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With respect to the in-quota quantity
of 64,709 metric tons of the TRQ for
imports of certain sugar-containing
products maintained under Additional
U.S. Note 8 to chapter 17 of the HTSUS,
the U.S. Trade Representative is
allocating 59,250 metric tons to Canada.
The remainder of the in-quota quantity,
5,459 metric tons, is available for other
countries on a first-come, first-served
basis.

Raw cane sugar, refined sugar,
including specialty sugar, and sugar-
containing products for FY 2027 TRQs
may enter the United States as of
October 1, 2026.

Jamieson Greer,

United States Trade Representative, Office
of the United States Trade Representative.

[FR Doc. 2026-15050 Filed 7—-23-26; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration
[Docket No. FAA-2026—8185]

Request for Comments on Midway
Atoll Airport/Henderson Airfield (MDY)

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is requesting
comments from the aviation industry
and general public (including federal,
state, tribal, and local agencies)
regarding the importance of Midway
Atoll Airport/Henderson Airfield (MDY)
for trans-Pacific Ocean aviation
operations. Specifically, MDY serves in
a “flight planning” role for routes across
the North-Central Pacific Ocean, as an
Extended Range Operation with Two-
Engine Airplanes (ETOPS) alternate
airport under Federal Aviation
Regulations. However, MDY’s
infrastructure is deteriorating and will
require significant financial investments
and rehabilitation within the next three
to five years to maintain its operational
capability and compliance with the
FAA'’s airport certification requirements
and ETOPS requirements. The FAA is
requesting responses to questions
contained in this notice in order to
better understand the potential impacts
if MDY were no longer available as an
ETOPS alternate airport.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 8, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Send comments identified
by docket number FAA-2026-8185
using any of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov and follow
the online instructions for sending your
comments electronically.

e Mail: Send comments to Docket
Operations, M—30; U.S. Department of
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Room W12-140, West
Building Ground Floor, Washington, DC
20590-0001.

e Hand Delivery or Courier: Take
comments to Docket Operations in
Room W12-140 of the West Building
Ground Floor at 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590—
0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

e Fax:Fax comments to Docket
Operations at (202) 493—-2251.

Privacy: In accordance with 5 U.S.C.
553(c), DOT solicits comments from the
public to better inform its rulemaking
process. DOT posts these comments,
without edit, including any personal
information the commenter provides, to
http://www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at http://www.dot.gov/
privacy.

Docket: Background documents or
comments received may be read at
http://www.regulations.gov at any time.
Follow the online instructions for
accessing the docket or go to the Docket
Operations in Room W12-140 of the
West Building Ground Floor at 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590-0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Raquel Girvin, Western-Pacific Regional
Administrator, Office of National
Engagement and Regional
Administration, 777 S. Aviation Blvd.,
Suite 150, El Segundo, CA 90245 (424)
405-7000, 9-APL-AWP-RA@faa.gov.
Confidential Business Information:
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
is commercial or financial information
that is both customarily and actually
treated as private by its owner. Under
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA),
5 U.S.C. 552, CBI is exempt from public
disclosure. If your comments responsive
to this Notice contain commercial or
financial information that is customarily
treated as private, that you actually treat
as private, and that is relevant or
responsive to this Notice, it is important
that you clearly designate the submitted
comments as CBI. Please mark each
page of your submission containing CBI
as “PROPIN.” The FAA will treat such
marked submissions as confidential
under the FOIA, and they will not be

placed in the public docket of this
Notice. Submissions containing CBI
should be sent to the person identified
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section of this document. Any
commentary that the FAA receives
which is not specifically designated as
CBI will be placed in the public docket
for this Notice.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Midway Atoll Airport (MDY) is a Part
139-certificated airport in the North-
Central Pacific Ocean. Currently, MDY
and the surrounding Atoll are managed
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS), an agency within the U.S.
Department of the Interior. Ownership
was transferred from the Department of
Defense to FWS in 1996 for wildlife
conservation. Accordingly, MDY is
unique as a Part 139 certificated airport
that is owned and operated by a
department of the U.S. Government, is
not a joint-use airport, and serves a
specific need in the global aviation
system (trans-Pacific ETOPS flight
planning for both military and
commercial aircraft operations).

FWS is currently utilizing the FAA’s
congressionally mandated $2.5 million
per year in Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) funds designated under
the 2003 FAA Reauthorization Act (Pub.
L. 108-176) to maintain MDY’s airfield
infrastructure, and the FWS contributes
an additional $2.6 million in annual
funding to maintain minimum
operational capability. However, the
funding designated is only a small
portion of the airfield’s needs according
to the 2021 Midway Atoll
Comprehensive Master Plan. MDY’s
runway is expected to reach a severe
level of deterioration within the next
five years. The estimated cost for major
airfield rehabilitation at MDY exceeds
$100 million for milling, repaving, and
seawall repairs—an amount
significantly higher than the annual AIP
funding allocations. Additional non-
airfield improvements, such as harbor
upgrades to support shipment of
construction materials, may also be
needed.

