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information about the applicant’s 
seizure history, the length of time that 
has elapsed since the individual’s last 
seizure, the stability of each individual’s 
treatment regimen and the duration of 
time on or off of anti-seizure 
medication. In addition, the Agency 
reviewed the treating clinician’s 
medical opinion related to the ability of 
the driver to safely operate a CMV with 
a seizure history and each applicant’s 
certified driving record from their State 
Driver’s Licensing Agency (SDLA). The 
information obtained from each 
applicant’s driving record provides the 
Agency with details regarding any 
moving violations or reported crash 
data, which demonstrates whether the 
driver has a safe driving history and is 
an indicator of future driving 
performance. If the driving record 
revealed a crash, FMCSA requested and 
reviewed the related police reports and 
other relevant documents, such as the 
citation and conviction information. A 
summary of each applicant’s seizure 
history was discussed in the March 2, 
2026, Federal Register notice (91 FR 
10182) and will not be repeated in this 
notice. 

These 14 applicants have been 
seizure-free over a range of nine to 27 
years while taking anti-seizure 
medication and have maintained a 
stable medication treatment regimen for 
the last 2 years. In each case, the 
applicant’s treating physician verified 
his or her seizure history and supports 
the ability to drive commercially. 

The Agency acknowledges the 
potential consequences of a driver 
experiencing a seizure while operating a 
CMV. However, the Agency believes the 
drivers granted this exemption have 
demonstrated that they are unlikely to 
have a seizure and their medical 
condition does not pose a risk to public 
safety in the operation of a CMV. 

Consequently, FMCSA finds further 
that in each case exempting these 
applicants from the epilepsy and seizure 
disorder prohibition in 49 CFR 
391.41(b)(8) would likely achieve a level 
of safety equivalent to, or greater than, 
the level of safety that would be 
achieved without the exemption, 
consistent with the applicable standard 
in 49 U.S.C. 31315(b)(1). 

VI. Terms and Conditions 
The terms and conditions of the 

exemption are provided to the 
applicants in the exemption document 
and include the following: each driver 
must (1) remain seizure-free, maintain a 
stable treatment, and report to FMCSA 
within 24 hours if they experience a 
seizure during the 2-year exemption 
period; (2) submit to FMCSA annual 

reports from their treating physicians 
attesting to the stability of treatment and 
that the driver has remained seizure- 
free; (3) undergo an annual medical 
examination by a certified medical 
examiner, as defined by 49 CFR 390.5T; 
(4) provide a copy of the annual medical 
certification to the employer for 
retention in the driver’s qualification 
file, or keep a copy in their driver’s 
qualification file if they are self- 
employed; (5) report to FMCSA the date, 
location, and time of any crashes as 
defined in 49 CFR 390.5T within 7 days 
of the crash; (6) report to FMCSA any 
citations and convictions for 
disqualifying offenses under 49 CFR 
parts 383 and 391 within 7 days of the 
citations and convictions; and (7) 
submit to FMCSA annual certified 
driving records from their SDLA. The 
driver must also have a copy of the 
exemption when driving, for 
presentation to a duly authorized 
Federal, State, or local law enforcement 
official. In addition, the driver must 
meet all applicable commercial driver’s 
license testing requirements. 

VII. Preemption 

During the period the exemption is in 
effect, no State shall enforce any law or 
regulation that conflicts with this 
exemption with respect to a person 
operating under the exemption. 

VIII. Conclusion 

Based upon its evaluation of the 14 
exemption applications, FMCSA 
exempts the following drivers from the 
epilepsy and seizure disorder 
prohibition in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(8), 
subject to the requirements cited above: 
Jeff Bagley (AL) 
Karl Brun (CA) 
Gilbert Cardoso (MA) 
Alma Rodriguez De Cervantes (CA) 
Damond Collins (DE) 
Jack Duffek (CA) 
Andrew Gagnon (NH) 
Peyton Jones (PA) 
James Klucas (KS) 
Shane Kreh (MD) 
Jarvis McBeth (SC) 
James Sager (PA) 
Richard Smith (NY) 
Cody Wheeler (WY) 

