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TABLE 1—ISSUED PERMITS—Continued

File No. Version RTID Applicant Previous Federal Register no- | |ssuance date

29107 ......... N/A ........... 0648—-XF664 ... | Susana Caballero, Ph.D., Nova Southeastern | 91 FR 17943, April 9, 2026 ..... June 25, 2026.
University, 8000 North Ocean Drive, Dania
Beach, FL 33004.

29414 ... N/A ........... 0648-XF662 ... | Jesse Senko, Ph.D., Arizona State University, | 91 FR 17946, April 9, 2026 ..... June 5, 2026.
School of Ocean Futures, 777 East Univer-
sity Drive, Tempe, AZ 85281.

29467 ......... N/A ... 0648-XF656 ... | Jing Guo, University of Rochester, HH425 91 FR 17944, April 9, 2026 ..... June 10, 2026.
Hutchison Hall, Rochester, NY 14627.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activities proposed are categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

As required by the ESA, as applicable,
issuance was based on a finding that
such permits: (1) were applied for in
good faith; (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of such endangered
species; and (3) are consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: July 22, 2026.

Larissa Plants,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—-15163 Filed 7-27-26; 8:45 am|
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Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
General Provisions for Domestic
Fisheries; Application for Exempted
Fishing Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries,
Greater Atlantic Region, NMFS, has
made a preliminary determination that
an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP)
application contains all of the required
information and warrants further
consideration. The EFP would allow
federally permitted fishing vessels to
fish outside fishery regulations in
support of exempted fishing activities
proposed by the Massachusetts Division
of Marine Fisheries. Regulations under
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
require publication of this notification
to provide interested parties the

TABLE 1—REQUESTED EXEMPTIONS

opportunity to comment on applications
for proposed EFPs.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before August 12, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by email: nmfs.gar.efp@
noaa.gov. Include in the subject line
“Spiny Dogfish Weekly Limit EFP.” All
comments received are a part of the
public record and may be posted for
public viewing without change. All
personal identifying information (e.g.,
name, address), confidential business
information, or otherwise sensitive
information submitted voluntarily by
the sender will be publicly accessible.
NMFS will accept anonymous
comments (enter “anonymous” as the
signature if you wish to remain
anonymous).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christine Ford, Fishery Management
Specialist, christine.ford@noaa.gov,
978-281-9185.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Massachusetts Division of Marine
Fisheries submitted a complete
application for an EFP to conduct
commercial fishing activities that the
regulations would otherwise restrict.
This EFP would exempt the
participating vessels from the following
Federal regulations:

CFR citation

Regulation

Need for exemption

50 CFR 648.235(a)(1)

Possession limit

To allow vessels to exceed the trip possession limit and land up to
37,500 Ib (17,010 kg) of spiny dogfish per week.

TABLE 2—PROJECT SUMMARY

Project title

Seasonal weekly aggregate limit program for the Northern Region Spiny Dogfish Fishery

Project start
Project end
Project objectives

Project location
Number of vessels
Number of trips
Trip duration (days)
Total number of days

Up to 50.

1-2 days.

09/01/2026.

12/31/2026.

To provide data to inform the setting of future trip limits in the spiny dogfish fishery through the specifica-
tions process.

Georges Bank, Gulf of Maine, Southern New England.

Up to 4 per vessel per week.

Up to 7,200 total.
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TABLE 2—PROJECT SUMMARY—Continued
Project title Seasonal weekly aggregate limit program for the Northern Region Spiny Dogdfish Fishery
Gear type(s) «vocvveveervreeiieeeereeeene Sink gillnet, bottom longline, bottom trawl.

Number and duration of tows or
sets.

See Project Narrative.

