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Additionally, the following items have
been removed, as they have been
declared exempt from the Paperwork
Reduction Act by OMB under 5 CFR
1320.3(h)(1), 1320.3(h)(2), and
1320.3(h)(7):

¢ Registration Examination to Become
a Registered Practitioner.

¢ Reasonable Accommodation—
PTO-158RA.

¢ Change of Registration from Agent
to Attorney—PTO-158.

e Written Requests (Certificate of
Good Standing, Disciplinary History).

Forms:

e PTO-107A: (Data Sheet—Register of
Patent Attorneys and Agents).

e PTO-107R: (Reinstatement—Data
Sheet—Register of Patent Attorneys and
Agents).

e PTO-107S: (Registration
Statement—Data Sheet—Register of
Patent Attorneys and Agents).

e PTO-158: (Application for
Registration to Practice Before the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office).

e PTO-158A: (Application for
Registration to Practice Before the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office Under 37 CFR 11.6(c) by a
Foreign Resident).

e PTO-158T: (Application for
Recognition to Practice Before the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office Under 37 CFR 11.14(c) by a
Foreign Resident).

e PTO-275: (Undertaking Under 37
CFR 11.10(b)).

e PTO-1209: (Oath or Declaration).

Type of Review: Extension and
revision of a currently approved
information collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
obtain or retain benefits.

Frequency: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Annual
Respondents: 5,578 respondents
between reporting and recordkeeping
requirements. Since the publication of
the 60-day notice, the USPTO has
revised the estimated number of annual
respondents and responses to show that
the burden for these items is from the
same respondent pool.

Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 5,578 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: The
USPTO estimates that the responses in
this information collection will take the
public approximately 5 minutes (0.08
hours) to 45 minutes (0.75 hours) to
complete. This includes the time to
gather the necessary information, create
the document, and submit the
completed item to the USPTO.
Additionally, the USPTO Office of

Enrollment and Discipline General
Requirements Bulletin recommends that
“an applicant should make and keep a
copy of every document submitted to
the Office in connection with an
application for registration.”” The
USPTO estimates that it will take an
applicant approximately 5 minutes (0.08
hours) to print and retain a copy of the
submissions.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Burden Hours: 2,775 hours. Since the
publication of the 60-day notice, the
USPTO has revised the estimated total
annual respondent burden hours to
account for the recordkeeping burden
associated with each of the items in this
information collection.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent
Non-hourly Cost Burden: $798,130.

Justin Isaac,

Information Collections Officer, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 2026—-14388 Filed 7-16-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Response to Office Action and
Voluntary Amendment Forms

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (hereafter “USPTO”
or “Agency”), as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
invites comments on the extension and
revision of an existing information
collection: 0651-0050 (Response to
Office Action and Voluntary
Amendment Forms). The purpose of
this notice is to allow 60 days for public
comments preceding submission of the
information collection to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB).

DATES: To ensure consideration, you
must submit comments regarding this
information collection on or before
September 15, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments by
any of the following methods. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

e Email: InformationCollection@
uspto.gov. Include “0651-0050
comment” in the subject line of the
message.

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
https://www.regulations.gov/.

e Mail: Justin Isaac, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450.

e Telephone: Emily Carlsen, Office of
the Deputy Commissioner for
Trademark Examination Policy, 571—
272-2235.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Emily Carlsen,
Senior Attorney Advisor, at: Office of
the Deputy Commissioner for
Trademark Examination Policy, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450; 571-272-2235; or emily.carlsen@
uspto.gov with “0651-0050 comment”’
in the subject line. Additional
information about this information
collection is also available at https://
www.reginfo.gov/public/ under
“Information Collection Review.”

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Abstract

This collection of information is
required by the Trademark Act (Act), 15
U.S.C. 1051 et seq., which provides for
the registration of trademarks, service
marks, collective trademark and service
marks, collective membership marks,
and certification marks. Individuals and
businesses that use or intend to use
such marks in commerce may file an
application to register their marks with
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO). This information
collection generally contains
information that is not submitted with
the initial trademark application but is
associated with, or required for, the
USPTO review of applications for
registration.

In some cases, the USPTO issues
Office actions to applicants who have
applied to register a mark, to request
information that was not provided with
the initial submission but is required
before the issuance of a registration.
Also, the USPTO may determine that a
mark is not entitled to registration,
pursuant to one or more provisions of
the Act. In such cases, the USPTO will
issue an Office action advising the
applicant of the refusal to register the
mark. Applicants reply to these Office
actions by providing the required
information and/or by advancing legal
arguments as to why the refusal of
registration should be withdrawn.
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The USPTO administers the Act
through Title 37 of the Code of Federal
Regulations. These rules allow the
USPTO to request and receive
information required to process
applications. These rules also allow
applicants to submit certain
amendments to their applications.

