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feasibility of the Bluff Spur Energy 
Storage Project (Bluff Spur Project or 
project) to be located in Wise County, 
Virginia. The sole purpose of a 
preliminary permit, if issued, is to grant 
the permit holder priority to file a 
license application during the permit 
term. A preliminary permit does not 
authorize the permit holder to perform 
any land-disturbing activities or 
otherwise enter upon lands or waters 
owned by others without the owners’ 
express permission. 

The proposed Bluff Spur Project 
would consist of the following: (1) a 
new excavated upper reservoir having a 
surface area of 70 acres and a total 
storage capacity of approximately 2,400 
acre-feet at a normal maximum water 
surface elevation of 3,620 feet North 
American Vertical Datum of 1988 
(NAVD88); (2) a new 1,140-foot-long, 
150-foot-high earthen embankment type 
dam forming a lower reservoir having a 
surface area of 70 acres and a total 
storage capacity of approximately 2,400 
acre-feet at a normal maximum water 
surface elevation of 2,280 feet NAVD88; 
(3) a 15-foot-diameter, 5,000-foot-long 
concrete and steel-lined tunnel 
connecting the upper and lower 
reservoirs and bifurcating at the 
powerhouse; (4) a new 100-foot- 
diameter circular open pit type 
powerhouse containing two turbine- 
generator units with a total rated 
capacity of 300 megawatts; (5) a new 
3.4-mile-long, 161-kilovolt transmission 
line connecting the project to a 
substation; and (6) appurtenant 
facilities. Initial fill and make-up water 
for the project would come from 
adjacent waterways and/or groundwater 
wells. The proposed project would have 
an annual generation of 840 gigawatt- 
hours. 

Applicant Contact: Sandy Slayton, 
Rye Development, LLC, 100 South Olive 
Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL 33401; 
phone: 206–919–3976. 

FERC Contact: Monir Chowdhury; 
phone: (202) 502–6736. 

Deadline for filing comments, motions 
to intervene, competing applications 
(without notices of intent), or notices of 
intent to file competing applications: on 
or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on 
August 17, 2026. Competing 
applications and notices of intent must 
meet the requirements of 18 CFR 4.36. 

The Commission strongly encourages 
electronic filing. Please file comments, 
motions to intervene, notices of intent, 
and competing applications using the 
Commission’s eFiling system at https:// 
ferconline.ferc.gov/FERCOnline.aspx. 
Commenters can submit brief comments 
up to 10,000 characters, without prior 
registration, using the eComment system 

at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/ 
QuickComment.aspx. For assistance, 
please contact FERC Online Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866) 
208–3676 (toll free), or (202) 502–8659 
(TTY). In lieu of electronic filing, you 
may submit a paper copy. Submissions 
sent via the U.S. Postal Service must be 
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room 
1A, Washington, DC 20426. 
Submissions sent via any other carrier 
must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

More information about this project, 
including a copy of the application, can 
be viewed or printed on the ‘‘eLibrary’’ 
link of the Commission’s website at 
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/search. 
Enter the docket number (P–15425) in 
the docket number field to access the 
document. For assistance, contact FERC 
Online Support. 
(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1) 

Dated: June 17, 2026. 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–12624 Filed 6–23–26; 8:45 am] 
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On June 18, 2026, the Commission 
issued an order in Docket No. EL26–69– 
000 pursuant to section 206 of the 
Federal Power Act (FPA), 16 U.S.C. 
824e, instituting an investigation to 
determine whether New York 
Independent System Operator, Inc.’s 

Open Access Transmission Tariff is 
unjust, unreasonable, unduly 
discriminatory or preferential, or 
otherwise unlawful. N.Y. Indep. Sys. 
Operator, Inc., 195 FERC ¶ 61,216 
(2026). 

The refund effective date in Docket 
Nos. EL26–69–000, established pursuant 
to section 206(b) of the FPA, will be the 
date of publication of this notice in the 
Federal Register. 

Any interested person desiring to be 
heard in Docket Nos. EL26–69–000 must 
file a notice of intervention or motion to 
intervene, as appropriate, with the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
in accordance with Rule 214 of the 
Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, 18 CFR 385.214 (2025), 
within 21 days of the date of issuance 
of the order. 

In addition to publishing the full text 
of this document in the Federal 
Register,the Commission provides all 
interested persons an opportunity to 
view and/or print the contents of this 
document via the internet through the 
Commission’s Home Page (http://
www.ferc.gov) using the ‘‘eLibrary’’ link. 
Enter the docket number excluding the 
last three digits in the docket number 
field to access the document. From 
FERC’s Home Page on the internet, this 
information is available on eLibrary. 
The full text of this document is 
available on eLibrary in PDF and 
Microsoft Word format for viewing, 
printing, and/or downloading. To access 
this document in eLibrary, type the 
docket number excluding the last three 
digits of this document in the docket 
number field. User assistance is 
available for eLibrary and the FERC’s 
website during normal business hours 
from FERC Online Support at 202–502– 
6652 (toll free at 1–866–208–3676) or 
email at ferconlinesupport@ferc.gov, or 
the Public Reference Room at (202) 502– 
8371, TTY (202) 502–8659. Email the 
Public Reference Room at 
public.referenceroom@ferc.gov. 

The Commission strongly encourages 
electronic filings of comments, protests 
and interventions in lieu of paper using 
the ‘‘eFile’’ link at http://www.ferc.gov. 
In lieu of electronic filing, you may 
submit a paper copy. Submissions sent 
via the U.S. Postal Service must be 
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room 
1A, Washington, DC 20426. 
Submissions sent via any other carrier 
must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 20852. 

