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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. AMS-SC-25-0465]

Almonds Grown in California; Notice of
Request for Extension and Revision of
a Currently Approved Information
Collection

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Agricultural
Marketing Service’s (AMS) intention to
request an extension for, and revision
to, a currently approved information
collection for Almonds Grown in
California, Marketing Order No. 981.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by July 6, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments
concerning this notice. Comments can
be sent to the Docket Clerk, Market
Development Division, Specialty Crops
Program, AMS, USDA, 1400
Independence Avenue SW, STOP 0237,
Washington, DC 20250-0237.
Comments can also be submitted to the
Docket Clerk electronically by email:
MarketingOrderComment@usda.gov or
via the internet at: https://
www.regulations.gov. Comments should
reference the document number and the
date and page number of this issue of
the Federal Register. Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be included in the record, will be made
available to the public, and may be
viewed at: https://www.regulations.gov.
Please be advised that comments are
posted to regulations.gov without
change.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Taylor Johnson, Marketing Specialist, or
Matthew Pavone, Chief, Rulemaking
Services Branch, Market Development

Division, Specialty Crops Program,
AMS, USDA, 1400 Independence
Avenue SW, Stop 0237, Washington, DC
20250-0237; telephone: (202) 720-8085,
or email: Taylor.Johnson3@usda.gov or
Matthew.Pavone@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Almonds Grown in California,
Marketing Order No. 981.

OMB Number: 0581-0242.

Expiration Date of Approval: August
31, 2026.

Type of Request: Extension and
revision of a currently approved
information collection.

Abstract: The information collection
requirements in this request are
essential to carry out the intent of the
Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937, as amended (7 U.S.C. 601-674)
(the Act), to provide respondents the
type of service they request and to
administer Marketing Order No. 981 (7
CFR part 981, the Order), which
regulates the handling of almonds
grown in California.

The Order and its rules and
regulations authorize the Almond Board
of California (Board), the organization
responsible for local administration of
the marketing order, to require handlers
and other certain entities to submit
information.

Since September 2007, the Board has
been operating a mandatory program
under the marketing order to help
reduce the potential for Salmonella in
almonds. The Board developed forms as
a means for handlers to file required
information with the Board relating to
the treatment of almonds. Almond
handlers are required to submit annual
treatment plans to the Board and
inspection agency regarding how they
plan to treat their almonds in
compliance with the program.

Entities interested in being almond
process authorities that validate
technologies are required to submit an
application to the Board on ABC Form
No. 51, “Application for Process
Authority for Almonds.” Manufacturers
in the United States, Canada, and
Mexico interested in being approved to
accept untreated almonds, provided
they agree to treat the almonds
themselves under the Board’s Direct
Verifiable (DV) program, are required to
submit an application to the Board on
ABC Form No. 52, “Application for
Direct Verifiable (DV) Program for
Further Processing of Untreated

Almonds.” Entities interested in being
approved DV Program user auditors are
required to apply to the Board on ABC
Form No. 53, “Application for Direct
Verifiable (DV) Program Auditors.” To
ensure compliance with the mandatory
program, entities are required to use
either an on-site or audit-based
verification program and annually
submit a treatment plan to the Board on
ABC Form No. 54, “Handler Treatment
Plan.” An individual desiring approval
as a custom processor must demonstrate
that their facility meets the Order’s
treatment process requirements and
must submit an application to the Board
on ABC Form No. 55, “Custom
Processor Application.”

The information collected is used
only by authorized representatives of
USDA, including the AMS Specialty
Crops Program’s regional and
headquarters’ staff, and authorized
employees and agents of the Board.
Authorized Board employees, agents,
and the industry are the primary users
of the information, and AMS is the
secondary user.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 1.1 hours per
response.

Respondents: Almond handlers;
persons or organizations that would like
to qualify to be Board-approved process
authorities that validate treatments and
technologies; manufacturers who would
like to qualify to participate in the
Board’s DV program; and entities that
would like to qualify as auditors under
the DV program.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
225.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 1.00.

Estimated Number of Recordkeeping
hours: 3,900 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 4,210 hours.

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
this collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information has practical
utility; (2) the accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the collection
of information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(3) ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information collected;
and (4) ways to minimize the burden of
the collection of information on those
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who respond, including through the use
of appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
become a matter of public record.

Erin Morris, Administrator,
Agricultural Marketing Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-08597 Filed 5-1-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Information Collection: Qualified
Products Lists for Fire Chemicals for
Wildland Fire Management

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice; request for comment.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Forest Service is seeking comments
from all interested individuals and
organizations on the renewal of a
currently approved information
collection, Qualified Products Lists for
Fire Chemicals for Wildland Fire
Management.

