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e Upon aggregation dispersal, ME
DMR would work with participating
vessels to return their gear to its
required configuration within 30 days.

If approved, the applicant may
request minor modifications and
extensions to the EFP throughout the
year. EFP modifications and extensions
may be granted without further notice if
they are deemed essential to facilitate
completion of the proposed research
and have minimal impacts that do not
change the scope or impact of the
initially approved EFP request. Any
fishing activity conducted outside the
scope of the exempted fishing activity
would be prohibited.

(Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)
Dated: August 19, 2026.

Shannon Bettridge,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice; issuance of permits.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
permits have been issued under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) and the Endangered Species
Act (ESA), as applicable.

ADDRESSES: The permits and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

TABLE 1—ISSUED PERMITS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Young (File Nos. 29313 and 29621) and
Amy Hapeman (File No. 29749); at (301)
427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
requested permits have been issued
under the MMPA of 1972, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
ESA of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.), and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR parts 222-226), as
applicable. Notices were published in
the Federal Register on the dates listed
below that requests had been submitted.
To locate the Federal Register notice
that announced our receipt of the
application and a complete description
of the activities, go to https://
www.federalregister.gov and search for
the file number provided in table 1
below.

File No RTID Applicant PF;z\giosutsz:gt?ggl Issuance date

29313 .......... 0648-XF554 .. | Michelle Shero, Ph.D., Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 266 91 FR 13294, March | July 1, 2026.
Woods Hole Road, Woods Hole, MA 02543. 19, 2026.

29621 .......... 0648-XF774 .. | NMFS Marine Mammal Laboratory, 7600 Sand Point Way NE, Se- 91 FR 29118, May July 9, 2026.
attle, WA 98118 (Responsible Party: Nancy Friday, Ph.D.). 19, 2026.

29749 .......... 0648-XF823 .. | BBC Natural History Unit and Factual Productions Limited, 1 Tele- 91 FR 32009, May July 10, 2026.
vision Centre, 101 Wood Lane, London, W12 7FA, United Kingdom 29, 2026.
(Responsible Party: Victoria Webb).

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activities proposed are categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

As required by the ESA, as applicable,
issuance was based on a finding that
such permits: (1) were applied for in
good faith; (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of such endangered
species; and (3) are consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: August 19, 2026.
Larissa Plants,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026-17150 Filed 8—-20-26; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for
permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Brandon Southall, Ph.D., Southall
Environmental Associates, Inc., 9099
Soquel Drive, Suite 8, Aptos, CA 95076,
has applied for an amendment to
scientific research Permit No. 26329.
DATES: Written comments must be
received on or before September 21,
2026.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the “Features” box on
the Applications and Permits for

Protected Species (APPS) home page,
https://apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then
selecting File No. 26329 mod #4 from
the list of available applications. These
documents are also available upon
written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please
include File No. 26329-01 in the subject
line of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth
the specific reasons why a hearing on
this application would be appropriate.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Hapeman or Sara Young, (301)
427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject amendment to Permit No. 26329
is requested under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of
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