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or after September 14, 2026. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, UC Davis must determine the
most appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the cultural item are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. The UC Davis is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: August 4, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-16484 Filed 8—12-26; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intended Repatriation: U.S.
Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, Mesa Verde National
Park, CO

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, National
Park Service, Mesa Verde National Park
intends to repatriate certain cultural
items that meet the definition of
unassociated funerary objects and that
have a cultural affiliation with the
Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
September 14, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Kathryn Cook
Collins, Superintendent, Mesa Verde
National Park, P.O. Box 8, Mesa Verde
National Park, CO 81330, email kayci
cook@nps.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the
Superintendent, Mesa Verde National
Park, and additional information on the

determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of 23 cultural items have been
requested for repatriation. The 23
unassociated funerary objects are three
incised bone gaming pieces found in a
grave along the Dolores River in
Colorado donated prior to 1960; one
corrugated jar removed from a grave in
a mound 12 miles west of Cortez, CO at
the head of a skeleton and donated in
1935; two projectile points found with
a burial at Summit Ridge, CO in 1910
and donated in 1962; one black-on-
white bowl] associated with a burial
west of Shiprock, NM and donated in
1968; one black-on-white bowl, one
ladle, and one bird effigy vessel from an
eroded burial in a cliff dwelling in Sand
Canyon, CO and donated in 1970; two
small feather textile fragments found in
the Mesa Verde collections in 1995
without provenience; one jar with
attached handles purchased by The
University of Denver from a private
individual in Denver, CO who had
removed the jar in 1921 from an
unknown location in Mesa Verde, CO
while herding sheep near a grave; one
unusually large black-on-white mug
found 10 miles west and two miles
north of Pleasant View, CO donated by
a private individual in 1964; one piece
of cotton cloth found around a body in
a grave in an unknown location, but
presumably from either SW Golorado or
SE Utah and donated by a private
individual in 1926; six pre-contact stone
and shell bead necklaces restrung with
modern thread recorded in the
accession file as coming from burials
from near Gallup, NM and near
Flagstaff, AZ and donated in 1947; one
carved glycimeris shell frog from a grave
near Cottonwood Creek near Winslow,
AZ donated in 1947; and one black-on-
white jar laying on the surface with
disturbed bones at an unknown cliff
dwelling at Mesa Verde, Colorado and
donated in 1960. None of the cultural
items are known to have been treated
with potentially hazardous substances.

Determinations

Mesa Verde National Park has
determined that:

e The 23 unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or

Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Hopi Tribe of Arizona.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 14, 2026. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, Mesa Verde National Park
must determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. Mesa Verde
National Park is responsible for sending
a copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and to any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: August 4, 2026.

Melanie O’Brien,

Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—-16486 Filed 8—12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P
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Notice of Intended Repatriation: Diablo
Valley College, Pleasant Hill, CA

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
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Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Diablo
Valley College intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of unassociated funerary
objects, sacred objects, and/or objects of
cultural patrimony and that have a
cultural affiliation with the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
September 14, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Marta Gillen,
Diablo Valley College, 321 Golf Club
Road, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523, email
nagpra@dvc.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Diablo Valley
College, and additional information on
the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is
not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of eight cultural items have
been requested for repatriation. Of those
cultural items, one is currently missing.
The one unassociated funerary object
and the seven objects of cultural
patrimony are one lot of beads, three
water bottles (jugs), three cradleboards,
and a winnowing tray. On an unknown
date, the beads were removed from
Independence, California and were later
donated to Diablo Valley College. The
three water bottles (jugs), three
cradleboards, and one winnowing tray
were removed from unknown locations
in Nevada between 1985 and 1906 and
were documented as being Paiute. On
an unknown date, the seven items were
donated to Diablo Valley College by a
donor named McLaurin.

Statement From Sean Scruggs, Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer for the Fort
Independence Indian Reservation in
Eastern California

My Tribe, like most, is living in a real-
life dystopian future that, if predictable,
is unlike imaginable reality. My mission
is to address the horrors and reality of
genocide, restore balance to our culture
and heal generational trauma by
learning about my history and
relationship to the past. In the Zack
Hemsey song, ‘“Nice to Meet Me,” there
are phrases that fit my journey to bring

ancestors and their belongings home to
our people and our lands.

One tribal perspective is that
ancestors and their belongings,
currently still in institutions, are “living
beings and objects” that were stolen,
sold under duress and/or, in a sense,
kidnapped from culture. It is debatable
whether any institution can legally
possess or control our ancestors, or their
belongings if taken against their will or,
in most cases, without consent.

Consultation is still necessary and
critical to ensure that ancestors and
their belongings go home in the best
way possible, but the legal construct
does not address cultural values and
beliefs related to the repatriation
process.

It is distressing to know that the term
“unknown” is part of inventory listings.
Tribal Cultural Resources (TCR’s), in
this case: baskets and cradle boards,
know every moment of their story
beginning that started with careful
thought, prayer and intentional design.
The knowledge continues to “live” in
the item itself, therefore all these
belongings still have life in them. For
instance, the cradle boards have heard
laughter, cries and the names of the
people who used them.

Although their history may remain
“unknown” to us at this moment, it is
important to know that their “retained
knowledge” is still with the ancestor or
their belongings.

In the natural setting, our ancestors
would be at peace on the Traditional
Cultural Landscape and their belongings
either passed to a relative in life or sent
with them as part of funeral rite or
ceremony.

The delay in NAGPRA from the
1990’s resulted in missed opportunities
and prevented elders from using their
knowledge needed to complete this
work that is long overdue. It is an honor
to learn and complete this work in their
place continually guided by their spirit
and voices of the past.

It is also criticaFto acknowledge the
countless tribal and non-tribal
professionals across the nation working
tirelessly and respectfully to complete
the repatriation mission. It is impossible
for me to complete this work without
their full dedication and support.

Determinations

Diablo Valley College has determined
that:

e The one unassociated funerary
objects described in this notice are
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and are connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American

culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

¢ The seven objects of cultural
patrimony described in this notice have
ongoing historical, traditional, or
cultural importance central to the
Native American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision), according to the
Native American traditional knowledge
of an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Fort Independence Indian
Community of Paiute Indians of the Fort
Independence Reservation, California.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

Repatriation of the cultural items in
this notice to a requestor may occur on
or after September 14, 2026. If
competing requests for repatriation are
received, Diablo Valley College must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. Diablo
Valley College is responsible for sending
a copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes
and Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice and to any other
consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: August 4, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026-16489 Filed 8—12-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4312-52-P
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