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 
31315(b), and FMCSA’s policy of 
issuing medical exemptions for a 2-year 
period to correspond with the medical 
certificate, each exemption will be valid 
for 2 years from the effective date unless 
revoked earlier by FMCSA. The 
exemption will be revoked if the 
following occurs: (1) the person fails to 
comply with the terms and conditions 
of the exemption, as set forth above; (2) 

the exemption has resulted in a lower 
level of safety than was maintained 
prior to being granted; or (3) 
continuation of the exemption would 
not be consistent with the goals and 
objectives of Title 49, chapter 313 or 
section 31136. 

Larry W. Minor, 
Associate Administrator for Policy. 
[FR Doc. 2026–11488 Filed 6–8–26; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Petition for Extension of 
Waiver of Compliance 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), Department of 
Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This document provides the 
public notice that St. Mary’s Railway 
West (SMW), petitioned FRA to extend 
relief related to its participation in 
FRA’s Confidential Close Call Reporting 
System (C3RS) Program. 
DATES: FRA must receive comments on 
the petition by August 10, 2026. FRA 
will consider comments received after 
that date to the extent practicable. 
ADDRESSES: 

Comments: Comments related to this 
docket may be submitted by going to 
https://www.regulations.gov and 
following the online instructions for 
submitting comments. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number. All comments received will be 
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any 
personal information. Please see the 
Privacy Act heading in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this document for Privacy Act 
information related to any submitted 
comments or materials. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the 
online instructions for accessing the 
docket. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ronald O. Simpson, Railroad Safety 
Specialist, FRA Safety Partnerships 
Division, telephone: 314–202–2971, 
email: ronald.o.simpson@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under 
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), this document 
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1 TRRA previously operated pursuant to a waiver 
in this docket that expired on April 4, 2019, ‘‘due 
to the facility idling down and being acquired by 
Nip[p]on Steel Corporation.’’ TRRA seeks to restart 
the waiver because the ‘‘blast furnace will be turned 
back on and trains will commence’’ in 2026. See 
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FRA-2013- 
0069-0010. 

provides the public notice that by letter 
dated April 7, 2026, SMW petitioned 
FRA for an extension of a waiver of 
compliance from certain provisions of 
the Federal railroad safety regulations 
contained at 49 CFR part 240 
(Qualification and Certification of 
Locomotive Engineers) and part 242 
(Qualification and Certification of 
Conductors). FRA assigned the petition 
Docket Number FRA–2021–0079. 

Specifically, SMW requests an 
extension of the relief required to 
continue its participation in FRA’s C3RS 
Program. SMW seeks to continue 
shielding reporting employees from 
mandatory punitive sanctions that 
would otherwise arise as provided in 
§§ 240.117(e)(1)–(4); 240.305(a)(1)–(4) 
and (a)(6); 240.307; 242.403(b), (c), 
(e)(1)–(4), (e)(6)–(11), (f)(1)–(2); and 
242.407. The C3RS Program encourages 
certified operating crew members to 
report close calls and protects the 
employees and the railroad from 
discipline or sanctions arising from the 
incidents reported per the C3RS 
Implementing Memorandum of 
Understanding (IMOU). 

In support of its request, SMW states 
that it continues to support the C3RS 
Program’s safety objectives, including 
‘‘confidential reporting, identification of 
hazards and operation risks, and 
implementation of corrective measures 
designed to improve safety 
performance.’’ 

A copy of the petition, as well as any 
written communications concerning the 
petition, is available for review online at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Interested parties are invited to 
participate in these proceedings by 
submitting written views, data, or 
comments. FRA does not anticipate 
scheduling a public hearing in 
connection with these proceedings since 
the facts do not appear to warrant a 
hearing. If any interested party desires 
an opportunity for oral comment and a 
public hearing, they should notify FRA, 
in writing, before the end of the 
comment period and specify the basis 
for their request. 

Communications received by August 
10, 2026 will be considered by FRA 
before final action is taken. Comments 
received after that date will be 
considered if practicable. 