Applicants may also supplement their
applications and provide additional
information by filing a Voluntary
Amendment Not in Response to USPTO
Office Action/Letter, a Request for
Reconsideration after Final Action, a
Post-Approval/Publication/Post-Notice
of Allowance (NOA) Amendment, a
Petition to Amend Basis Post-
Publication, a Response to Suspension
Inquiry or Letter of Suspension, or a
Request for Extension of Time to File a
Response.

II. Method of Collection

The USPTO prefers that items in this
information collection be submitted

electronically via Trademark Center and
TEAS. In limited circumstances,
applicants may also be permitted to
submit the information in paper form by

mail or hand delivery.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0651-0050.

Forms:

e PTO-1771 (Post-Approval/

Publication/Post-Notice of Allowance

(NOA) Amendment)

e PTO-1772 (Petition to Amend Basis
Post-Publication)

e PTO-1822 (Response to Suspension
Inquiry or Letter of Suspension)

e PTO-1957 (Response to Office

Action)

e PT0O-1960 (Request for

Reconsideration after Final Action)
e PTO-1966 (Voluntary Amendment

Form)

e PTO-2313 (Request for Extension of

Time to File a Response)

information collection.

Type of Review: Extension and
revision of a currently approved

Affected Public: Private Sector.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to

obtain or retain benefits.
Frequency: On occasion.

Estimated Number of Annual

Respondents: 431,900 respondents.
Estimated Number of Annual

Responses: 431,900 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: The

USPTO estimates that the responses in

this information collection will take the

public approximately 5 minutes (0.08
hours) to 50 minutes (0.83 hours) to
complete. This includes the time to

gather the necessary information, create
the document, and submit the

completed item(s) to the USPTO.
Estimated Total Annual Respondent

Burden Hours: 309,962 hours.

Estimated Total Annual Respondent

Hourly Cost Burden: $170,479,100.

TABLE 1—TOTAL REPORTING BURDEN HOURS AND HOURLY COSTS TO PRIVATE SECTOR RESPONDENTS

Estimated Responses Estimated Estimated time for Estimated Rate 1 Eztri]r:l?;?d
Item No. ltem annual per annual response burden ($/hour) respondent
respondents | respondent responses (hours) (hour/year) cost burden
(a) (b) (a) x (b) = (c) (d) (c) x (d) = (e) (f) (e)x () =(9)
T e, Response to Office Action; PTO— 300,000 1 300,000 | 0.83 (50 minutes) .... 249,000 $550 | $136,950,000
1957.
2 s Voluntary Amendment Not in Re- 25,000 1 25,000 | 0.58 (35 minutes) .... 14,500 550 7,975,000
sponse to USPTO Office Action/
Letter; PTO-1966.
3 e Request for Reconsideration After 36,000 1 36,000 | 0.83 (50 minutes) .... 29,880 550 16,434,000
Final Action; PTO-1960.
4 s Post-Approval/Publication/Post-No- 7,300 1 7,300 | 0.58 (35 minutes) .... 4,234 550 2,328,700
tice of Allowance (NOA) Amend-
ment; PTO-1771.
(SIS Petition to Amend Basis Post-Pub- 1,600 1 1,600 | 0.58 (35 minutes) .... 928 550 510,400
lication; PTO-1772.
[ Response to Suspension Inquiry or 19,000 1 19,000 | 0.42 (25 minutes) .... 7,980 550 4,389,000
Letter of Suspension; PTO-1822.
T o Request for Extension of Time to 43,000 1 43,000 | 0.08 (5 minutes) ...... 3,440 550 1,892,000
File a Response; PTO-2313.
TOtaIS e 431,900 | eoeiiirieine 431,900 | oot 309,962 | ..ccocvrrenene $170,479,100
Estimated Total Annual Respondent  collection. However, the USPTO Filing Fees

Non-hourly Cost Burden: $28,816,690.
There are no capital start-up costs,
maintenance costs, or recordkeeping
costs associated with this information

estimates that the total annual non-hour

cost burden for this information
collection, in the form of filing fees and

postage, is $28,816,690.

listed in the table below:

TABLE 2—FILING FEES

There are four filing fees associated
with this information collection as

Estimated Estimated
Item No. Fee code Item annual Estimated cost non-hourly
responses cost burden
@) (b) (a) x(b) = (c)
T 7018 | Insufficient information (Sections 1 and 44), per class ................ 8,000 $100 $800,000
1T 7019 | Using the free-form text box instead of the Trademark ID Man- 110,000 200 22,000,000
ual within Trademark Center to identify goods and services
(Sections 1 and 44), per class.

