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Dated: July 20, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—-15506 Filed 7-30-26; 8:45 am|
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Notice of Inventory Completion:
Denver Art Museum, Denver, CO

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Denver
Art Museum (DAM) has completed an
inventory of associated funerary objects
and has determined that there is a
cultural affiliation between the
associated funerary objects and Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the associated
funerary objects in this notice may
occur on or after August 31, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the associated funerary
objects in this notice to Jennie Trujillo,
Denver Art Museum, 100 W 14th
Avenue Parkway, Denver, CO 80203,
email jirujillo@denverartmuseum.org.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Denver Art
Museum, and additional information on
the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in its inventory or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

The 10 associated funerary objects are
sherds. These 10 sherds were gifted to
the Denver Art Museum (DAM) in 1934.
Prior to DAM, the sherds were donated
to the University of Michigan from Fain
King, property owner and amateur
collector, who excavated on his
property on multiple occasions.
According to records at the Denver Art
Museum, these sherds came from the
Wickliffe site in Ballard County,
Kentucky. There is little additional
information at the Denver Art Museum,
however, information provided by the
University of Michigan Museum of

Anthropological Archaeology Research
Museums Center (UMMAA) indicated
the set of sherds at DAM was split from
an original collection of associated
funerary objects and human remains
housed at UMMAA (see 84 FR 50066).
UMMAA archaeologists’ research
concluded that the Wickliffe Mounds
site (15BA4) is culturally affiliated to
Dhegians based on linguistic,
archaeological, and ethnohistorical
evidence. There are no known
hazardous substances used to treat the
associated funerary objects.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the associated funerary
objects described in this notice.

Determinations

The Denver Art Museum has
determined that:

e The 10 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
associated funerary objects described in
this notice and the Quapaw Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
associated funerary objects in this notice
must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the associated
funerary objects described in this notice
to a requestor may occur on or after
August 31, 2026. If competing requests
for repatriation are received, the Denver
Art Museum must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the associated funerary
objects are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The Denver
Art Museum is responsible for sending
a copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: July 20, 2026.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
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Notice of Intended Repatriation:
California Department of
Transportation, San Diego, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) intends to repatriate certain
cultural items that meet the definition of
sacred objects/objects of cultural
patrimony and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
August 31, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Natalia Galeana,
California Department of Transportation
District 11, 4050 Taylor Street, San
Diego, CA 92110 email natalia.galeana@
dot.ca.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Caltrans, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of seven lots of cultural items
have been requested for repatriation.
The seven lots are represented by 22
catalog entries consisting of sacred
objects/objects of cultural patrimony:
one lots of shell, one lots of chipped
stone, two lots of soil samples, one lot
of tools, one lot of lithics, and one lot


mailto:jtrujillo@denverartmuseum.org
mailto:natalia.galeana@dot.ca.gov
mailto:natalia.galeana@dot.ca.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-07-31T03:55:09-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




