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6630—Strap, Tie Down, Electrical
Component
Authorized Source of Supply: North Central
Sight Services, Inc., Williamsport, PA
Contracting Activity: DEPT OF DEFENSE,
DLA AVIATION

Service(s)

Service Type: Laundry Services

Mandatory For: USDA, National Centers for
Animal Health (NCAH), Ames, IA, 1920
Dayton Avenue, Ames, IA

Authorized Source of Supply: CW Resources,
Inc., New Britain, CT

Contracting Activity: DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE, USDA APHIS MRPBS

Service Type: Linen Rental Service

Mandatory For: Court Services and Offender
Supervision Agency, CSOSA Reentry &
Sanctions Genter, Washington, DC, 633
Indiana Avenue NW, Room 892C,
Washington, DC

Authorized Source of Supply: Louise W.
Eggleston Center, Inc., Norfolk, VA

Contracting Activity: COURT SERVICES
AND OFFENDER SUPERVISION
AGENCY

Service Type: Telephone Switchboard
Operations

Mandatory For: Department of Veterans
Affairs, Erie VA Medical Center, Erie,
PA, 135 East 38th Street, Erie, PA

Authorized Source of Supply: VIA
VISUALLY IMPAIRED
ADVANCEMENT, Buffalo, NY

Contracting Activity: VETERANS AFFAIRS,
DEPARTMENT OF, 244-NETWORK
CONTRACT OFC 4 (00244)

Michael R. Jurkowski,

Director, Business Operations.

[FR Doc. 2026-16474 Filed 8-12-26; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army
[Docket ID: USA-2026-HQ-0562]

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Department of the Army,
Department of Defense (DoD).

ACTION: 60-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the
Army Research Institute (ARI) for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences
announces a proposed public
information collection and seeks public
comment on the provisions thereof.
Comments are invited on: whether the
proposed collection of information is
necessary for the proper performance of
the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the

proposed information collection; ways
to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the information collection on
respondents, including through the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by October 13, 2026.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number and title,
by any of the following methods:

Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Mail: Department of Defense, Office of
the Director of Administration and
Management, Oversight and Compliance
Directorate, Regulatory Division, 4800
Mark Center Drive, Mailbox #24, Suite
05F16, Alexandria, VA 22350-1700.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name, docket
number and title for this Federal
Register document. The general policy
for comments and other submissions
from members of the public is to make
these submissions available for public
viewing on the internet at http://
www.regulations.gov as they are
received without change, including any
personal identifiers or contact
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request more information on this
proposed information collection or to
obtain a copy of the proposal and
associated collection instruments,
please write to U.S. Army Research
Institute for the Behavioral and Social
Sciences, 6000 6th Street BLDG 1464,
Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060, ATTN: Dr. Alissa
Fleming, 703-545-2367.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: Personality Personnel
Assessment; OMB Control Number
0702—-APPA.

Needs and Uses: The Army uses
personality assessments alongside
cognitive testing to help place personnel
in the right roles. To keep these
assessments accurate and effective, they
must be regularly updated. However,
active-duty personnel are often fully
committed to missions, making it
difficult to collect feedback. This
proposed study focuses on testing and
calibrating the questions themselves,
allowing researchers to use civilian
participant groups that match Army
demographics. This approach preserves
operational readiness while ensuring
the assessments remain scientifically
valid.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Part A Assessment

Annual Burden Hours: 4,500.

Number of Respondents: 2,250.

Responses per Respondent: 2.

Annual Responses: 4,500.

Average Burden per Response: 60
minutes.

Part B Screener

Annual Burden Hours: 133.

Number of Respondents: 4,000.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 4,000.

Average Burden per Response: 2
minutes.

Part B Assessment

Annual Burden Hours: 2,000.

Number of Respondents: 2,000.

Responses per Respondent: 1.

Annual Responses: 2,000.

Average Burden per Response: 60
minutes.