12025 Report of the Economic Survey, published
by the Committee on Economics of Legal Practice
of the American Intellectual Property Law

Association (AIPLA); pg. F-35. The USPTO uses the
average billing rate for intellectual property work in

all firms which is $550 per hour (https://

www.aipla.org/home/news-publications/economic-
survey/2025-report-of-the-economic-survey).
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TABLE 2—FILING FEES—Continued

Estimated Estimated

Item No. Fee code Item annual Estimated cost non-hourly

responses cost burden
(a) (b) (a) x (b) = (c)
5 e 7005 | Petition to Amend Basis Post-Publication ............ccccooeiiiiieennns 1,599 400 639,600
5 s 6005 | Petition to Amend Basis Post-Publication (paper) ........cccceeeens 1 500 500
VAT 7016 | Extension of time for filing a response to a pre-registration of- 43,000 125 5,375,000

fice action.

TOAIS e 162,600 | .ooovvvveereeeeeenn $28,815,100

Postage Costs

Although the USPTO prefers that the
items in this information collection be
submitted electronically, responses may
be submitted by mail through the
United States Postal Service. The
USPTO estimates that 120 of the items
of this information collection may be
submitted in themail. The USPTO
estimates that the average postage cost
for a mailed submission, using a Priority
Mail legal flat-rate envelope, will be
$13.25. Therefore, the USPTO estimates
the total mailing costs for this
information collection at $1,590.

IV. Request for Comments

The USPTO is soliciting public
comments to:

(a) Evaluate whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(b) Evaluate the accuracy of the
Agency’s estimate of the burden of the
collection of information, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used;

(c) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(d) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information for those who
intend to respond, including through
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

All comments submitted in response
to this notice are a matter of public
record. The USPTO will include or
summarize each comment in the request

to OMB to approve this information
collection. Before including an address,
phone number, email address, or other
personally identifiable information (PII)
in a comment, be advised that the entire
comment—including PII—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
one may request in a comment to
withhold PII from public view, the
USPTO cannot guarantee that it will be
able to do so.

Justin Isaac,

Information Collections Officer, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 202614389 Filed 7-16—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. RM98—-1-000]

Records Governing Off-the-Record
Communications; Public Notice

This constitutes notice, in accordance
with 18 CFR 385.2201(b), of the receipt
of prohibited and exempt off-the-record
communications.

Order No. 607 (64 FR 51222,
September 22, 1999) requires
Commission decisional employees, who
make or receive a prohibited or exempt
off-the-record communication relevant
to the merits of a contested proceeding,
to deliver to the Secretary of the
Commission, a copy of the
communication, if written, or a
summary of the substance of any oral
communication.

Prohibited communications are
included in a public, non-decisional file

associated with, but not a part of, the
decisional record of the proceeding.
Unless the Commission determines that
the prohibited communication and any
responses thereto should become a part
of the decisional record, the prohibited
off-the-record communication will not
be considered by the Commission in
reaching its decision. Parties to a
proceeding may seek the opportunity to
respond to any facts or contentions
made in a prohibited off-the-record
communication and may request that
the Commission place the prohibited
communication and responses thereto
in the decisional record. The
Commission will grant such a request
only when it determines that fairness so
requires. Any person identified below as
having made a prohibited off-the-record
communication shall serve the
document on all parties listed on the
official service list for the applicable
proceeding in accordance with Rule
2010, 18 CFR 385.2010.

Exempt off-the-record
communications are included in the
decisional record of the proceeding,
unless the communication was with a
cooperating agency as described by 40
CFR 1501.6, made under 18 CFR
385.2201(e)(1)(v).

The following is a list of off-the-
record communications recently
received by the Secretary of the
Commission. Each filing may be viewed
on the Commission’s website at http://
www.ferc.gov using the eLibrary link.
Enter the docket number, excluding the
last three digits, in the docket number
field to access the document. For
assistance, please contact FERC Online
Support at FERCOnlineSupport@
ferc.gov or toll free at (866) 208—3676, or
for TTY, contact (202) 502—8659.

Docket Nos.

File date

Presenter
or requester

Prohibited:
NONE.

1Memorandum communication with Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation.
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