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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Availability of the Final 
Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment and FONSI/ROD 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) announces the 
availability of the Final Programmatic 
Environmental Assessment (PEA) and 
Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI)/Record of Decision (ROD), 
following the FAA’s evaluation of the 
potential environmental effects of its 
decision related to unmanned aircraft 
systems (UAS) (drone) package delivery 
operations in the United States. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
questions concerning this action, 
contact AFS–700 Emerging 
Technologies Division, Office of Safety 
Standards, Flight Standards Service; 
email: 9-FAA-Drone-Environmental@
faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The final 
PEA evaluates the reasonably 
foreseeable environmental impacts of 
UAS (drone) package delivery 
operations in the United States. The 
proposed action analyzed in the final 
PEA is for drone operators conducting 
commercial drone package deliveries 
under 14 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) part 135. 

The FAA prepared the final PEA in 
accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (42 
United States Code [U.S.C.] 4321 et 
seq.), USDOT Order 5610.1D DOT’s 
Procedures for Considering 
Environmental Impacts, and FAA Order 
1050.1G FAA National Environmental 
Policy Act Implementing Procedures. 
The final PEA evaluates the potential 
impacts of the proposed action and no 
action alternative to all environmental 
impact categories identified in FAA 
Order 1050.1.G. A notice of availability 
of the draft PEA and request for 
comments was published in the Federal 
Register on December 9, 2025. Upon 
request, the public comment period was 
extended by fifteen days for a total of 
forty-five days, ending on January 23, 
2026. Based on the FAA’s review and 
analysis and consideration of 
comments, the FAA has determined 
that, with implementation of the 
mitigation measures provided in the 
final PEA, the proposed action would 
not result in significant impacts. 

The FONSI/ROD and final PEA are 
available to view and download 

electronically at https://www.faa.gov/ 
uas/advanced_operations/nepa_and_
drones/. The documentation is available 
from any internet access including from 
computers freely available at public 
libraries. 

Issued in Washington, DC, on July 28, 
2026. 
Derek W. Hufty, 
Manager, General Aviation and Commercial 
Branch, Emerging Technologies Division, 
Office of Safety Standards, Flight Standards 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15417 Filed 7–29–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. FMCSA–2019–0069] 

Parts and Accessories Necessary for 
Safe Operation; Application for 
Exemption Renewal From Charles 
Machine Works, Inc. 

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA), Department 
of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice of application for 
renewal of exemption; withdrawal. 

SUMMARY: FMCSA withdraws its January 
16, 2026, notice that requested public 
comment on an application from 
Charles Machine Works, Inc. (CMW) 
seeking renewal of a five-year 
exemption from the Agency’s 
prohibition against the use of gravity-fed 
or siphon-fed fuel systems on 
commercial motor vehicles (CMVs). 
FMCSA has determined that the 
Agency’s February 19, 2026, final rule 
titled ‘‘Parts and Accessories Necessary 
for Safe Operation; Auxiliary Fuel 
Tanks,’’ provided the requested relief by 
amending the relevant regulation in a 
way that resolves the concerns outlined 
in CMW’s original exemption request. 
Consequently, the exemption is now 
unnecessary, not only for CMW but also 
for any other entities that might have 
planned to request an exemption from 
the prohibition on gravity-fed or siphon- 
fed fuel systems on CMVs. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Jose Cestero, Mechanical Engineer, 
FMCSA, Vehicle and Roadside 
Operations Division, Office of Carrier, 
Driver, and Vehicle Safety Standards; 
(202) 366–5541; MCPSV@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Section 393.65 of the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Regulations (49 CFR 
393.65) establishes requirements 

applicable to all CMV fuel systems, 
including those supplying fuel to 
auxiliary equipment. These 
requirements apply to systems used for 
containing and supplying fuel for the 
operation of (1) motor vehicles or (2) 
auxiliary equipment installed on, or 
used in connection with, motor 
vehicles. Specifically, § 393.65(d) 
generally prohibits a fuel system from 
supplying fuel by gravity or siphon feed 
directly to the carburetor or injectors. 

On September 16, 2020, FMCSA 
published a notice of final disposition 
granting CMW’s application for a five- 
year exemption from § 393.65(d) to 
allow the use of gravity or syphon-fed 
fuel systems for auxiliary equipment 
that operates only when the CMV is 
stationary (85 FR 57928). 

On January 16, 2026, FMCSA 
published a notice in the Federal 
Register requesting public comments on 
CMW’s application for renewal of its 
exemption (91 FR 2271), 

FMCSA subsequently issued a final 
rule titled ‘‘Parts and Accessories 
Necessary for Safe Operation; Auxiliary 
Fuel Tanks,’’ published on February 19, 
2026 (91 FR 7890). The final rule 
amended 49 CFR 393.65(d) to add an 
exception to the prohibition on gravity 
and siphon feeds for auxiliary pumps 
with a nominal fuel tank capacity of not 
more than five gallons mounted on the 
trailer chassis frame or trailer bed, for 
purposes other than the operation of the 
motor vehicle, that are operated only 
when the motor vehicle is not in 
motion. 

As a result of the regulatory 
amendment, motor carriers and 
equipment manufacturers may operate 
in accordance with the revised 
requirements in 49 CFR 393.65(d) 
without the need for an exemption. 
Because the amended regulation 
provides the regulatory relief sought by 
CMW, the exemption is no longer 
necessary. Accordingly, FMCSA 
considers CMW’s request for a renewal 
of the exemption to be closed, as of 
March 23, 2026, the effective date of 
February 19, 2026, final rule rendering 
the requested exemption unnecessary. 
Therefore, FMCSA withdraws its 
January 16, 2026, notice. 

Larry W. Minor, 
Associate Administrator for Policy. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15431 Filed 7–29–26; 8:45 am] 
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