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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2025–0706] 

Notice of Request for Revision to and 
Extension of Approval of an 
Information Collection; African Swine 
Fever; Importation of Live Dogs for 
Resale From Regions Where ASF 
Exists or Is Reasonably Believed To 
Exist 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Revision to and extension of 
approval of an information collection; 
comment request. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s intention to 
request a revision to and an extension 
of approval of an information collection 
associated with the import of live dogs 
for resale from regions where African 
swine fever exists or is reasonably 
believed to exist. 
DATES: We will consider all comments 
that we receive on or before August 17, 
2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS– 
2025–0706 in the Search field. Select 
the Documents tab, then select the 
Comment button in the list of 
documents. 

• Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: 
Send your comment to Docket No. 
APHIS–2025–0706, Regulatory Analysis 
and Development, PPD, APHIS, 5601 
Sunnyside Ave., #AP760, Beltsville, MD 
20705. 

Supporting documents and any 
comments we receive on this docket 
may be viewed at www.regulations.gov 
or in our reading room in Room 1620 of 

the USDA South Building, 14th Street 
and Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC. Normal reading room 
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except holidays. To be 
sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 799–7039 before 
coming. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information on the activities within this 
information collection request, contact 
Dr. Mary Kate Anderson, Senior Staff 
Veterinary Medical Officer, Live Animal 
Imports and Exports, Strategy and 
Policy, VS, APHIS, 5601 Sunnyside 
Ave., Beltsville, MD, 20705; (301) 851– 
3300; LAIE@usda.gov. For more 
information on the information 
collection reporting process, contact Ms. 
Sheniqua Harris, APHIS’ Paperwork 
Reduction Act Coordinator, at (301) 851- 
2528; APHIS.PRA@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: African Swine Fever; 
Importation of Live Dogs for Resale from 
Regions Where ASF Exists or is 
Reasonably Believed to Exist. 

OMB Control Number: 0579–0478. 
Type of Request: Revision to and 

extension of approval of an information 
collection. 

Abstract: Under the Animal Health 
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8301 et seq.), 
the Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) is authorized to 
protect the health of the livestock, 
poultry, and aquaculture populations in 
the United States by preventing the 
introduction and interstate spread of 
serious diseases and pests of livestock, 
poultry, and aquaculture, and for 
eradicating such diseases and pests from 
the United States, when feasible. Within 
the USDA, this authority and mission is 
delegated to the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS). 

Within APHIS, part of the mission of 
Veterinary Services is preventing 
foreign animal disease outbreaks in the 
United States, and monitoring, 
controlling, and eliminating a disease 
outbreak should one occur. In the past 
several years, there have been 
significant worldwide outbreaks of 
African swine fever (ASF). ASF is a 
highly contagious and deadly viral 
disease affecting both domestic and feral 
(wild) pigs. The disease has not been 
detected in the United States; however, 
APHIS is committed to working with 
State and industry partners to keep the 
virus out of the country. 

An onset of ASF in the United States 
has the potential to decimate the U.S. 
swine industry, a $22.5 billion a year 
sector of the economy. Much of the 
industry imports to foreign countries, so 
an impact to it would significantly 
damage U.S. trade. The disease can be 
spread among not only swine but also 
animals that have contact with them 
(such as dogs) and by items that swine 
and dogs encounter such as bedding and 
packaging materials. 

The United States has continued to 
see many dogs (including rescue dogs) 
imported from regions where ASF has 
occurred. The number of import permits 
APHIS has issued has averaged around 
3,500 annually. From August 28, 2022, 
through August 28, 2025, APHIS issued 
5,773 permits for commercial dogs 
originating from ASF-affected countries, 
accounting for 11,467 dogs entering the 
United States from these countries. 
Many of these dogs have contact with 
affected and potentially affected swine 
in their home countries. 

APHIS has determined that dogs 
imported from ASF-affected countries 
for resale purposes, along with their 
bedding, represent a possible pathway 
for the introduction of disease. To block 
this pathway, APHIS issued a Federal 
Order imposing several restrictions on 
the importation of dogs for resale from 
regions where ASF exists or is 
reasonably believed to exist. Importers 
need to verify that they have met these 
restrictions by completing and 
submitting a Dog Import Record which 
will record information regarding the 
dogs’ characteristics, ID, origin, and 
entry into the United States, the 
disposition of their bedding and packing 
material, and confirmation of bathing. 

We are asking the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) to 
approve our use of these information 
collection activities for 3 years. APHIS 
has amended this information collection 
due to a decrease in the number of 
Respondents reporting; however, the 
number of Responses and Total Burden 
Hours reported for the collection has 
increased. 

The purpose of this notice is to solicit 
comments from the public (as well as 
affected agencies) concerning our 
information collection. These comments 
will help us: 

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
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1 Available at https://www.epa.gov/agriculture/ 
agricultural-pasture-rangeland-and-grazing (Last 
accessed on March 18, 2026). 

2 7 U.S.C. 7717(a)—Control of grasshoppers and 
Mormon crickets. https://uscode.house.gov/ 
view.xhtml?req=granuleid:U.S.C.-prelim-title7- 
section7717&num=0&edition=prelim. 

Agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our 
estimate of the burden of the collection 
of information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

(4) Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, through use, as 
appropriate, of automated, electronic, 
mechanical, and other collection 
technologies; e.g., permitting electronic 
submission of responses. 

Estimate of burden: The public 
burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 0.5 hours per 
response. 

Respondents: Importers and animal 
breeders. 

Estimated annual number of 
respondents: 72. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses per respondent: 27. 

Estimated annual number of 
responses: 1,924. 

Estimated total annual burden on 
respondents: 962 hours. (Due to 
averaging, the total annual burden hours 
may not equal the product of the annual 
number of responses multiplied by the 
reporting burden per response.) 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for OMB approval. All comments will 
also become a matter of public record. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 1st day of 
June 2026. 
Kelly Moore, 
Administrator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–12243 Filed 6–17–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2026–0628] 

Notice of Intent To Prepare a 
Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement; Grasshopper and Mormon 
Cricket Suppression Program 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
programmatic environmental impact 
statement. 

SUMMARY: We are advising the public 
that the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS), U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, plans to 
prepare a programmatic environmental 

impact statement (PEIS) to analyze the 
effects of a program to suppress 
populations of grasshoppers and 
Mormon crickets from rangeland in 
seventeen states of the western United 
States (Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, 
Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Texas, Utah, Washington, and 
Wyoming). This notice of intent (NOI) 
identifies potential issues and 
reasonable action alternatives that will 
be evaluated in the PEIS. This NOI 
invites public comments that further 
define the scope of the alternatives, 
potential impacts on the human 
environment, consistent with the 
National Environmental Policy Act, and 
issues for APHIS to consider, relevant 
information, studies, or analyses with 
respect to APHIS’ proposed action. The 
proposed PEIS would replace the 
previous PEIS published in 2019. 
APHIS expects to publish the final PEIS 
by August 2027. 
DATES: APHIS seeks public comment on 
issues raised in this NOI. Written 
comments will be accepted for 30 days, 
through midnight on July 20, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov. Enter 
APHIS–2026–0628 in the Search field. 
Select the Documents tab, then select 
the Comment button in the list of 
documents. 

• Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: 
Send a single copy of your comment to 
this address: Docket No. APHIS–2026– 
0628, Regulatory Analysis and 
Development, PPD, APHIS, 5601 
Sunnyside Avenue, #AP760, Beltsville, 
MD 20705. Please state that your 
comment refers to Docket No. APHIS– 
2026–0628. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
questions related to the NOI, contact Mr. 
William D. Wesela, APHIS National 
Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket 
Policy Manager, William.d.Wesela@
usda.gov, (202) 309–5952. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Purpose and Need for the Proposed 
Action 

Rangelands in the western United 
States are vast, diverse ecosystems that 
include grasslands, shrublands, deserts, 
and open forests that cover a significant 
portion of the landscape. Rangeland 
provides essential habitat for wildlife, 
forage for livestock, and vital ecosystem 
services such as maintaining water and 
air quality. The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) defines 
rangeland as ‘‘lands on which the native 

vegetation (climax or natural potential 
plant community) is predominantly 
grasses, grass-like plants, forbs, or 
shrubs suitable for grazing or browsing 
use.’’ 1 The major differences between 
rangeland and pastureland are the kind 
of vegetation and the level of 
management that each area receives. 
Rangelands tend to support natural 
vegetation and introduced plant species 
without intensive agronomy practices 
such as cover cropping, irrigation, and 
tillage. Rangelands are managed by 
animal grazing, while pastures have 
forage that is adapted for livestock and 
managed by seeding and mowing. 

Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets 
are natural components of rangeland 
ecosystems, serving as food for wildlife 
and playing an important role in 
nutrient cycling (i.e., the process by 
which essential nutrients are exchanged 
and recycled between living organisms 
and the non-living environment). 
Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets are 
closely related insects, both belonging to 
the insect order Orthoptera. 
Grasshoppers (Family Acrididae) are 
relatively large insects with distinct 
appearances and occur throughout the 
North American continent and around 
the world. Out of approximately 400 
western grasshopper species, only ten to 
fifteen cause recurrent economic 
damage to rangeland, grasses, and 
surrounding crops. Mormon crickets 
(Anabrus simplex, Family Tettigoniidae) 
are a large insect native to western 
North America found in rangelands 
dominated by sagebrush and forbs. 
Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets feed 
on and damage grasses and other 
vegetation, including some crops. 

Grasshoppers and Mormon crickets 
(hereinafter referred to collectively as 
‘‘grasshoppers’’) have the potential to 
occur at high population levels 
(hereinafter referred to as ‘‘outbreaks’’). 
When outbreaks occur, they can reduce 
the value of rangeland forage, especially 
during droughts. A rapid and effective 
response is required when a 
grasshopper or Mormon cricket outbreak 
develops and threatens rangeland 
forage. 

Section 417(a) of the Plant Protection 
Act of 2000, as amended (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘‘Act’’), states that APHIS 
‘‘shall carry out a program to control 
grasshoppers on all Federal lands to 
protect rangeland.’’ 2 Upon request from 
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