Total

Annual Burden Hours: 6,633.
Number of Respondents: 6,250 (2,250
in Part A and 4,000 in Part B).
Annual Responses: 10,500.
Frequency: On occasion.
Dated: August 11, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2026-16530 Filed 8—12—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Demonstration Project on
Reimbursement for the
Cryopreservation and Storage of
Gametes of Certain Members of the
Armed Forces; Department of Defense
(DoD)

AGENCY: Defense Health Agency (DHA),
DoD.

ACTION: Notice of demonstration project.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Secretary of
War for Health Affairs issues this notice
announcing implementation of a three-
year demonstration project to provide
reimbursement for cryopreservation of
gametes for certain eligible
servicemembers in accordance with
Section 709 of the Servicemember
Quality of Life Improvement and
National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2025, (Pub.
L. 118-159). This demonstration project
is intended to evaluate the utility,
feasibility and cost of providing
reimbursement for retrieval,
cryopreservation, shipping and storage


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
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of gametes for eligible covered members.
For purposes of this demonstration
program, a covered member means a
member of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force, or Space Force serving
on active duty who has either received
orders (including deployment orders)
for duty for which the member may
receive hazardous duty pay; whom the
Secretary determines is likely to receive
such orders in the next 120 days; or who
will, under orders, be geographically
separated from a spouse, domestic
partner, or dating partner for a period of
not less than 180 days, including sea
duty.

DATES: The demonstration will
commence September 14, 2026 and will
be conducted for a period of three years
unless extended by subsequent notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Maj
Kathleen Pombier, DHA, Medical
Affairs, 703-681-0083,
dha.ncr.medical-affairs.mbx.dha-
cryopreservation-demo@health.mil, or
visit https://dha.mil/
CryopreservationDemo.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

Section 709 of the NDAA for FY 2025
requires the Department to conduct a
demonstration project to reimburse
covered members specifically for the
cryopreservation of gametes. This
demonstration project will allow the
Department to evaluate covered member
participation, cost trends,
administrative feasibility, and potential
long-term readiness impacts.

II. Description of Demonstration
(i) Covered Services and Eligibility

The demonstration authorizes
reimbursement of the following services
(“‘covered services”): gamete retrieval
procedures (including associated
medications, laboratory evaluation, and
imaging); medical testing required for
retrieval and cryopreservation;
cryopreservation of gametes; shipping of
gametes; and storage of gametes in an
appropriate private storage facility
during the demonstration period.

Participation is voluntary. As DHA
does not have the ability to authenticate
operational orders issued to covered
members by their Military Department
or Military Service, Commanders will
validate eligibility under Section 709
and this notice. To receive
reimbursement under this
demonstration, covered members will
need to obtain written Command
attestation via DHA Form 459 (detailed
below) indicating that they met one of
the statutory eligibility conditions at the

time covered services were rendered.
Covered members must consult their
unit’s specific policies and procedures
regarding participation in this program
and to request any leave or permissive
temporary duty, as necessary. Eligibility
conditions are as follows:

(1) Has received orders (including
deployment orders) for duty for which
the covered member may receive
hazardous duty pay under section 351
of title 37, United States Code;

(2) Whom the Secretary determines is
likely to receive such orders in the next
120 days; or

(3) Who will, under orders, be
geographically separated from a spouse,
domestic partner, or dating partner for
a period of not less than 180 days,
including sea duty.

(ii) Service Delivery

Covered members meeting at least one
of the eligibility criteria may obtain
gamete cryopreservation service(s) from
a provider of their selection. Covered
services may be rendered either through
military medical treatment facilities
(MTFs) that have reproductive
endocrinology and infertility (REI)
programs, or through a civilian fertility
clinic of the covered member’s
choosing. The use of MTFs is
encouraged, and a list of participating
MTFs are listed here: https://tricare.mil/
CoveredServices/IsItCovered/Assisted
ReproductiveServices. Civilian
providers are not required to be
TRICARE authorized. Information
regarding civilian providers will be
made available on the program website.

