
38029 Federal Register / Vol. 91, No. 120 / Wednesday, June 24, 2026 / Notices 

discontinued or unavailable, and 
because the identified intrinsically safe 
devices provide comparable protection 
while meeting modern hazardous- 
location electrical safety standards, the 
petitioner seeks modification of 
§ 75.507–1 to permit their use under the 
safeguards described in the petition. 

(b) Equipment to be used: 
(1) CleanSpace EX—Full-face or half- 

mask configuration (NIOSH-approved; 
intrinsically safe). 

(2) 3M Versaflo TR–800 PAPR—UL 
classified to ANSI/UL 60079–11; 
intrinsically safe. 

(3) 3M Ultimate FX Full-Facepiece 
Respirator—Non-battery-powered 
respirator component. 

(c) The proposed respiratory 
protection devices are designed for use 
in hazardous underground coal mine 
environments and incorporate intrinsic 
safety protections to prevent ignition 
hazards. The safeguards outlined ensure 
operational control consistent with the 
intent of 30 CFR 75.507–1. The 
requested modification enhances miner 
protection against respirable dust 
exposure while maintaining protection 
against ignition hazards in return air 
outby the last open crosscut. The 
devices provide positive pressure 
respiratory protection and meet 
recognized hazardous-location electrical 
safety standards intended to control 
ignition risk. 

(d) MSHA has previously granted 
petitions for modification permitting the 
use of the 3M Versaflo TR–800 PAPR 
and the CleanSpace intrinsically safe 
respiratory protection devices at 
affiliated underground coal mines 
operated by Wolverine Fuels, including 
Skyline Mine and SUFCO Mine. The 
safeguards and operational limitations 
proposed in this petition are consistent 
with those previously approved by 
MSHA for those operations. The 
petitioner respectfully requests that 
MSHA consider these prior approvals 
when evaluating this petition. 

(e) The petitioner asserts that the 
proposed alternative method will at all 
times guarantee no less than the same 
measure of protection afforded by the 
existing standard. 

The petitioner proposes the following 
alternative method: 

(a) PAPR units permitted under this 
petition shall be limited to the 
identified devices and manufacturer- 
approved components. 

(b) All PAPR battery charging shall 
occur on the surface or in another 
location outby the last open crosscut 
and outside return air courses. No 
batteries or charging equipment shall be 
charged, repaired, or serviced in return 
air courses. 

(c) Only manufacturer-approved 
charging equipment shall be used. 

(d) The 3M Versaflo TR–800 shall 
operate solely with the TR–830 battery 
pack. 

(e) All affected miners shall receive 
training consistent with the mine’s 
respiratory protection program. 

(f) Each unit shall be examined prior 
to use to ensure housing integrity and 
operational readiness. 

(g) If methane concentrations reach 
1.0 percent or greater, actions shall be 
taken in accordance with 30 CFR part 
75. 

(h) The proposed devices shall 
supplement, not replace, required 
engineering and administrative dust 
controls. 

(i) Any damaged or malfunctioning 
respiratory protection equipment shall 
be immediately removed from service 
and repaired or replaced in accordance 
with manufacturer recommendations. 

(i) Fossil Rock Mine does not 
currently have a designated 
representative of miners. A copy of this 
petition for modification has been 
posted on the official mine bulletin 
board on May 7, 2026, at Fossil Rock 
Mine for review by miners and will 
remain posted until the ruling on this 
petition becomes final. 

In support of the petition, the 
petitioner provided additional 
information including equipment 
specifications, intrinsic safety 
classifications/certifications, operating 
instructions, and component 
compatibility for the respiratory 
protection systems proposed for use at 
Fossil Rock Mine. 

The petitioner asserts that the 
alternative method will guarantee no 
less than the same measure of protection 
afforded the miners under the 
mandatory standard. 

Jessica D. Senk, 
Acting Director, Office of Standards, 
Regulations, and Variances. 
[FR Doc. 2026–12661 Filed 6–23–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: This notice is a summary of 
a petition for modification submitted to 
the Mine Safety and Health 

Administration (MSHA) by Fossil Rock 
Resources, LLC. 
DATES: All comments on the petition 
must be received by MSHA’s Office of 
Standards, Regulations, and Variances 
on or before July 24, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
identified by Docket No. MSHA–2026– 
0365 by any of the following methods: 

1. Federal eRulemaking Portal: 
https://www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments 
for MSHA–2026–0365. 