DATES: Comments must be received in
writing on or before July 6, 2026 to be
assured of consideration. Comments
received after that date will be
considered to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES: Comments concerning this
notice should be addressed to Hunter
Jones, Fire Chemicals Branch Chief,
USDA Forest Service, National
Technology and Development Program,
(NTDP), 5785 Highway 10 W, Missoula,
MT 59808 or at (406) 829-6810.
Comments also may be submitted via
email to: hunter.jones@usda.gov.
Comments submitted in response to this
notice may be made available to the
public through relevant websites and
upon request. For this reason, please do
not include in your comments
information of a confidential nature,
such as sensitive personal information
or proprietary information. If you send
an email comment, your email address
will be automatically captured and
included as part of the comment that is
placed in the public docket and made
available on the internet. Please note
that responses to this public comment
request containing any routine notice
about the confidentiality of the
communication will be treated as public
comments that may be made available to
the public notwithstanding the
inclusion of the routine notice.

The public may inspect the draft
supporting statement and/or comments
received at the National Interagency Fire
Center (NIFC), Jack Wilson Building, in
Boise, Idaho during normal business
hours. Visitors are encouraged to call
ahead to (208) 387-5512 to facilitate
entry to the building. The public may
request an electronic copy of the draft
supporting statement and/or any
comments received be sent via return
email. Requests should be emailed to
hunter.jones@usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bryon Lake, National Technology and
Development Program, (NTDP) at (406)
829-6814 or Hunter Jones at (406) 829—
6810. Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1 (800) 877—8339
twenty-four hours a day, every day of
the year, including holidays.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Qualified Products Lists for Fire
Chemicals for Wildland Fire
Management.

OMB Number: 0596—0182.

Expiration Date of Approval: N/A.

Type of Request: Reinstatement
without change of a previously
approved information collection.

Abstract: The Forest Service and
cooperating wildland firefighting
agencies need adequate types and
quantities of qualified fire chemical
products available to accomplish fire
management activities as safely and
effectively as possible. To accomplish
this objective, the Agency evaluates and
pre-qualifies commercial wildland
firefighting chemicals. The Agency is
required to submit the formulations to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
National Oceanic Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries during the
evaluation process. All products must
meet the requirements of specifications
identified and maintained by the
Wildland Fire Chemical Systems
(WFCS) staff at the National Technology
& Development Program (NTDP). After a
product evaluation has been completed
successfully, the product is added to the
Qualified Products List (QPL) for the
appropriate product type. All Federal
procurements of wildland fire chemicals
are made from these lists.

To initiate an evaluation, product
manufacturers (or authorized suppliers)
enter into an agreement with the Forest
Service and pay all costs associated
with the submission and evaluation of
the product. Once the agreement is in
place and funds are deposited to cover
the associated costs, the manufacturer
submits the following information to
WEFCS:

1. List of the specific ingredients and
quantity used to prepare the product;

2. Identification of a specific company
as the source of supply for each
ingredient;

3. Copies of the Safety Data Sheet
(SDS) for the product and for each
ingredient used to prepare the product
(from the company that supplies that
chemical); and

4. Specific mixing requirements and
performance information.

Review of the submitted information
assures that the product does not
contain ingredients meeting the criteria
for Chemicals of Concern. Chemicals of
Concern are defined as chemicals
appearing on one or more of the
following lists:

e Agency list of unacceptable
ingredients;

¢ National Toxicology Program (NTP)
Annual Report on Carcinogens;

¢ International Agency for Research
on Cancer (IARC) Monographs for
Potential Carcinogen;

e Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act (CERCLA) List of Extremely
Hazardous Substances and Their
Threshold Planning Quantities;

¢ Resources Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA), Acutely
Hazardous and Toxic Wastes; and

e Emergency Planning and
Community Right to Know (EPCRA),
Toxic Release Inventory.

A risk assessment, performed at the
manufacturer expense, is required.

The risk assessment, performed by a
third party selected by the Agency,
assesses the products and levels of
ingredients found in typical
applications relative to human and
environmental impact.

Each product submitted is tested to
determine the mammalian and aquatic
toxicity of the product and must meet
specific levels of performance to
minimize potential risk during
firefighting operations and cannot
exceed establish thresholds. Additional
tests are performed to determine the
effectiveness of the product to reduce
the rate of spread, flame-length, and
intensity of the fire by application
directly on or near the fire. A number
of product characteristics are measured
over the operational performance range
of the product to ensure that the product
meets the needs of the firefighters in the
field.

The collection of this information for
each product submission is necessary,
due to the length of time needed to test
the product (16 to 18 months) and the
need to ensure that products do not
pose a hazard for laboratory personnel
during the evaluation process or field
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