Note, REI covered services provided
at these MTF's are generally first-come,
first-serve, and individual locations may
not be able to accommodate covered
services in a timeline that aligns with
the covered member’s pertinent orders.
There is no requirement for MTF's to
provide preference for covered members
participating in this program. There is
also variability as to the scope of
Assisted Reproductive Technology
(ART) performed within each MTF as
well as the cost to the beneficiary for
components of care that are not
provided by the MTF or DoD health care
providers based upon the specific
private-sector collaboration.
Reimbursement is available only for
covered services paid for by the covered
member.

(iii) Reimbursement Process

Except for recurring storage fees or
subsequent shipping costs, for covered
members meeting the first two eligibility
criteria (orders (including deployment
orders) for duty for which the covered
member may receive hazardous duty

pay; or likely to receive such orders), all
cryopreservation service(s) (testing,
gamete retrieval procedures,
cryopreservation of gametes), must be
obtained prior to the start date of the
pertinent orders (e.g., prior to
deployment) to be eligible for
reimbursement. For covered members
meeting the third eligibility criteria
(those who will, under orders, be
geographically separated from a spouse,
domestic partner, or dating partner for

a period of not less than 180 days,
including sea duty), cryopreservation
service(s) may be obtained either prior
to the geographic separation start date or
during the period of geographic
separation should such covered services
be available at the location where the
covered member has been sent on
orders. Reimbursement for recurring
storage fees or shipping during the
course of the demonstration may be
processed separately.

There is no requirement to meet
eligibility criteria again for
reimbursement of subsequent shipping
or storage costs not incurred at time of
initial cryopreservation (i.e., annual
storage fees, transport of gametes at time
of intended fertilization), covered
members must have previously received
reimbursement under this program. For
those determined to be eligible and
previously reimbursed under this
program, storage and shipment costs
will be reimbursed for the entirety of the
program duration, up to statutory
limitations.

At the time of request for
reimbursement, the covered member’s
Commander (or designee) must attest,
via DHA Form 459, that on the date the
medical covered services for which the
covered member is seeking
reimbursement were rendered (except
for recurring storage or shipping as
outlined), that the covered member met
eligibility criteria. Reimbursement must
be sought within 120 days from the date
which covered services were rendered
(e.g., 120 days from the date gamete
retrieval, 120 days from the date of
laboratory procedure, 120 days from
receipt of prescription, etc.) and may be
submitted as separate requests
throughout the process or as a single
consolidated request for reimbursement
within 120 days of the completion of
gamete retrieval and cryopreservation.
To receive reimbursement, the covered
member must complete DHA Form 459,
sign, and submit proof of payment to
dha.ncr.medical-affairs.mbx.dha-
cryopreservation-demo@health.mil.

e This form is available on the
program website.

¢ Covered members must provide
complete, itemized invoices reflecting
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the dates of the covered services
provided for all covered services
submitted for reimbursement.

e DHA Form 459 must be completed
and signed by the covered member and
their Commander (or designee).

¢ Incomplete forms or forms
submitted more than 120 days after the
covered services were rendered to the
member will be denied. Participating
covered members will receive
reimbursement upon review and
processing of required invoices and
documentation.

(iv) Reimbursement Limitations

Reimbursement is limited to $500 per
year for sperm cryopreservation services
and $10,000 per year for oocyte
cryopreservation services, as established
in statute. For purposes of the per year
cap on reimbursement, a one-year
period will be individualized for each
covered member and measured from the
first date on which reimbursable
covered services are rendered. The one-
year period will include any additional
requests for reimbursement of costs
incurred by the covered member within
the 365-day window. Any claims for
reimbursement for covered services
provided in subsequent years will be
processed in a similar manner. As this
is a reimbursement demonstration, clear
rules are required so that covered
members have a precise understanding
of what will be reimbursable and how
the annual caps will be applied to their
claims.

