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that you do not make in accordance
with these instructions.

General information concerning USTR
is available at www.ustr.gov.

IV. Business Confidential Information
(BCI) Submissions

If you ask USTR to treat information
you submit as BCI, you must certify that
the information is business confidential
and you would not customarily release
it to the public. For any comments
submitted electronically containing BCI,
the file name of the business
confidential version should begin with
the characters “BCL” You must clearly
mark any page containing BCI with
“BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL” at the top
of that page. Filers of submissions
containing BCI also must submit a
public version of their submission that
will be placed in the docket for public
inspection. The file name of the public
version should begin with the character
“P.” Follow the “BCI” and “P” with the
name of the individual or organization
submitting the comments.

V. Public Viewing of Review
Submissions

USTR will post written submissions
in the docket for public inspection,
except properly designated BCI. You
can view submissions at
Regulations.gov by entering Docket
Number USTR-2026-0496 in the search
field on the home page.

Mark DiPlacido,

Chair of the Trade Policy Staff Committee,
Office of the United States Trade
Representative.

[FR Doc. 2026-16841 Filed 8—17-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3390-F4-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Availability, Notice of Public
Comment Period and Request for
Comment on the Draft Environmental
Assessment for Reditus Space ENOS
Reentries in the Gulf of America

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of availability and public
comment period.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (NEPA) and FAA
Order 1050.1G, FAA National
Environmental Policy Act Implementing
Procedures, the FAA is announcing the
availability of and requesting comment
on the Draft Environmental Assessment

for Reditus Space ENOS Reentries in the
Gulf of America (Draft EA).

DATES: The public comment period for
the Draft EA will close on August 28,
2026.

ADDRESSES: The Draft EA is available for
public review at https://www.faa.gov/
space/environmental/nepa_docs.

Public comments can be submitted
electronically to www.regulations.gov
under Docket No. FAA-2026-9581, or
by postal mail to Leslie Grey, c/o ICF,
1902 Reston Metro Plaza, Reston, VA
20190.

The Unique ID for this document is
EAXX-012-12-000-1759511355.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Leslie Grey, Environmental Protection
Specialist, FAA, 800 Independence
Avenue SW, Suite 325, Washington, DC
20591; email 9-AST-Environmental@
faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
is the lead federal agency, and the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) and the U.S.
Coast Guard (USCG) are cooperating
agencies due to their special expertise
and/or regulatory jurisdiction. The FAA
is evaluating Reditus’s Proposed Action
to conduct up to 12 daytime reentries
per year of its ENOS-Mk1 (ENOS)
capsule in the northeastern portion of
the Gulf of America, south of
Tallahassee and west of Cedar Key,
Florida. Reditus’s Proposed Action
would include reentry, splashdown, and
recovery activities. Reditus must obtain
a vehicle operator license from the FAA
to conduct commercial reentries of its
ENOS capsule. The Draft EA also
evaluates the potential environmental
impacts associated with FAA’s approval
of related airspace closures.

The Draft EA has been posted and
comments will be received through the
Federal E-Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Search for FAA—
2026-9581 to retrieve the docket and
follow the instructions to submit a
comment.

Before including your address, phone
number, email address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, be advised that your entire
comment—including your personal
identifying information—may be made
publicly available at any time. While
you can ask the FAA in your comment
to withhold from public review your
personal identifying information, the
FAA cannot guarantee that we will be
able to do so. All comments received
during the comment period will be
given equal weight and be taken into
consideration in the preparation of the
Final EA.

Dated: August 13, 2026.
Stacey Molinich Zee,
Manager, Operations Support Branch.
[FR Doc. 2026-16803 Filed 8—17-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Transit Administration
[Docket No. FTA-2024-0018]

Supplemental Notice of Partial Buy
America Waiver for Minibuses

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration,
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Supplemental notice and
request for comment.

SUMMARY: On December 20, 2024, the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA)
published a notice of proposed Buy
America waiver for certain battery-
electric minibuses. FTA has not made a
final decision on the proposal. FTA is
seeking supplemental comment as to
whether FTA should remove the
proposed requirement that the
minibuses be battery-electric
propulsion.

DATES: Comments must be received by
September 2, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jaamal Jennings, FTA Attorney-Advisor,
at jaamal.jennings@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Under FTA’s Buy America statute,
FTA may obligate funds for a project to
procure rolling stock only if the cost of
components and subcomponents
produced in the United States is more
than 70 percent of the cost of all
components of the rolling stock and if
final assembly of the rolling stock
occurs in the United States. 49 U.S.C.
5323(j)(2)(C). FTA implements these
Buy America requirements by rule at 49
CFR part 661 and requires offerors to
certify affirmatively that they comply
with Buy America as implemented by
FTA’s rule. 49 CFR 661.12. A
manufacturer delivering more than a
minimum quantity of rolling stock must
submit to pre-award and post-delivery
reviews and independent inspections to
verify its compliance with Buy America.
49 U.S.C. 5323(m); 49 CFR part 663. In
addition to Buy America requirements,
a bus model must pass testing for safety
and performance before it can be
purchased using FTA funds. 49 U.S.C.
5318.

FTA may waive Buy America
requirements for an item if, among other
reasons, a compliant version of the item
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is not produced in a sufficient and
reasonably available amount or is not of
a satisfactory quality. 49 U.S.C.
5323(j)(2)(B) (“non-availability
waiver”). FTA cannot deny a request for
a non-availability waiver unless FTA
can provide the waiver applicant with a
written certification that asserts the item
is produced in the United States in a
sufficient and reasonably available
amount; the item produced in the
United States is of a satisfactory quality;
and includes a list of known
manufacturers in the United States from
which the item can be obtained. 49
U.S.C. 5323(j)(6).

