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DATES: Repatriation of the human 
remains and associated funerary objects 
in this notice may occur on or after 
August 31, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Send written requests for 
repatriation of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects in this notice 
to Karla Oesch, Collections Manager, 
Louisiana Division of Archaeology, P.O. 
Box 44247, Baton Rouge, LA 70804, 
email koesch@crt.la.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is published as part of the 
National Park Service’s administrative 
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The 
determinations in this notice are the 
sole responsibility of the Louisiana 
Division of Archaeology, and additional 
information on the determinations in 
this notice, including the results of 
consultation, can be found in its 
inventory or related records. The 
National Park Service is not responsible 
for the determinations in this notice. 

Abstract of Information Available 

Human remains representing at least 
100 individuals have been identified 
from site 16RI13, Gold Mine, in 
Richland Parish, LA. At minimum, 13 
associated funerary objects are present 
including ceramics. Excavations took 
place in the summers from 1978 to 
1980. Avocational archaeologists 
conducted 1978 session. In 1979, the 
volunteers were partially supervised by 
an osteology graduate student from the 
University of Arkansas. In 1980, John 
Belmont from Harvard University was 
hired with the help of an NSF grant. The 
Gold Mine collection remained at 
University of Arkansas in Fayetteville 
after the culmination of fieldwork. In 
early 2002, the human remains were 
loaned to Mark Murray at the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville. In August of 
2002, the remaining collection was 
transferred to University of Louisiana 
Lafayette. Upon completion of analysis, 
the collection was donated to LDOA on 
June 16, 2006. On August 3, 2021, the 
human remains were returned to the 
remaining collection. 

Cultural Affiliation 

Based on the information available 
and the results of consultation, cultural 
affiliation is reasonably identified by the 
geographical location or acquisition 
history of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects described in 
this notice. 

Determinations 

The Louisiana Division of 
Archaeology has determined that: 

• The human remains described in 
this notice represent the physical 

remains of 100 individuals of Native 
American ancestry. 

• The 13 objects described in this 
notice are reasonably believed to have 
been placed intentionally with or near 
individual human remains at the time of 
death or later as part of the death rite 
or ceremony. 

• There is a connection between the 
human remains and associated funerary 
objects described in this notice and the 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana; Jena Band 
of Choctaw Indians; Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians; and The Choctaw 
Nation of Oklahoma. 

Requests for Repatriation 

Written requests for repatriation of the 
human remains and associated funerary 
objects in this notice must be sent to the 
authorized representative identified in 
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests 
for repatriation may be submitted by: 

1. Any one or more of the Indian 
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations 
identified in this notice. 

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian 
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization 
not identified in this notice who shows, 
by a preponderance of the evidence, that 
the requestor is a lineal descendant or 
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 
organization with cultural affiliation. 

Repatriation of the human remains 
and associated funerary objects 
described in this notice to a requestor 
may occur on or after August 31, 2026. 
If competing requests for repatriation 
are received, the Louisiana Division of 
Archaeology must determine the most 
appropriate requestor prior to 
repatriation. Requests for joint 
repatriation of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects are 
considered a single request and not 
competing requests. The Louisiana 
Division of Archaeology is responsible 
for sending a copy of this notice to the 
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations identified in this notice 
and any other consulting parties. 

Authority: Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing 
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10. 

Dated: July 20, 2026. 

Melanie O’Brien, 
Manager, National NAGPRA Program. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15524 Filed 7–30–26; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Intended Repatriation: 
Portland Art Museum, Portland, OR 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native 
American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the 
Portland Art Museum intends to 
repatriate a certain cultural item that 
meets the definition of a sacred object 
and that has a cultural affiliation with 
the Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian 
organizations in this notice. 
DATES: Repatriation of the cultural item 
in this notice may occur on or after 
August 31, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Send additional, written 
requests for repatriation of the cultural 
item in this notice to Kathleen Ash- 
Milby, Senior Curator of Native 
American Art, Portland Art Museum, 
1219 SW Park Ave., Portland, OR 97205, 
email kathleen.ash-milby@pam.org, and 
Donald Urquhart, Director of Collections 
and Exhibitions, Portland Art Museum, 
1219 SW Park Ave., Portland, OR 97205, 
email donald.urquhart@pam.org. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is published as part of the 
National Park Service’s administrative 
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The 
determinations in this notice are the 
sole responsibility of the Portland Art 
Museum and additional information on 
the determinations in this notice, 
including the results of consultation, 
can be found in the summary or related 
records. The National Park Service is 
not responsible for the determinations 
in this notice. 

Abstract of Information Available 
In a letter dated April 23, 2026, the 

Nez Perce Tribe submitted a claim for 
repatriation to the Portland Art Museum 
for an item identified as a Nez Perce 
Medicine Bundle (#87.88.99) as a 
‘‘sacred object’’ under NAGPRA. 
According to museum records this 
object was donated to the museum in 
1987 by private collector Elizabeth Cole 
Butler. No additional provenance 
information prior to Butler’s ownership 
has been located. According to the Nez 
Perce Tribe in their claim, medicine 
bundles or ipéh’tes, are one of the most 
sacred that Nez Perce people can 
possess and are a tangible 
representation of their life, spirit, and 
medicine. Their medicine bundles are 
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an extension of their spirit or waqı́is’wit 
and one of the elements that imbue Nez 
Perce lifeways and their connection to 
the earth. Ipéh’tes are still utilized 
today. 