A covered member may participate
more than once during the three year
program duration, so long as they meet
the eligibility criteria (i.e., have, or
anticipate having, new orders (including
deployment orders) for duty for which
the covered member may receive
hazardous duty pay; or who will, under
orders, be geographically separated from
a spouse, domestic partner, or dating
partner for a period of not less than 180
days, including sea duty) and remain
under annual coverage limitations.

Services dated prior to program
initiation or after program termination
are not eligible for reimbursement. This
includes new costs for storage or
shipment incurred after termination of
the program.

(v) Program Considerations

Participants are required to attest to
having an advanced medical directive
specifying disposition of gametes upon
death. Covered members should consult
their local legal assistance office for
assistance in completing an advanced
medical directive.

(vi) Program Evaluation

The demonstration will be evaluated
using the following measures:
participation rates, including by covered
Armed Force and deployment status;
total cost and cost per participant;
administrative burden and claims
processing outcomes; covered member
experience and satisfaction; and impact
on perceived readiness and retention
indicators.

III. Demonstration Limitations

e The program covers only the
categories of services listed, also known
as ““covered services”. A list of possible
services covered is provided on the
cryopreservation demonstration
website, available at https://dha.mil/
CryopreservationDemo; anything not
included on this list will be reviewed on
a case-by-case basis. No other services—
such as embryo creation, in-vitro
fertilization, or other elective
procedures—are eligible for
reimbursement.

e The Department is not a party to
any agreement between a covered
member and a private medical or storage
provider and assumes no liability
related to gamete handling or storage
conditions. Decisions regarding
continued storage, disposition, or later
use of gametes are solely the
responsibility of the covered member
and outside the scope of the program.

¢ All covered services must be
rendered prior to or on the final date of
the demonstration program; requests for
reimbursement will be accepted up to
30 days thereafter. Any costs, including
storage, incurred after the end of this
program are not eligible for
reimbursement.

¢ Reimbursement is limited to
services provided to eligible covered
members.

e Participating covered members
must be on active duty in one of the
covered Armed Forces (i.e., Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Space
Force), during the provision of covered
services and at the point of
reimbursement.

¢ Decisions regarding continued
storage following the end of the
demonstration program, as well as later
use and disposition of gametes, are
solely a responsibility of the covered
member, and outside the scope of this
program.

IV. Demonstration Duration

This demonstration project will
operate for three years, beginning on the
effective date specified above. The
Department may extend or modify the
demonstration based on evaluation
results or statutory requirements.

Dated: August 11, 2026.
Stephanie J. Bost,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.

[FR Doc. 2026—-16533 Filed 8-12-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 6001-FR-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary
[Docket ID: DOD-2026-0S-0826]

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Office of the Under Secretary of
Defense for Personnel and Readiness
(OUSD(P&R)), Department of Defense
(DoD).

ACTION: 30-Day information collection
notice.

SUMMARY: The DoD (referred to herein as
“the Department”, “Department of War”
or “DoW”) has submitted to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
clearance the following proposal for
collection of information under the
provisions of the Paperwork Reduction
Act.

DATES: Consideration will be given to all
comments received by September 14,
2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Reginald Lucas, (571) 372—-7574,
whs.mc-alex.esd.mbx.dd-dod-
information-collections@mail.mil.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title; Associated Form; and OMB
Number: “Data for Payment of Retired
Pay” DD Form 2656, ‘“Reserve
Component Survivor Benefit Plan
(RCSBP) Election Certificate’ DD Form
2656—5, ‘“Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP)/
Reserve Component Survivor Benefit
Plan (RCSBP) Election Change
Certificate” DD Form 2656-6,
“Verification for Survivor Annuity” DD
Form 2656-7, ‘“Survivor Benefit Plan
(SBP)/Reserve Component Survivor
Benefit Plan (RCSBP)—Automatic
Coverage Fact Sheet” DD Form 2656-8,
“Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) Former
Spouse Request for Deemed Election”
DD Form 2656—10; OMB Control
Number 0704-0569.

Type of Request: Revision.
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