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Issued in Washington, DC, on August 4, 
2026. 
Sandra L. Ray, 
Aviation Safety Inspector, AFS–260. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15958 Filed 8–5–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

Denial of Motor Vehicle Defect Petition 

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA), 
Department of Transportation. 

ACTION: Denial of a petition to open a 
defect investigation. 

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth the 
reasons for the denial of a petition, 
DP26–001, submitted by Mr. 
Christopher Mammarella (the Petitioner) 
to the Administrator of NHTSA (the 
‘‘Agency’’) by a letter dated January 9, 
2026, under 49 U.S.C. 30162 and 49 
CFR part 552. The Petitioner requests 
the Agency initiate a safety defect 
investigation into allegations of a 
mechanical failure that results in the 
loss of All Wheel Drive (AWD) in 
certain Model Year (MY) 2021 to 2023 
Acura TLX and MY 2022 to 2023 Acura 
MDX vehicles (the ‘‘Subject Vehicles’’) 
equipped with Acura’s Super Handling 
All Wheel Drive (SH–AWD). As a result 
of the failure, these vehicles 
permanently lose the ability to transfer 
drive torque to the rear wheels 
effectively making them front wheel 
drive only. NHTSA’s Office of Defects 
Investigation (ODI) has determined that 
the issues raised in the Petition are not 
likely to result in a finding that a defect 
related to motor vehicle safety exists. 
This determination is based on a 
technical review by ODI of available 
information, which included: (1) 
consumer complaints submitted by the 
petitioner; (2) consumer complaint 
information in the agency’s databases; 
and (3) other relevant information in 
possession of the agency. As a result, 
further investigation of the issue raised 
by the Petition is not warranted and the 
Agency, accordingly, has denied the 
Petition. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Richard K. Lawrence, Vehicle Defect 
Division A, Office of Defects 
Investigation, NHTSA 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590. 
Telephone: 202–366–7818. Email: 
richard.k.lawrence@dot.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

1. Introduction 

Any interested person may petition 
NHTSA to request that the Agency 
initiate an investigation to determine 
whether a motor vehicle or item of 
replacement equipment complies with 
an applicable motor vehicle safety 
standard or contains a defect that relates 
to motor vehicle safety. 49 U.S.C. 
30162(a)(2); 49 CFR 552.3. Upon receipt 
of a properly filed petition, the Agency 
conducts a technical review of the 
petition, material submitted with the 
petition, and any additional 
information. 49 CFR 552.6. The 
technical review may consist solely of a 
review of information already in the 
possession of the Agency or it may 
include the collection of information 
from the motor vehicle manufacturer 
and/or other sources. Id. After 
conducting the technical review and 
considering appropriate factors, which 
may include, but are not limited to, the 
nature of the complaint, allocation of 
agency resources, agency priorities, the 
likelihood of uncovering sufficient 
evidence to establish the existence of a 
defect, and the likelihood of success in 
any necessary enforcement litigation, 
the agency will grant or deny the 
petition. See 49 U.S.C. 30162(a)(2); 49 
CFR 552.8. 

2. Defect Petition Summary 

In a letter dated January 9, 2026, the 
Petitioner requested that NHTSA ‘‘open 
a Preliminary Evaluation (PE) to 
investigate the metallurgy and design of 
the Power Take-off Unit (PTU) to 
transaxle splined connection’’ of the 
Subject Vehicles, to ‘‘review warranty 
claim data from American Honda Motor 
Co. for part numbers related to the PTU 
(Transfer Assembly) and the transaxle 
output shaft for the 2021–2023 model 
years,’’ and to ‘‘Direct Acura to issue a 
safety recall to remedy the defect, 
providing owners with a revised, high- 
strength component that can withstand 
the torque requirements of the 2.0L. 
3.0L and 3.5L engines.’’ Mr. 
Mammarella supported his request by 
citing multiple online complaints in 
various user forums as well as 48 
consumer complaints found on 
NHTSA’s website. 