Privacy Act 
Anyone can search the electronic 

form of any written communications 
and comments received into any of 
FRA’s dockets by the name of the 
individual submitting the comment (or 
signing the document, if submitted on 
behalf of an association, business, labor 
union, etc.). Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT 

solicits comments from the public to 
inform its processes. DOT posts these 
comments, without edit, including any 
personal information the commenter 
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as 
described in the system of records 
notice (DOT/ALL–14 FDMS), which can 
be reviewed at https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy. See 
also https://www.regulations.gov/ 
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of 
regulations.gov. 

Issued in Washington, DC. 
John Karl Alexy, 
Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety, 
Chief Safety Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2026–11516 Filed 6–8–26; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This document provides the 
public notice that the Terminal Railroad 
Association of St. Louis (TRRA) 
petitioned FRA to renew relief from 
certain regulations concerning a transfer 
train brake test. 
DATES: FRA must receive comments on 
the petition by August 10, 2026. FRA 
will consider comments received after 
that date to the extent practicable. 
ADDRESSES: 

Comments: Comments related to this 
docket may be submitted by going to 
https://www.regulations.gov and 
following the online instructions for 
submitting comments. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the agency name and docket 
number. All comments received will be 
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any 
personal information. Please see the 
Privacy Act heading in the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this document for Privacy Act 
information related to any submitted 
comments or materials. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the 
online instructions for accessing the 
docket. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steven Zuiderveen, Railroad Safety 

Specialist, FRA Motive Power & 
Equipment Division, telephone: 202– 
493–6337, email: steven.zuiderveen@
dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under 
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), this document 
provides the public notice that by letters 
dated January 7, 2026, and April 29, 
2026, TRRA petitioned FRA to renew a 
waiver of compliance from certain 
provisions of the Federal railroad safety 
regulations contained at 49 CFR part 
232 (Brake System Safety Standards for 
Freight and Other Non-Passenger Trains 
and Equipment; End-of-Train Devices). 
FRA assigned the petition Docket 
Number FRA–2013–0069.1 

Specifically, TRRA seeks to renew 
relief from the requirements of 
§ 232.215, Transfer train brake tests, 
which states that the brake test must be 
performed on trains that travel between 
a point of origin and a point of final 
destination not exceeding 20 miles. 
Instead, TRAA proposes to perform an 
inspection per § 232.211, Class III brake 
tests—trainline continuity inspection, 
and a roll-by inspection. TRRA intends 
to perform these inspections on the 
empty BNSF BNORE train as it doubles 
up and departs the Blast Furnace. When 
the train is then ‘‘spotted to an 
outbound track,’’ a Class 1 brake test per 
§ 232.205, Class I brake test—initial 
terminal inspection, will be performed. 

In support of its request, TRRA states 
that walking conditions near the Blast 
Furnace are unsafe and employees 
could be injured while performing the 
transfer train brake test. The train will 
operate only 2.95 miles before receiving 
the Class I brake test, and the train’s 
shoving will also reduce the blocking of 
public road crossings in the area. TRRA 
notes that there have been no incidents 
while operating under this waiver and 
requests to make the relief permanent. 

A copy of the petition, as well as any 
written communications concerning the 
petition, is available for review online at 
www.regulations.gov. 

Interested parties are invited to 
participate in these proceedings by 
submitting written views, data, or 
comments. FRA does not anticipate 
scheduling a public hearing in 
connection with these proceedings since 
the facts do not appear to warrant a 
hearing. If any interested party desires 
an opportunity for oral comment and a 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:00 Jun 08, 2026 Jkt 268001 PO 00000 Frm 00083 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\09JNN1.SGM 09JNN1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
8B

H
N

X
B

4P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

1

https://www.regulations.gov/document/FRA-2013-0069-0010
https://www.regulations.gov/document/FRA-2013-0069-0010
https://www.regulations.gov/privacy-notice
https://www.regulations.gov/privacy-notice
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy
https://www.transportation.gov/privacy
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:steven.zuiderveen@dot.gov
mailto:steven.zuiderveen@dot.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-06-09T00:44:59-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