2. Fax: 202–693–9441. 
3. Email: petitioncomments@dol.gov. 
4. Regular Mail or Hand Delivery: 

MSHA, Office of Standards, 
Regulations, and Variances, Room 
C3522, 200 Constitution Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20210. 

Attention: Jessica D. Senk, Acting 
Director, Office of Standards, 
Regulations, and Variances. Individuals 
may inspect copies of the petition and 
comments during normal business 
hours at the address listed above. Before 
visiting MSHA in person, call 202–693– 
9440 to make an appointment. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jessica D. Senk, Office of Standards, 
Regulations, and Variances at 202–693– 
9440 (voice), Petitionsformodification@
dol.gov (email), or 202–693–9441 (fax). 
These are not toll-free numbers. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 
101(c) of the Federal Mine Safety and 
Health Act of 1977 and Title 30 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) part 
44 govern the application, processing, 
and disposition of petitions for 
modification. 

I. Background 
Section 101(c) of the Federal Mine 

Safety and Health Act of 1977 (Mine 
Act) allows the mine operator or 
representative of miners to file a 
petition to modify the application of any 
mandatory safety standard to a coal or 
other mine if the Secretary of Labor 
determines that: 

1. An alternative method of achieving 
the result of such standard exists which 
will at all times guarantee no less than 
the same measure of protection afforded 
the miners of such mine by such 
standard; or 

2. The application of such standard to 
such mine will result in a diminution of 
safety to the miners in such mine. 

In addition, sections 44.10 and 44.11 
of 30 CFR establish the requirements for 
filing petitions for modification. 

II. Petition for Modification 
Docket Number: M–2026–010–C. 
Petitioner: Fossil Rock Resources, 

LLC, 5125 N Cottonwood Road 
Orangeville UT 84537. 
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Mine: Fossil Rock Mine, MSHA ID No. 
42–01211, located in Emery County, 
Utah. 

Regulation Affected: 30 CFR 75– 
1002(a), Installation of electric 
equipment and conductors; 
permissibility. 

Modification Request: The petitioner 
requests modification of standard 30 
CFR 75.1002(a) to permit the use of 
intrinsically safe powered air-purifying 
respirators (PAPRs) and specified full 
face respirators within 150 feet of pillar 
workings or longwall faces at the Fossil 
Rock Mine. 

The petitioner states that: 
(a) The petitioner seeks this 

modification because PAPRs that meet 
MSHA permissibility requirements for 
use in gassy underground coal mines are 
no longer manufactured or 
commercially available. Fossil Rock 
Mine has determined that currently 
available respiratory protection devices 
that provide equivalent or greater 
protection from respirable coal mine 
dust exposure are limited to 
intrinsically safe PAPRs that meet 
internationally recognized hazardous- 
location safety standards rather than 
MSHA permissibility approvals. Fossil 
Rock Mine has evaluated available 
respiratory protection equipment and 
determined that the devices identified 
in the petition incorporate intrinsic 
safety protections and are certified to 
recognize hazardous-location standards 
such as ANSI/UL 60079–11. These 
devices provide positive-pressure 
respiratory protection and are designed 
for use in environments where ignition 
hazards may exist. Because MSHA- 
approved permissible PAPRs for 
underground coal mines are 
discontinued or unavailable, and 
because the identified intrinsically safe 
devices provide comparable protection 
while meeting modern hazardous- 
location electrical safety standards, the 
petitioner seeks modification of 
§ 75.1002(a) to permit their use under 
the safeguards described in the petition. 

(b) Equipment to be used: 
(1) CleanSpace EX—Full-face or half- 

mask configuration (NIOSH-approved; 
intrinsically safe). 

(2) 3M Versaflo TR–800 PAPR—UL 
classified to ANSI/UL 60079–11; 
intrinsically safe. 

(3) 3M Ultimate FX Full–Facepiece 
Respirator—Non-battery-powered. 