Mr. Mammarella states that a critical 
mechanical failure occurs at the 
interface where the transaxle output 
shaft meets the PTU input shaft. The 
metal splines on the transaxle and PTU 
shafts strip or shear completely flat 
making torque transfer to the rear 
wheels impossible. Mr. Mammarella 
states that there is no clear indication to 
the driver that their vehicle is no longer 
functioning as an AWD vehicle. Mr. 

Mammarella alleges that fluid 
inspections by technicians frequently 
reveal ‘‘orange/discolored liquid’’ and 
metal shavings within the PTU housing. 
Because the damaged shafts are not 
available for replacement separately, the 
complete transaxle and PTU must be 
replaced when this failure occurs. Mr. 
Mammarella states that the cost of this 
repair can range from $13,000 to 
$19,000. NHTSA has based its decision 
on a review of the material cited by the 
Petitioner, pertinent information in 
NHTSA’s databases, and other relevant 
information in possession of the agency. 

3. Office of Defects Investigation 
Analysis 

Most traditional AWD systems utilize 
mechanical and passive measures. 
These systems have the tendency to 
distribute torque along the path of least 
resistance, such as a wheel that has lost 
contact with the ground or is on a low 
friction surface such as ice. To 
compensate for this, many 
manufacturers use the brake system to 
redirect torque to the wheels with more 
traction. However, in this style of AWD 
system, a failed drive shaft or similar 
disconnection prior to the brakes often 
results in drive power being lost to the 
disconnected component. The 
consequence of this loss is the inability 
to maintain speed with surrounding 
traffic which increases the risks of 
collisions and injuries to the vehicle 
occupants. 

The Subject Vehicles are built upon a 
platform that was designed primarily as 
Front Wheel Drive (FWD). The SH– 
AWD system functions more as a 
performance enhancement feature rather 
than a stability feature. Even if the SH– 
AWD is nonoperational, the vehicles 
retain full mobility via FWD. In 
addition, the Vehicle Stability Assist 
(VSA) remains functional, ensuring 
directional stability through traditional 
engine and brake-based traction control. 
As a result, although the condition 
raised by the Petitioner may degrade the 
vehicle’s performance characteristics, 
there is insufficient information to 
indicate a potential unreasonable safety 
risk. 

ODI reviewed 62 Vehicle Owner 
Questionnaires (VOQs) and several 
TREAD (Transportation Recall 
Enhancement, Accountability and 
Documentation) Field Reports alleging 
the loss of SH–AWD and its impact on 
the driving dynamics of the subject 
vehicles. During its analysis, ODI 
determined that the failure is localized 
to the mechanical interface between the 
FWD transaxle and the PTU. 
Specifically, the failure is the shearing 
or stripping of the interfacing splined 
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1 The authority to determine whether to approve 
or deny defect petitions under 49 U.S.C. 30162(d) 

and 49 CFR part 552 has been further delegated to 
the Associate Administrator for Enforcement. 

shafts between the FWD transaxle and 
the PTU, resulting in a permanent loss 
of torque transfer to the rear of the 
vehicle. Upon reviewing the technical 
details of SH–AWD, ODI has found that 
this failure does not result in any loss 
of motive power or lead to a loss of 
vehicle control. 

Several complaints indicated that the 
operators were unaware of the 
mechanical fault until encountering a 
low friction surface or the condition was 
identified by a technician during 
routine maintenance. The SH–AWD 
system lacks any form of direct feedback 
for monitoring real time torque transfer 
to the rear wheels. Therefore, the system 
will continue to display information 
indicating power is being supplied to 
the rear wheels even when power is 
actually only supplied to the front 
wheels. 

ODI’s review did not identify 
sufficient evidence to indicate that the 
misinformation has presented a safety 
issue in the field. ODI did not identify 
any reports of loss of motive power or 
vehicle control that could be attributed 
to the loss of SH–AWD. ODI is not 
aware of any crashes involving the 
Subject Vehicles that resulted from the 
loss of SH–AWD. 

