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Railway Company (NS) petitioned FRA
for relief from certain regulations
concerning training requirements.
DATES: FRA must receive comments on
the petition by June 22, 2026. FRA will
consider comments received after that
date to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments related to this
docket may be submitted by going to
https://www.regulations.gov and
following the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Check Kam, Rail Safety Specialist, FRA
Motive Power & Equipment Division,
telephone: 202-366-2139, email:
check.kam@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), this document
provides the public notice that by
undated letter received February 25,
2026, NS petitioned FRA for relief from
certain provisions of the Federal
railroad safety regulations contained at
49 CFR part 232, Brake System Safety
Standards for Freight and Other Non-
Passenger Trains and Equipment; End-
of-Train Devices. The relevant Docket
Number is FRA-2018-0100.

Specifically, NS seeks relief from
§232.203(b)(8), Training requirements,
to use virtual simulations using web-
based or desktop software to satisfy the
“hands-on” portion of periodic refresher
training for transportation employees.
NS states that since the blended training
curriculum provides a greater volume of
defects than in a real-world scenario, its
“employees are able to more accurately
identify issues, recognize patterns, and
apply corrective actions with greater
confidence and consistency.” NS also
notes that it is prepared to implement
the training “across conductor and
supervisor crafts.”

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment and a
public hearing, they should notify FRA,
in writing, before the end of the
comment period and specify the basis
for their request.

Communications received by June 22,
2026 will be considered by FRA before
final action is taken. Comments received
after that date will be considered if
practicable.

Privacy Act

Anyone can search the electronic
form of any written communications
and comments received into any of
FRA’s dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the document, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT
solicits comments from the public to
inform its processes. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy. See
also https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC.

John Karl Alexy,

Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety,
Chief Safety Officer.

[FR Doc. 202607925 Filed 4-22-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2020-0086]

Notice of Petition for Extension of
Waiver of Compliance

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public notice that St. Mary’s Railroad
(SM) petitioned FRA for an extension of
relief from certain regulations
concerning stenciling of rail cars.
DATES: FRA must receive comments on
the petition by June 22, 2026. FRA will

consider comments received after that
date to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments related to this
docket may be submitted by going to
https://www.regulations.gov and
following the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Caleb Rogers, Railroad Safety Specialist,
FRA Motive Power & Equipment
Division, telephone: 202—493-6322,
email: caleb.rogers@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), this document
provides the public notice that by letter
received February 18, 2026, SM
petitioned FRA for an extension of a
special approval pursuant to 49 CFR
part 215 (Railroad Freight Car Safety
Standards), and a waiver of compliance
from certain provisions of the Federal
railroad safety regulations contained in
part 215. The relevant Docket Number is
FRA-2020-0086.

Specifically, SM requests to extend
the previous special approval pursuant
to § 215.203, Restricted cars, in this
docket for 3 cars (SM 1001, SM 1002,
and SM 1003) and 2 cabooses (SM 0616
and SM X395) that are more than 50
years from the date of original
construction. SM also seeks extended
relief from § 215.303, Stenciling of
restricted cars. SM states that the cars
will not interchange with any other
railroads and will be used in passenger
service. SM adds that the stenciling
relief is requested because SM “strives
to have [its] equipment represent
original appearances.”

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
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connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment and a
public hearing, they should notify FRA,
in writing, before the end of the
comment period and specify the basis
for their request.

Communications received by June 22,
2026 will be considered by FRA before
final action is taken. Comments received
after that date will be considered if
practicable.

Privacy Act

Anyone can search the electronic
form of any written communications
and comments received into any of
FRA’s dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the document, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT
solicits comments from the public to
inform its processes. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy. See
also https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC.

John Karl Alexy,

Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety,
Chief Safety Officer.

[FR Doc. 2026—07926 Filed 4-22—-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. FRA-2026—-0037]

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and its
implementing regulations, FRA seeks
approval of the Information Collection
Request (ICR) summarized below.
Before submitting this ICR to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
approval, FRA is soliciting public
comment on specific aspects of the
activities identified in the ICR.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before June 22,
2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed ICR
should be submitted on https://
www.regulations.gov to Docket No.
FRA-2026-0037. All comments
received will be posted without change
to the docket, including any personal
information provided. Please refer to the
assigned OMB control number (2130—
0537) in any correspondence submitted.
FRA will summarize comments received
in response to this notice in a
subsequent notice, made available to the
public, and include them in its
information collection submission to
OMB for approval.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Joanne Swafford, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, at email:
joanne.swafford@dot.gov or telephone:
(757) 897—9908.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PRA,
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520, and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to
provide 60 days’ notice to the public to
allow comment on information
collection activities before seeking OMB
approval of the activities. See 44 U.S.C.
3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.8 through
1320.12. Specifically, FRA invites
interested parties to comment on the
following ICR regarding: (1) whether the
information collection activities are
necessary for FRA to properly execute
its functions, including whether the
activities will have practical utility; (2)
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the
burden of the information collection
activities, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used to
determine the estimates; (3) ways for
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information being
collected; and (4) ways for FRA to
minimize the burden of information
collection activities on the public,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. See 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A); 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1).

FRA believes that soliciting public
comment may reduce the administrative
and paperwork burdens associated with
the collection of information that
Federal regulations mandate. In
summary, comments received will
advance three objectives: (1) reduce
reporting burdens; (2) organize
information collection requirements in a
‘“user-friendly”” format to improve the
use of such information; and (3)
accurately assess the resources
expended to retrieve and produce

information requested. See 44 U.S.C.
3501.

The summary below describes the ICR
that FRA will submit for OMB clearance
as the PRA requires:

Title: Railroad Police Officers.

OMB Control Number: 2130-0537.

Abstract: Title 49 CFR part 207
requires railroads to notify States of all
designated police officers who perform
duties in their respective jurisdictions
who were commissioned as police
officers by another State or States. This
is necessary to verify proper police
authority. In addition, if a railroad or
police officer certified or commissioned
as a police officer under the laws of a
State or jurisdiction transfers primary
employment or residence from the
certifying or commissioning State to
another one, the railroad police officer
must apply to be certified or
commissioned as a police officer under
the laws of the State of new primary
employment or residence not later than
one year after the date of transfer.

In this 60-day notice, after a thorough
review, FRA is making multiple
adjustments to its estimates that
decrease the currently approved burden
hours from 18 hours to 15 hours. This
burden decrease is the result of changes
summarized below.

Section 207.4 requires railroads to
provide written notice of a railroad
police officer’s commission to each
State in which the railroad police officer
will protect the railroads’ property,
personnel, passengers, and cargo.
Railroads are also required to keep
copies of these written notices. The
revised estimate of 52 responses was
calculated by applying a 10%
employment turnover to the 525 annual
commissions reported by the
Association of American Railroads
(AAR). In addition, after further
clarification from OMB, § 207.4(c)
verification by States for receipt of
written notices was determined to be
excluded from coverage under the PRA.

Lastly, § 207.6 requires commissioned
railroad police officers who transfer
primary employment or residence from
one State to another State or jurisdiction
to apply to be commissioned as a police
officer under the laws of the State of the
new primary State of employment or
residence. FRA revised this estimate
from 50 transfers annually to 8 transfers
annually to reflect more accurately the
expected number of transfers over the
next three-year information collection
period.

Overall, these adjustments reduced
the annual burden by three hours.

Type of Request: Extension without
change (with changes in estimates) of a
currently approved collection.
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