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ACTION: Notice of Virtual Business
Meeting.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given,
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights (Commission) and the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, that
the South Carolina Advisory Committee
(Committee) to the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights will hold a public briefing
via Zoom. The purpose is for the
Comumittee to hear testimony as part of
their study on Occupational Licensing
and to debrief on testimony if time
allows.

DATES: Friday, August 14, 2026, from
12:00 p.m.—2:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via Zoom.

Registration Link (Audio/Visual):
https://www.zoomgov.com/webinar/
register/WN_P9S6EP4kS1SBOn
ASnHEK5Q.

Join by Phone (Audio Only): 1-833—
435-1820 USA Toll Free; Webinar ID:
165 849 0914#.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Victoria Moreno, Designated Federal
Officer, at vimoreno@usccr.gov or (434)
515-0204.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
Committee meeting is available to the
public through the registration link
above. Any interested members of the
public may attend this meeting. An
open comment period will be provided
to allow members of the public to make
oral comments as time allows. Pursuant
to the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
public minutes of the meeting will
include a list of persons who are present
at the meeting. If joining via phone,
callers can expect to incur regular
charges for calls they initiate over
wireless lines, according to their
wireless plan. The Commission will not
refund any incurred charges. Callers
will incur no charge for calls they
initiate over land-line connections to
the toll-free telephone number. Closed
captioning is available by selecting
“CC” in the meeting platform. To
request additional accommodations,
please email csanders@usccr.gov at least
10 business days prior to the meeting.

Members of the public are entitled to
submit written comments; the
comments must be received in the
regional office within 30 days following
the scheduled meeting. Written
comments may be submitted via the
following form: https://wkf.ms/
4n7DKT3. Persons who desire
additional information may contact the
Regional Programs Coordination Unit at
(434) 515-0204.

Records generated from this meeting
may be inspected and reproduced at the
Regional Programs Coordination Unit
Office, as they become available, both
before and after the meeting. Records of
the meetings will be available via the
file sharing website, https://
usccr.box.com/s/uc7rr59hi2y8p1
uapgemt6ylopr61zyv. Persons
interested in the work of this Committee
are directed to the Commission’s
website, http://www.usccr.gov, or may
contact the Regional Programs
Coordination Unit at csanders@
usccr.gov.

Agenda: Will be available at the
following link in advance of the meeting
date—https://usccr.box.com/s/
dlfqlms1il4nwkg92lejxOyquvfj435c.

Dated: July 16, 2026.

David Mussatt,

Supervisory Chief, Regional Programs Unit.
[FR Doc. 2026—-14569 Filed 7—17—-26; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Census Bureau

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
Review and Approval; Comment
Request; Generic Clearance for
Internet Panel Pretesting and
Qualitative Survey Methods Testing

AGENCY: Census Bureau, Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection,
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of
1995, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to comment on
proposed, and continuing information
collections, which helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. The purpose of this
notice is to allow for 60 days of public
comment on the proposed extension of
the Generic Clearance for internet Panel
Pretesting and Qualitative Survey
Methods Testing, prior to the
submission of the information collection
request (ICR) to OMB for approval.
DATES: To ensure consideration,
comments regarding this proposed
information collection must be received
on or before September 18, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments by
email to adrm.pra@census.gov. Please
reference Generic Clearance for Internet
Panel Pretesting and Qualitative Survey

Methods Testing in the subject line of
your comments. You may also submit
comments, identified by Docket Number
USBC-2026-0232, to the Federal e-
Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. All comments
received are part of the public record.
No comments will be posted to http://
www.regulations.gov for public viewing
until after the comment period has
closed. Comments will generally be
posted without change. All Personally
Identifiable Information (for example,
name and address) voluntarily
submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
Confidential Business Information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information. You may submit
attachments to electronic comments in
Microsoft Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF
file formats.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to Jessica
Holzberg, Assistant Center Chief, Center
for Behavioral Science Methods, 202—
893-5071, and Jessica.Holzberg@
census.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

The Census Bureau plans to request
an extension of the current OMB
approval to conduct a variety of
medium-scale internet-based tests under
this generic clearance. A block of hours
will be dedicated to these activities for
each of the next three years. OMB will
be informed in writing of the purpose
and scope of each of these activities, as
well as the time frame and the number
of burden hours used. The number of
hours used will not exceed the number
set aside for this purpose.