The Agency has thoroughly assessed 
the material submitted by the Petitioner, 
consumer complaint information in 
NHTSA’s databases, and other relevant 
information already in possession of the 
Agency. NHTSA does not believe that 
the issues presented by the Petitioner 
indicate the likelihood of a safety 
related defect that would warrant a 
formal investigation. After full 

consideration of the available 
information, and in view of NHTSA’s 
enforcement priorities, the Petition is 
denied. 
(Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30162(d) and 49 CFR 
part 552; delegation of authority at 49 CFR 
1.95(a).) 1 

Eileen Sullivan, 
Associate Administrator for Enforcement. 
[FR Doc. 2026–16019 Filed 8–5–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–59–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration 

Hazardous Materials: Notice of 
Applications for New Special Permits 

AGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA), DOT. 
ACTION: List of applications for special 
permits. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
procedures governing the application 
for, and the processing of, special 
permits from the Department of 
Transportation’s Hazardous Material 
Regulations, notice is hereby given that 
the Office of Hazardous Materials Safety 
has received the application described 
herein. 
DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before September 8, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Record Center, Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration U.S. Department of 
Transportation Washington, DC 20590. 

Comments should refer to the 
application number and be submitted in 
triplicate. If confirmation of receipt of 
comments is desired, include a self- 
addressed stamped postcard showing 
the special permit number. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Donald Burger, Director, Office of 
Hazardous Materials Safety Special 
Permits Program, Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, East Building, PHH–6, 
1200 New Jersey Avenue Southeast, 
Washington, DC 20590–0001, (202) 366– 
4535. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Each 
mode of transportation for which a 
particular special permit is requested is 
indicated by a number in the ‘‘Nature of 
Application’’ portion of the table below 
as follows: (1) Motor vehicle, (2) Rail 
freight, (3) Cargo vessel, (4) Cargo 
aircraft only, (5) Passenger-carrying 
aircraft. 

Copies of the applications are 
available for inspection in the Records 
Center, East Building, PHH–6, 1200 
New Jersey Avenue Southeast, 
Washington DC. 

This notice of receipt of applications 
for special permit is published in 
accordance with part 107 of the Federal 
hazardous materials transportation law 
(49 U.S.C. 5117(b); 49 CFR 1.53(b)). 

Issued in Washington, DC, on August 3, 
2026. 

Andrew David Eckenrode, 
Acting Director, Special Permits Program. 

Application 
No. Applicant Regulation(s) 

affected Nature of the special permits thereof 

Special Permits Data 

22341–N ............... Marathon Petroleum Company 
LP.

172.200, 172.300, 172.400(a), 172.600, 
173.201, 173.202, 173.203.

To authorize the transportation in commerce of residue petro-
leum crude oil in a non-DOT specification ASME code 
packaging for pipeline pig launch and extraction operations 
with certain hazard communication exceptions. (mode 1) 

22342–N ............... Set Environmental, Inc. ........... 172.301(c), 177.848(d) ..................................... To authorize the transportation in commerce of certain DOT 
specification or UN certified packagings containing Division 
2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 5.1, 6.1, and Class 3 and 8 ma-
terials on the same motor vehicle. (mode 1) 

22343–N ............... Americase, LLC ....................... 172.101(j) ......................................................... To authorize the manufacture, mark, sale and use of pack-
agings used for the transportation of lithium ion batteries 
that exceed 35kg by cargo-only aircraft. (mode 4) 

22346–N ............... Eve Power Co., Ltd. ................ 173.185(b)(1), 173.185(b)(3)(i) ........................ To authorize the transportation in commerce of lithium cells 
by motor vehicle and rail freight packaged within a UN50G 
rigid fiberboard Large Packaging. (modes 1, 2, 3) 

22347–N ............... Audi Aktiengesellschaft ........... 172.101(j) ......................................................... To authorize the transportation in commerce of lithium ion 
batteries that exceed 35 kg net weight aboard cargo-only 
aircraft. (mode 4) 

22349–N ............... Astroforge, Inc. ........................ 173.301(g)(1), 173.302(a)(1) ............................ To authorize the transportation in commerce of xenon, com-
pressed in non-DOT specification cylinders without pres-
sure relief devices. (mode 1) 

22350–N ............... DGM Italia Srl .......................... 173.185(b) ........................................................ To authorize the transportation in commerce of lithium ion 
batteries in large packagings aboard cargo-only aircraft. 
(mode 4) 
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