Extended aircraft operations (known
as ETOPS) for long-range international
travel provide several benefits related to
savings in time, fuel, and operational
efficiencies. FAA’s final rule on
Extended Operations (ETOPS) of Multi-
Engine Airplanes was published in the
Federal Register on January 16, 2007
(72 FR 1808). In the event of an
extremely rare in-flight emergency over
the North-Central Pacific Ocean, aircraft
can divert to MDY if they are previously
approved to do so by the FAA and are
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within ETOPS range of that airport.
Between 2003 and 2021, there were at
least eleven commercial and military
aircraft diversions that landed at MDY
Airport. However, recent estimates
indicate that MDY is currently used in
ETOPS flight planning for tens of
thousands of trans-Pacific flights
annually across passenger, cargo, and
military aircraft operations.

Part 121 air carriers to plan flight
routes that include MDY as an ETOPS
alternate airport, MDY must maintain
compliance with the FAA’s Part 139
airport certification requirements. If
MDY (or any other airport) does not
meet the FAA’s Part 139 standards, the
airport could not be used for ETOPS
flight planning, and air carriers would
be required to plan an alternate route of
flight.

Aviation routes across the North-
Central Pacific Ocean are also served by
other ETOPS alternate airports, namely
Wake Island Airfield (PAWK),
Eareckson Air Station (PASY), and
Marshall Islands International Airport
(PKM]J). Of these airports, PAWK and
PASY are owned and operated by the
United States Department of War, and
PKM]J is owned and operated by the
Republic of the Marshall Islands Ports
Authority.

Request for Comments: The FAA
invites public comments from interested
individuals, entities, and other parties
on the following questions related to
MDY Airport:

Operations

O1. Are there any routes (i.e., city
pairs) that would be particularly
impacted by the loss of MDY as an
ETOPS alternate airport? What are the
likely impacts to those routes, and to the
extent possible please quantify the
impacts on these specific routes.

02. What would be the impact on
aircraft fuel consumption if MDY were
no longer available as an ETOPS
alternate airport? To the extent possible,
please quantify these impacts on an
annual basis.

Customers

C1. What would be the impact to
customers (passengers or cargo) if MDY
were no longer available as an ETOPS
alternate airport? To the extent possible,
please quantify these impacts on an
annual basis using any applicable
measurement such as time, cost,
consumer choices, etc.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f).

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 20,
2026.

Rebecca S. Cointin,

Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of
Policy and Strategic Engagement.

[FR Doc. 202614974 Filed 7-23-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Maritime Administration

Notice of the Establishment of the
Arctic Shipping Federal Advisory
Committee; Solicitation of
Nominations for Membership

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice; solicitation of
nominations for membership.

SUMMARY: DOT announces the
establishment of the Arctic Shipping
Federal Advisory Committee (ASFAC)
and solicits nominations for
membership to serve on the ASFAC.
DATES: Nominations for immediate
consideration for appointment must be
received on or before 5:00 p.m. on
September 22, 2026. MARAD will
continue to accept applications under
this notice for a period of up to two
years from the deadline to fill any
vacancies that may arise. MARAD
encourages nominations submitted any
time before the deadline.

ADDRESSES: Email your application to
matthew.fraterman@dot.gov, subject
line: Arctic Shipping FAC Nomination;
or via mail to Matthew Fraterman,
Senior Transportation Trade Specialist,
Maritime Administration, W23-323,
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590; please include
your name, mailing address, and
telephone number.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Matthew Fraterman at
matthew.fraterman@dot.gov or 202—
366-5774.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National
Defense Authorization Act of 2021
required DOT, in coordination with the
Departments of State, War, Commerce,
and Homeland Security, to establish the
ASFAC to provide policy information,
advice, and recommendations on
positioning the United States to take
advantage of emerging opportunities for
Arctic maritime transportation. The 17
members of the ASFAC will be charged
with developing a report and set of
policy recommendations intended to
enhance the leadership role of the
United States in improving the safety

and reliability of Arctic maritime
transportation in accordance with
customary international maritime law
and existing Federal authority. With
national security interests in mind, such
policy recommendations will consider
options to establish a U.S. entity that
could perform the following seaway
development functions:

¢ Construction, operation, and
maintenance of current and future
maritime infrastructure necessary for
vessels transiting the Arctic Sea Routes,
including potential new deep draft and
deepwater ports.

e Provision of services that are not
widely commercially available in the
U.S. Arctic that would improve Arctic
maritime safety and environmental
protection, enhance Arctic maritime
domain awareness, and support
navigation and incident response for
vessels transiting the Arctic Sea Routes.

¢ Establishment of rules of
measurement for vessels and cargo to
levy voluntary rates of charges or fees
for services.

The ASFAC may also consider
establishing a congressionally chartered
seaway development corporation
modeled on the Great Lakes St.
Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation (formerly the Saint
Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation). If it decides to do so, it
should either develop recommendations
for establishing such a corporation and
a detailed implementation plan for
establishing such an entity or document
its rationale and/or alternatives for not
recommending the establishment of
such a corporation. In developing its
report and recommendations, the
ASFAC will engage with and solicit
feedback from coastal communities,
Alaska Native subsistence co-
management groups, and Alaska Native
tribes.

The ASFAC will operate in
accordance with the provisions of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. ch. 10). Under Section 8426 of
the FY 2021 NDAA, the ASFAC is
authorized to operate for a term of 8
years from the date that it submits its
first report to Congress. The ASFAC
charter is subject to renewal every 2
years in accordance with FACA. The
ASFAC is expected to meet twice a year.
The advisory committee will meet at
least once annually in Alaska; all other
meetings will be held virtually (or in a
hybrid forum that does not require
additional use of Federal funds) unless
otherwise required by law or approved
by the Secretary.
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