This research program will be used by
the Census Bureau and survey sponsors
to test alternative contact methods,
including emails and text messages,
improve online questionnaires and
procedures, reduce respondent burden,
and ultimately increase the quality of
data collected in the censuses and
surveys. The clearance will be used to
conduct testing of decennial and
demographic census and survey
questionnaires as well as
communications and/or marketing
strategies and data dissemination tools
for the Census Bureau prior to fielding
them.

Testing activities will primarily
involve split panel experiment tests or
remote usability testing but may also
include other qualitative research
conducted on the internet such as
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cognitive interviews, focus groups, and
debriefings.

II. Method of Collection

Electronically (internet). Specifically,
the following methods will be used:

Split sample experiments. This
involves testing alternative versions of
questionnaires, invitations to
questionnaires (e.g., emails or text
messages), or websites, at least some of
which have been designed to address
problems identified in draft versions or
versions from previous waves. The use
of multiple questionnaires, invitations,
or websites, randomly assigned to
permit statistical comparisons, is the
critical component here; data collection
will be via the internet. Comparison of
revised questionnaires (or invitations)
against a control version, preferably, or
against each other facilitates statistical
evaluation of the performance of
alternative versions of the questionnaire
(or invitation or website).

The number of versions tested and the
number of cases per version will depend
on the objectives of the test. We cannot
specify with certainty a minimum panel
size, although we would expect that no
questionnaire versions would be
administered to less than fifty
respondents.

Split sample tests that incorporate
methodological questionnaire design
experiments will have a larger
maximum sample size (up to several
hundred cases per panel) than other
pretest methods. This will enable the
detection of statistically significant
differences, and facilitate
methodological experiments that can
extend questionnaire design knowledge
more generally for use in a variety of
Census Bureau data collection
instruments.

Usability Interviews: This method
involves getting respondent input to aid
in the development of automated
questionnaires and websites and
associated materials. The objective is to
identify problems that keep respondents
from completing automated
questionnaires accurately and efficiently
with minimal burden, or that prevent
respondents from successfully
navigating websites and finding the
information they seek. Remote usability
testing may be conducted under this
clearance, whereby a user would receive
an invitation to use a website or survey,
then answer targeted questions about
that experience.

Qualitative Interviews: This method
involves one-on-one (or sometimes
group) interviews in which the
respondent is typically asked questions
about survey content areas, survey
questions or the survey process. A

number of different techniques may be
involved, including cognitive interviews
and focus groups. The objective is to
identify problems of ambiguity or
misunderstanding, or other difficulties
respondents may have answering survey
questions in order to improve the
information ultimately collected in large
scale surveys and censuses.

Data collection for this project is
authorized under the authorizing
legislation for the questionnaire being
tested. This may be Title 13, Sections
131, 141, 161, 181, 182, 193, and 301 for
Census Bureau-sponsored surveys, and
Title 13, Section 8(b), and Title 15 for
surveys sponsored by other Federal
agencies. We do not now know what
other titles will be referenced, since we
do not know what survey questionnaires
will be pretested during the course of
the clearance.

Literature on and considerations
about the use of internet samples for
this type of work have been thoroughly
covered by a Task Force commissioned
by the American Association for Public
Opinion Research and are well
documented there (Baker, et al., 2013).

The information collected in this
program of developing and testing
questionnaires will be used by staff from
the Census Bureau and sponsoring
agencies to evaluate and improve the
quality of the data in the surveys and
censuses that are ultimately conducted.
Because the questionnaires being tested
under this clearance are still in the
process of development, the data that
result from these collections are not
considered official statistics of the
Census Bureau or other Federal
agencies. Data will be included in
research reports prepared for sponsors
inside and outside of the Census
Bureau. The results may also be
prepared for presentations related to
survey methodology at professional
meetings or publications in professional
journals.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0607—0978.

Form Number(s): Various.

Type of Review: Regular submission,
Request for an Extension, without
Change, of a Currently Approved
Collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
67,600 per year.

Estimated Time per Response: 15
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 16,900.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0. There is no cost to the

respondent other than time to answer
the information request.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Data collection for
this project is authorized under the
authorizing legislation for the
questionnaire being tested. This may be
Title 13, Sections 131, 141, 161, 181,
182, 193, and 301 for Census Bureau-
sponsored surveys, and Title 13 and 15
for surveys sponsored by other Federal
agencies. We do not now know what
other titles will be referenced, since we
do not know what survey questionnaires
will be tested during the course of the
clearance.

IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include, or
summarize, each comment in our
request to OMB to approve this ICR.
Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you may ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2026-14554 Filed 7—17-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P



		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-07-18T02:04:04-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