For public inquiries and assistance 
with making filings such as 
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interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, contact the Office of Public 
Participation at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 

Dated: June 18, 2026. 
Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2026–12707 Filed 6–23–26; 8:45 am] 
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The staff of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC or 
Commission) is in the process of 
preparing an environmental document 
that will discuss the environmental 
impacts of the Critical Energy Reliability 
Link Project involving construction and 
operation of facilities, and related 
activities, proposed by Rockies Express 
Pipeline LLC (REX), Cheyenne 
Connector, LLC, and East Cheyenne Gas 
Storage, LLC (collectively the 
Applicants) in Weld, Adams, Arapahoe, 
Elbert, and El Paso counties, Colorado. 
However, on May 15, 2026, REX filed 
changes to the project, adding and 
modifying facilities and affecting new 
landowners. Accordingly, this notice 
announces the opening of an additional 
scoping period the Commission will use 
to gather input from the public and 
interested agencies regarding the 
project, as amended in Docket No. 
CP25–539–001. The environmental 
mailing list for this notice has been 
updated to account for the proposed 
amended facilities. 

As part of the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) review process, the 
Commission takes into account 
concerns the public may have about 
proposals and the environmental 
impacts that could result from its action 
whenever it considers the issuance of a 
Certificate of Public Convenience and 
Necessity. This gathering of public 
input is referred to as ‘‘scoping.’’ The 
main goal of the scoping process is to 
focus the analysis in the environmental 
document on the important 
environmental issues. Additional 
information about the Commission’s 

NEPA process is described below in the 
NEPA Process and Environmental 
Document section of this notice. The 
Commission will use staff’s 
environmental document in its 
decision-making process to determine 
whether the project is in the public 
convenience and necessity. 

By this notice, the Commission 
requests public comments on the scope 
of issues to address in the 
environmental document. To ensure 
that your comments are timely and 
properly recorded, please submit your 
comments so that the Commission 
receives them in Washington, DC on or 
before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on July 
17, 2026. Comments may be submitted 
in written form. Further details on how 
to submit comments are provided in the 
Public Participation section of this 
notice. 

Your comments should focus on the 
potential environmental effects, 
reasonable alternatives, and measures to 
avoid or lessen environmental impacts. 
Your input will help the Commission 
staff determine what issues they need to 
evaluate in the environmental 
document. Commission staff will 
consider all written comments during 
the preparation of the environmental 
document. 

This notice is being sent to the 
Commission’s current environmental 
mailing list for this project, as amended. 
State and local government 
representatives should notify their 
constituents of this proposed project 
and encourage them to comment on 
their areas of concern. 

If you are a landowner receiving this 
notice, a pipeline company 
representative may contact you about 
the acquisition of an easement to 
construct, operate, and maintain the 
proposed facilities. The company would 
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable 
easement agreement. You are not 
required to enter into an agreement. 
However, if the Commission approves 
the project, the Natural Gas Act conveys 
the right of eminent domain to the 
company. Therefore, if you and the 
company do not reach an easement 
agreement, the pipeline company could 
initiate condemnation proceedings in 
court. In such instances, compensation 
would be determined by a judge in 
accordance with state law. The 
Commission does not subsequently 
grant, exercise, or oversee the exercise 
of that eminent domain authority. The 
courts have exclusive authority to 
handle eminent domain cases; the 
Commission has no jurisdiction over 
these matters. 

The Applicants provided landowners 
with a fact sheet prepared by the FERC 

entitled ‘‘An Interstate Natural Gas 
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need 
To Know?’’ which addresses typically 
asked questions, including the use of 
eminent domain and how to participate 
in the Commission’s proceedings. This 
fact sheet along with other landowner 
topics of interest are available for 
viewing on the FERC website 
(www.ferc.gov) under the Natural Gas, 
Landowner Topics link. 

Public Participation 
There are three methods you can use 

to submit your comments to the 
Commission. Please carefully follow 
these instructions so that your 
comments are properly recorded. The 
Commission encourages electronic filing 
of comments and has staff available to 
assist you at (866) 208–3676 or 
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. 

(1) You can file your comments 
electronically using the eComment 
feature, which is located on the 
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov) 
under the link to FERC Online. Using 
eComment is an easy method for 
submitting brief, text-only comments on 
a project. 

(2) You can file your comments 
electronically by using the eFiling 
feature, which is located on the 
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov) 
under the link to FERC Online. With 
eFiling, you can provide comments in a 
variety of formats by attaching them as 
a file with your submission. New 
eFiling users must first create an 
account by clicking on ‘‘eRegister.’’ You 
will be asked to select the type of filing 
you are making; a comment on a 
particular project is considered a 
‘‘Comment on a Filing.’’ 

(3) You can file a paper copy of your 
comments by mailing them to the 
Commission. Be sure to reference the 
project docket number (CP25–539–000 
or –001) on your letter. Submissions 
sent via the U.S. Postal Service must be 
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room 
1A, Washington, DC 20426. 
Submissions sent via any other carrier 
must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. 
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins 
Avenue, Rockville, MD 20852. 

Additionally, the Commission offers a 
free service called eSubscription which 
makes it easy to stay informed of all 
issuances and submittals regarding the 
dockets/projects to which you 
subscribe. These instant email 
notifications are the fastest way to 
receive notification and provide a link 
to the document files which can reduce 
the amount of time you spend 
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