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Where do I go to read public comments,
and find supporting information?

The docket online is located at
https://www.regulations.gov, keyword
search the DOT Docket Number list in
the ADDRESSES section above or visit the
Docket Management Facility (see
ADDRESSES for hours of operation).
Please periodically check the Docket for
new submissions and supporting
material.

Will my comments be made available to
the public?

Yes. Your entire comment, including
your personal identifying information,
will be made publicly available.

May I submit comments confidentially?

You may request that MARAD treat
your comments as commercially
confidential by submitting them to
SmallVessels@dot.gov. Include in the
email subject heading ““Contains
Confidential Commercial Information”
or “Contains CCI” and state in your
submission, with specificity, the basis
for any such confidential treatment
highlighting the CCI portions. If
possible, please provide a summary of
your submission that can be made
available to the public.

If MARAD receives a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request for the
information, procedures described in
the Department’s FOIA regulation at 49
CFR 7.29 will be followed. Only
information that is ultimately
determined to be confidential under
those procedures will be exempt from
disclosure under FOIA.

Privacy Act

Anyone can search the electronic
form of all comments received into any
of our dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the comment, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). For information on DOT’s
compliance with the Privacy Act, please
visit https://www.transportation.gov/
privacy.

(Authority: 46 U.S.C. 12121, 49 CFR 1.93(a))

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr.,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 2026-16220 Filed 8-7-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket No. MARAD-2026-1262]

Request for Comments on the Renewal
of a Previously Approved Information
Collection: Mariner Survey Pretest

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: MARAD invites public
comments on its intention to request
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) approval to renew an
information collection in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995. The proposed collection OMB
2133-0555 titled ‘“Mariner Survey
Pretest” is being renamed ‘“Mariner
Survey” to reflect the transition from a
pretest survey to a full voluntary survey
of merchant mariners. Collected
information will be used to determine
the number of qualified mariners who
are available and willing to serve during
a period of national need. Since the
implementation of this survey, the total
respondents, responses, and burden
hours increased from 690, 690, and 247
hours to 5,162, 5,162, and 1,721 hours
respectively. Additionally, there were
minor changes to clarify some of the
survey questions, while the Cognitive
Interview instrument was eliminated.
MARAD is required to publish this
notice in the Federal Register to obtain
comments from the public and affected
agencies.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collections should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kevin Lau, Office of Workforce
Development & Maritime Education,
Maritime Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590, Email: kevin.lau@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Mariner Survey.

OMB Control Number: 2133-0555.

Type of Request: Revision of a
previously approved collection.

Abstract: The Mariner Survey is a
voluntary survey of appropriately
credentialed U.S. merchant mariners
and will be used to estimate the number

of qualified merchant mariners who are
willing to serve on short notice during
a period of war, armed conflict, national
emergency, or maritime mobilization
need (national need). The survey results
will be used to assess the maritime
workforce’s capacity to support both
sealift operations and maritime
commerce during surge operations.
Pursuant to 46 United States Code
(U.S.C.) 50102(a), MARAD will conduct
this survey to assess the merchant
marine. The survey will be conducted
biennially to monitor changes in the
mariner workforce’s availability and
willingness to sail.

Respondents: Sample of credentialed
U.S. merchant mariners.

Affected Public: Individuals and
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
5,162.

Estimated Number of Responses:
5,162.

Estimated Hours per Response: 20
minutes (0.3333 hours).

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 1,721.

Frequency of Response: Biennially.

A 60-day Federal Register Notice
soliciting comments on this information
collection was published on June 3,
2026 (FR 33290, Vol. 91, No. 106). No
comments were received.

(Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended; and
49 CFR 1.49.)

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr.,

Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 2026—16238 Filed 8—7—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-81-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket No. MARAD-2026-1222]

Request Notice: Use of Foreign-Built
Small Passenger Vessel in United
States Coastwise Trade, M/V RIVER
TALES

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of
Transportation, as represented by
MARAD, is authorized to make
determinations regarding the coastwise
use of foreign built; certain U.S. built;
and U.S. and foreign rebuilt vessels that
solely carry no more than twelve
passengers for hire. MARAD has
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