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government, Native Hawaiian
organizations; business or other for-
profit organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
192.

Estimated Time per Response:
Average time across all permit types: 7
hours. Permit modification requests and
final reports: 10 hours; and annual
reports: 5 hours. Time per response for
entry and exit notifications: 5 minutes.
Time per response for VMS
certification: 5 minutes per response.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 170

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $5,905 in recordkeeping/
reporting costs and vessel monitoring
system installation and maintenance.

Respondent’s Obligation: Required to
Obtain or Retain Benefits, or Mandatory.

Legal Authority: 54 U.S.C. 320301 et
seq.; 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; 16 U.S.C.
742f, 16 U.S.C. 742l; 16 U.S.C. 1431 et
seq.

IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this Information
Collection Review. Before including
your address, phone number, email
address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you
should be aware that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you may ask us in your comment to
withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we

cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.
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BILLING CODE 3510-NK-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF917]

Marine Mammals; File No. 29707

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the Center for Coastal Studies, 5 Holway
Avenue, Provincetown, MA 02657,
(Responsible Party: Anne-Marie
Runfola), has applied in due form for a
permit to conduct research on marine
mammals.

DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before September 8,
2026.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include File No. 29707 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
via email to NMFS.PriComments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth
the specific reasons why a hearing on
this application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., or Courtney
Smith, Ph.D., (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531
et seq.), and the regulations governing
the taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226).

The applicant requests a 10-year
permit to conduct research on 23

species of marine mammals in U.S. and
international waters of the North
Atlantic Ocean. ESA-listed species
include: bowhead (Balaena mysticetus),
blue (Balaenoptera musculus), fin
(Balaenoptera physalus), North Atlantic
right (Eubalaena glacialis), sei
(Balaenoptera borealis), and sperm
(Physeter macrocephalus) whales. The
objectives are to study marine mammal
occurrence, distribution, abundance,
behavior, habitat use, foraging ecology,
and health, with a focus on North
Atlantic right whales. Cetaceans may be
taken during vessel and aerial surveys,
including uncrewed aircraft systems, for
counts, photography, videography,
photogrammetry, thermal imaging,
observations, biological sampling (feces,
sloughed skin, and skin and blubber
biopsies), and suction-cup tagging. Four
species of pinnipeds may be
unintentionally harassed and
opportunistically studied during
research. See the application for
complete numbers of animals requested
by species, life stage, and procedure.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: August 3, 2026.
Larissa Plants,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to U.S. Coast
Guard Fast Response Cutter
Homeporting in Sitka, Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of a modified
incidental harassment authorization.
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