On June 2, 2026, object #87.88.99 was 
tested for arsenic contamination and the 
results were negative. 

Determinations 

The Portland Art Museum has 
determined that: 

• The one sacred object described in 
this notice is a specific ceremonial 
object needed by a traditional Native 
American religious leader for present- 
day adherents to practice traditional 
Native American religion, according to 
the Native American traditional 
knowledge of a lineal descendant, 
Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian 
organization. 

• There is a connection between the 
cultural item described in this notice 
and the Nez Perce Tribe. 

Requests for Repatriation 

Additional, written requests for 
repatriation of the cultural item in this 
notice must be sent to the authorized 
representatives identified in this notice 
under ADDRESSES. Requests for 
repatriation may be submitted by any 
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or 
Native Hawaiian organization not 
identified in this notice who shows, by 
a preponderance of the evidence, that 
the requestor is a lineal descendant or 
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or 
Native Hawaiian organization. 

Repatriation of the cultural item in 
this notice to a requestor may occur on 
or after August 31, 2026. If competing 
requests for repatriation are received, 
the Portland Art Museum must 
determine the most appropriate 
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests 
for joint repatriation of the cultural item 
are considered a single request and not 
competing requests. The Portland Art 
Museum is responsible for sending a 
copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes 
and Native Hawaiian organizations 
identified in this notice and to any other 
consulting parties. 

Authority: Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing 
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9. 

Dated: July 20, 2026. 

Melanie O’Brien, 
Manager, National NAGPRA Program. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15508 Filed 7–30–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4312–52–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

[N7373; NPS–WASO–NAGPRA– 
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PCU00RP14.R50000] 

Notice of Inventory Completion: 
Louisiana Department of Culture, 
Recreation, and Tourism, Division of 
Archaeology, Baton Rouge, LA 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native 
American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the 
Louisiana Division of Archaeology 
(LDOA) has completed an inventory of 
human remains and associated funerary 
objects and has determined that there is 
a cultural affiliation between the human 
remains and associated funerary objects 
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian 
organizations in this notice. 
DATES: Repatriation of the human 
remains and associated funerary objects 
in this notice may occur on or after 
August 31, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Send written requests for 
repatriation of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects in this notice 
to Karla Oesch, Collections Manager, 
Louisiana Division of Archaeology, P.O. 
Box 44247 Baton Rouge, LA 70804, 
email koesch@crt.la.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is published as part of the 
National Park Service’s administrative 
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The 
determinations in this notice are the 
sole responsibility of the Louisiana 
Division of Archaeology, and additional 
information on the determinations in 
this notice, including the results of 
consultation, can be found in its 
inventory or related records. The 
National Park Service is not responsible 
for the determinations in this notice. 

Abstract of Information Available 
Human remains representing at least 

one individual has been identified from 
site 16JE36, Fleming/Berthoud 
Cemetery, in Jefferson Parish, LA. At 
minimum, one lot of potentially 
associated funerary objects are present 
including ceramics. The fieldwork was 
conducted in 1975 or 1976, and the 
project was stored at the University of 
New Orleans. In 2006, the collection 
was reanalyzed and reorganized after 
hurricane Katrina and transferred to 
LDOA for long term storage in 2007. 

Cultural Affiliation 
Based on the information available 

and the results of consultation, cultural 

affiliation is reasonably identified by the 
geographical location or acquisition 
history of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects described in 
this notice. 

Determinations 
The Louisiana Division of 

Archaeology has determined that: 
• The human remains described in 

this notice represent the physical 
remains of one individual of Native 
American ancestry. 

• The one lot of objects described in 
this notice are reasonably believed to 
have been placed intentionally with or 
near individual human remains at the 
time of death or later as part of the death 
rite or ceremony. 

• There is a connection between the 
human remains and associated funerary 
objects described in this notice and the 
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas; 
Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana; 
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana; Jena Band 
of Choctaw Indians; Mississippi Band of 
Choctaw Indians; The Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma; and the Tunica-Biloxi 
Indian Tribe. 

Requests for Repatriation 
Written requests for repatriation of the 

human remains and associated funerary 
objects in this notice must be sent to the 
authorized representative identified in 
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests 
for repatriation may be submitted by: 

1. Any one or more of the Indian 
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations 
identified in this notice. 

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian 
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization 
not identified in this notice who shows, 
by a preponderance of the evidence, that 
the requestor is a lineal descendant or 
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian 
organization with cultural affiliation. 

Repatriation of the human remains 
and associated funerary objects 
described in this notice to a requestor 
may occur on or after August 31, 2026. 
If competing requests for repatriation 
are received, the Louisiana Division of 
Archaeology must determine the most 
appropriate requestor prior to 
repatriation. Requests for joint 
repatriation of the human remains and 
associated funerary objects are 
considered a single request and not 
competing requests. The Louisiana 
Division of Archaeology is responsible 
for sending a copy of this notice to the 
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 
organizations identified in this notice 
and any other consulting parties. 

Authority: Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing 
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10. 
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