, is to
treat classified technical data presented
in a patent application in the same
manner as any other classified material.
The third type of secrecy order, the
General Secrecy Order, is used where
the other types of orders do not apply,
including orders issued by direction of
agencies other than the Department of
Defense.

Under the provision of 35 U.S.C. 181,
a secrecy order remains in effect for a
period of one year from its date of
issuance. A secrecy order may be
renewed for additional periods of not
more than one year upon notice by a
government agency that the national
interest continues to so require it. The
applicant is notified of the renewal.

When the USPTO places a secrecy
order on a patent application, the
regulations authorize the applicant to
petition the USPTO for permits to allow
disclosure, modification, or rescission of
the secrecy order, or to obtain a general
or group permit. In each of these
circumstances, the petition is forwarded
to the appropriate defense agency for
decision. Also, the Commissioner for
Patents may rescind any order upon
notification by the heads of the
departments and the chief officers of the
agencies who caused the order to be

issued that the disclosure of the
invention is no longer deemed
detrimental to national security.

Unless expressly ordered otherwise,
action on the application and
prosecution by the applicant will
proceed during the time the application
is under secrecy order to a specific point
as indicated under 37 CFR 5.3. See the
Manual of Patent Examining Procedure
(MPEP) Section 130 (9th ed., rev.
01.2024, November 2024). For example,
prosecution of a national application
under a secrecy order may proceed only
to the point where it is found to be in
condition for allowance. See 37 CFR
5.3(c). Prosecution of international
applications under a secrecy order, on
the other hand, will proceed only to the
point before record and search copies
would be transmitted to the
international authorities or the
applicant. See 37 CFR 5.3(d). National
applications under secrecy order that
come to a final rejection must be
appealed or otherwise prosecuted to
avoid abandonment. Appeals in such
cases must be completed by the
applicant, but unless specifically
indicated by the Commissioner of
Patents, will not be set for hearing until
the secrecy order is removed.

Foreign Filing License

This information collection also
covers information gathered with
respect to foreign filing licenses. The
filing of a patent application is
considered a request for a foreign filing
license. However, in some instances an
applicant may need a license for filing
patent applications in foreign countries
prior to a filing in the USPTO or sooner
than the anticipated licensing of a
pending patent application.

For such circumstances, this
information collection covers petitions
for a foreign filing license either with or
without a corresponding United States
application. In addition, this
information collection covers petitions
to change the scope of a license and
petitions for a retroactive license for
instances when a patent application is
filed through error in a foreign country
without the appropriate filing license.

Forms: None.

Type of Review: Extension and
revision of a currently approved
information collection.

Affected Public: Private sector.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain benefits.

Frequency: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Annual
Respondents: 7,318 respondents.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 7,318 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: The
USPTO estimates that the responses in
this information collection will take the
public approximately 30 minutes (0.50
hours) to 4 hours to complete. This
includes the time to gather the
necessary information, create the
document, and submit the completed
item to the USPTO.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Burden Hours: 4,207 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Non-hourly Cost Burden: $1,623,052.

Since the publication of the 60-day
notice, the USPTO has updated the
postage costs rates associated with this
information collection. This results in
an increase of $76 in non-hourly
burden, for a new estimated total annual
respondent cost burden of $1,623,052.

Justin Isaac,

Information Collections Officer, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 2026—07831 Filed 4-21-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
[Docket ID ED-2026-FSA-0727]

Privacy Act of 1974; System of
Records

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid, U.S.
Department of Education.

ACTION: Notice of a modified system of
records.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, the
U.S. Department of Education
(Department) publishes this notice of a
modified system of records entitled
“Aid Awareness and Application
Processing” (18—11-21). This system
maintains information necessary for the
Department to process applications for
Federal student financial program
assistance under title IV of the Higher
Education Act of 1965, as amended
(HEA); to perform the responsibilities of
the Federal Student Aid (FSA)
Ombudsman; to provide Federal student
loan repayment relief including under
the borrower defense to repayment
regulations; to notify aid applicants and
aid recipients of aid program
opportunities and updates under title IV
of the HEA via digital communication
channels; and to maintain the
StudentAid.gov website as the front end
for assisting customers with all of their
Federal student financial aid needs
throughout the student aid lifecycle.
The Department’s Digital and Customer
Care (DCC) Information Technology (IT)
system collects the electronic records
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