Project Narrative

The purpose of this project is to: 1.
Provide data to inform the setting of
future trip limits in the spiny dogfish
fishery through the specifications
process, and 2. Encourage additional
effort in the spiny dogfish fishery by
providing more economically viable
fishing trips and increasing utilization
of the northern region quota, as
managed by the Atlantic States Marine
Fisheries Commission (Commission).
The northern region, which is allocated
58 percent of the coastwide quota by the
Commission, has routinely
underutilized its quota for over a
decade, often by more than 50 percent.
In the most recent fishing year, the
northern region landed approximately
28 percent of its quota. Under the
recently reduced quota levels,
continued quota underutilization will
jeopardize the operation of the sole
dogfish processor, located in New
Bedford, MA. Northern region spiny
dogfish landings occur primarily during
July, August, and the beginning of
September, when the resource is closest
to shore. Effort and landings decline
concurrently with the resource’s
seasonal shift to deeper and more
southern waters. The applicants hope to
encourage continued, and possibly
increased, participation in the fishery
via this EFP.

Under this EFP, participants would be
exempt from the 7,500-1b (3,402-kg) trip
possession limit and instead be
authorized a 37,500-1b (17,010-kg)
weekly possession and landing limit,
which approximates the maximum
weekly landings available to vessels in
the northern region under the current
trip limit. Vessels would be subject to
all other management measures for the
spiny dogfish fishery. No significant
changes to standard fishing operations
regarding number or duration of sets are
expected. All spiny dogfish landings
under the EFP (as well as landings not
under the EFP) would count towards the
commercial fishery quota and be
monitored cooperatively by the states in
the northern region. Weekly reported
dealer data would be used for quota
monitoring. To mitigate the potential for
this EFP to impact vessels not
participating in the program, the EFP
would be suspended, and the

possession limit would revert to the
7,500-1b (3,402-kg) daily limit, if 80
percent of the northern region quota was
projected to be utilized. The applicants
acknowledge the potential for the
project to reduce ex-vessel spiny dogfish
price. However, demand has exceeded
supply in recent years, so this is not
anticipated. The processor would be
provided with a list of participating
vessels and be able to advise them if
supply is outpacing demand and
causing negative impacts on ex-vessel
price. If this occurs, trips under the EFP
may be temporarily suspended.

A final report summarizing data
collected under the EFP (e.g.,
participation, fishing effort, ex-vessel
price, landings per trip) will be
submitted to the Commission’s Spiny
Dogfish Management Board to inform
future deliberations on possession limit
regulations.

If approved, the applicant may
request minor modifications and
extensions to the EFP throughout the
year. EFP modifications and extensions
may be granted without further notice if
they are deemed essential to facilitate
completion of the proposed research
and have minimal impacts that do not
change the scope or impact of the
initially approved EFP request. Any
fishing activity conducted outside the
scope of the exempted fishing activity
would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 23, 2026.
Shannon Bettridge,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-15161 Filed 7—27-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Pacific Council)
will convene three Peer Review Panel
meetings to review methods for
updating the Sacramento River Fall
Chinook (SRFC) spawner abundance at
maximum sustainable yield (Smsy)
value. The Peer Review Panel meetings
are open to the public.

DATES: The first Peer Review Panel
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
August 19, 2026, from 8:30 a.m. until 5
p-m. (Pacific Time), and will continue
on Thursday, August 20, 2026, from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., or until business for
each day has been completed.

The second Peer Review Panel
meeting will be held on Friday,
September 11, 2026, from 8:30 a.m.
until 4 p.m. (Pacific Time) each day, or
until business for the day has been
completed.

The third Peer Review Panel meeting
will be held on Thursday, October 1,
2026, from 8:30 a.m. until 4 p.m.
(Pacific Time) each day, or until
business for the day has been
completed.

ADDRESSES: The first Peer Review Panel
meeting will be held in the Delta room
at the Hilton Garden Inn Sacramento
Airport Natomas, 20 Advantage Ct.,
Sacramento, CA 95834; telephone: (916)
579-7000. This meeting will have a web
broadcast that provides the opportunity
for remote public comment.

The second and third Peer Review
Panel meetings will be held online via
a web broadcast that provides the
opportunity for remote public comment.

Specific meeting information,
materials, visitor protocols (as
applicable), and instructions for how to
connect to the meeting remotely
(including directions and system
requirements) will be provided in the
meeting announcement on the Pacific
Council’s website (see
www.pcouncil.org). In the event an
outage occurs, or technical issues arise
that impact the experience of remote
attendees, we will attempt to resolve
them but ultimately, we cannot
guarantee that they will be resolved
satisfactorily.

Pacific Council address: Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.


http://www.pcouncil.org
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