In 2023, FTA received three waiver
applications on behalf of 16 transit
operators for non-availability waivers to
purchase the E-Jest battery-electric
minibus. The E-Jest is made by the
Turkish company Karsan Otomotiv
Sanayii ve Ticaret A.S. (“Karsan”) and
sold in the United States by the Damera
Corporation. In response to these three
waiver applications, on December 20,
2024, FTA proposed a general waiver?
(89 FR 104285, December 20, 2024) for
any vehicle with all of the following
characteristics: battery-electric
propulsion; low-floor entry; unibody
construction; gross vehicle weight rating
or gross vehicle weight of less than
11,794 kg (26,001 pounds) and designed
to transport fewer than 16 seated
passengers including the driver; and not
of a type already covered by FTA’s
Partial Buy America Waiver for Vans
and Minivans (87 FR 64534, Oct. 25,
2022). Additionally, to encourage
onshoring of manufacturing and supply
chains, FTA proposed the waiver would
require U.S. final assembly after two
years and would expire entirely after
three years, or upon a Buy America-
compliant vehicle becoming available,
whichever occurred first.

Comments Received

FTA received 67 comments on the
proposed waiver. Most comments were
in favor of the waiver as proposed.
These comments generally came from
transit providers or their industry
associations, autonomous vehicle
service providers, and companies
looking to establish manufacturing in
the United States that seek a customer
base while building up to full Buy
America compliance.

Comments opposed to the waiver
generally came from vehicle
manufacturers or dealers already doing
business in the United States. Three
vehicle manufacturers opposed the

1 A general waiver means the waiver would be
available to any FTA grant recipient, not just the
waiver applicants.

proposed waiver. None of the three
manufacturers claimed to provide a
vehicle that responded to all the
specifications in FTA’s proposed
waiver. Only one of the three
manufacturers explicitly claimed Buy
America compliance for a partially
responsive vehicle.

Revision to Proposed Waiver

FTA is proposing to eliminate the
specification in its December 2024
proposed waiver that the minibuses be
battery-electric. Eliminating the battery-
electric specification would allow
transit operators to decide for
themselves the propulsion type that is
best suited to their operations and their
communities. The rest of the proposed
waiver would remain the same, and
battery-electric vehicles still would be
available under the revised proposed
waiver along with other propulsion
types.

As revised, the proposed waiver
would apply to any vehicle with all of
the following characteristics and be
subject to the following phase-out:

e The vehicle has, or is capable of
having, low-floor entry;

e The vehicle is of unibody or
monocoque construction (i.e., not body-
on-chassis);

o The vehicle has a gross vehicle
weight rating or gross vehicle weight of
less than 11,794 kg (26,001 pounds) and
is designed to transport fewer than 16
seated passengers including the driver; 2
and

o The vehicle is not of a type already
covered by FTA’s Partial Buy America
Waiver for Vans and Minivans (87 FR
64534, supra) (i.e., is not required to
report to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration under the
American Automobile Labelling Act).

For a contract for a vehicle meeting all
the above requirements awarded more
than two years after the effective date of
the waiver, this waiver would only
apply where vehicle final assembly
occurs in the United States. This waiver
would expire three years after the
effective date. To allow onshoring of
newer propulsion types at the same time
as more mature propulsion types are
available to recipients, FTA proposes
that the waiver will remain in effect for
the proposed three-year term.

2The number of passengers a vehicle is designed
to transport is based on the number of designated
seats in the vehicle and does not include areas
suitable, or even designed for, standing passengers.
See 49 CFR 383.5 and Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration guidance: https://
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/commercial-
drivers-license/one-definition-cmv-vehicle-
designed-transport-16-or-more.

Request for Supplemental Comments

FTA requests supplemental comments
from all interested parties on its
proposal to eliminate the battery-electric
requirement. Should FTA approve the
waiver as revised? Should the waiver be
further modified in some way? Relevant
information and comments will help
FTA fully establish the facts
surrounding the waiver requests and
inform FTA’s ultimate decision whether
to grant the waiver.

If a comment asserts a domestic
vehicle meeting FTA’s proposed
specifications already exists, please be
clear about whether the vehicle
complies with FTA’s specific Buy
America requirements for rolling stock
as set forth in 49 U.S.C. 5323(j)(2)(C)
and 49 CFR part 661. Has the vehicle
passed a post-delivery review required
by 49 U.S.C. 5323(m), and if so, where
and when? Any other relevant
information, for example, regarding
geographic availability or production
quantities, will be useful to FTA.
(Authority: 49 U.S.C. 5323; 49 CFR 1.91.)
Matthew B. Cahill,

Acting Deputy Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2026—-16812 Filed 8—17—-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-57-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Office of the Secretary
[Docket No.: DOT-OST- 2026-3269]

America’s Great Corridors of
Commerce; Request for Information

AGENCY: Office of the Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy, U.S.
Department of Transportation.

ACTION: Request for Information (RFI).

SUMMARY: Significant and immediate
investment in linear utility
infrastructure is essential to meet the
surging energy needs of critical
manufacturing and emerging
technologies that drive America’s
security, prosperity, and global
leadership. Highway and rail
transportation assets represent
significant linear rights-of-way (ROWs)
that have traditionally been reserved
solely for transportation needs. The U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT or
the Department), through the Build
America Bureau, created the America’s
Great Corridors of Commerce (AGCC)
initiative to unleash opportunities for
both highway and rail ROW owners to
generate revenue streams through utility
colocation that can fund transportation
improvement projects, while
simultaneously delivering significant


https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/registration/commercial-drivers-license/one-definition-cmv-vehicle-designed-transport-16-or-more

		Superintendent of Documents
	2026-08-18T01:41:26-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