(c) The proposed respiratory 
protection devices are designed for use 
in hazardous underground coal mine 
environments and incorporate intrinsic 
safety protections to prevent ignition 
hazards. The safeguards outlined ensure 
operational control consistent with the 
intent of 30 CFR 75.1002(a). The 

requested modification enhances miner 
protection against respirable dust 
exposure while maintaining compliance 
with permissibility principles. The 
devices provide positive pressure 
respiratory protection and meet 
recognized hazardous-location electrical 
safety standards that ensure protection 
against ignition hazards. 

(d) MSHA has previously granted 
petitions for modification permitting the 
use of the 3M Versaflo TR–800 PAPR 
and the CleanSpace intrinsically safe 
respiratory protection devices inby the 
last open crosscut at affiliated 
underground coal mines operated by 
Wolverine Fuels, including Skyline 
Mine and SUFCO Mine. The safeguards 
and operational limitations proposed in 
this petition are consistent with those 
previously approved by MSHA for those 
operations. The petitioner respectfully 
requests that MSHA consider these prior 
approvals when evaluating this petition. 

(e) The petitioner asserts that the 
proposed alternative method will at all 
times guarantee no less than the same 
measure of protection afforded by the 
existing standard. 

The petitioner proposes the following 
alternative method: 

(a) All PAPR battery charging shall 
occur outby the last open crosscut. 

(b) Only manufacturer-approved 
charging equipment shall be used. 

(c) The 3M Versaflo TR–800 shall 
operate solely with the TR–830 battery 
pack. 

(d) All affected miners shall receive 
training consistent with the mine’s 
respiratory protection program. 

(e) Each unit shall be examined prior 
to use to ensure housing integrity and 
operational readiness. 

(f) If methane concentrations reach 1.0 
percent or greater, actions shall be taken 
in accordance with 30 CFR Part 75. 

(g) The proposed devices shall 
supplement, not replace, required 
engineering and administrative dust 
controls. 

(h) Any damaged or malfunctioning 
respiratory protection equipment shall 
be immediately removed from service 
and repaired or replaced in accordance 
with manufacturer recommendations. 

(i) Fossil Rock Mine does not 
currently have a designated 
representative of miners and a copies of 
the petitions for modification have been 
posted on the official mine bulletin 
board at Fossil Rock Mine on April 7, 
2026. 

In support of the petition, the 
petitioner provided additional 
information including equipment 
specifications, intrinsic safety 
classifications/certifications, operating 
instructions, and component 

compatibility for the respiratory 
protection systems proposed for use at 
Fossil Rock Mine. 

The petitioner asserts that the 
alternative method will guarantee no 
less than the same measure of protection 
afforded the miners under the 
mandatory standard. 

Jessica D. Senk, 
Acting Director, Office of Standards, 
Regulations, and Variances. 
[FR Doc. 2026–12656 Filed 6–23–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4520–43–P 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 

[Docket No. NSF–2026–OTR–0001] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Comment Request; National 
Science Foundation Proposal/Award 
Information—NSF Guidance on 
Financial Assistance 

AGENCY: National Science Foundation. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. National Science 
Foundation (NSF) is announcing plans 
to renew and revise its collection for its 
financial assistance policies and 
procedures. In accordance with the 
requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995, NSF is providing 
the opportunity for public comment on 
this action. After obtaining and 
considering public comment, NSF will 
prepare the submission requesting 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) clearance of this collection for no 
longer than three years. 
DATES: Written comments on this notice 
must be submitted by August 24, 2026 
to be considered. 
ADDRESSES: Interested parties are 
invited to electronically submit written 
comments identified by information 
collection 3145–0058 through the 
Federal eRulemaking portal: https://
regulations.gov under the docket no. 
NSF–2026–OTR–0001. 

Instructions: Please submit comments 
only and cite Information Collection 
3145–0058 in all correspondence related 
to this collection. To confirm receipt of 
your comment(s), please check 
regulations.gov, approximately two-to- 
three business days after submission to 
verify posting. In general, all in-scope 
comments received will be included in 
the public docket without change 
including any personal information 
provided, unless the comment includes 
threats. Please do not include any 
confidential business information or 
sensitive personal privacy information 
in your comments. 
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