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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Foreign Agricultural Service

Assessment of Fees for Dairy Import
Licenses for the 2027 Tariff-Rate
Import Quota Year

AGENCY: Foreign Agricultural Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice announces a fee of
$325 to be charged for the 2027 tariff-
rate quota (TRQ) year for each license
issued to a person or firm by the
Department of Agriculture authorizing
the importation of certain dairy articles,
which are subject to tariff-rate quotas set
forth in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
(HTS) of the United States.

DATES: September 2, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Elizabeth Riley, Dairy Import Licensing
Program, Foreign Agricultural Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, at (202)
720-2778; or by email at:
Elizabeth.riley@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Dairy
Tariff-Rate Quota Import Licensing
Regulation promulgated by the
Department of Agriculture and codified
at 7 CFR 6.206.36 provides for the
issuance of licenses to import certain
dairy articles that are subject to TRQs
set forth in the HTS. Those dairy articles
may only be entered into the United
States at the in-quota TRQ tariff-rates by
or for the account of a person or firm to
whom such licenses have been issued
and only in accordance with the terms
and conditions of the regulation.

Licenses are issued on a calendar year
basis, and each license authorizes the
license holder to import a specified
quantity and type of dairy article from
a specified country of origin. The use of
such licenses is monitored by the
Import Program within the Foreign
Agricultural Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

The regulation at 7 CFR 6.33(a)
provides that a fee will be charged for
each license issued to a person or firm
by the Licensing Authority to defray the
Department of Agriculture’s costs of
administering the licensing system
under this regulation.

The regulation at 7 CFR 6.33(a) also
provides that the Licensing Authority
will announce the annual fee for each
license and that such fee will be set out
in a notice to be published in the
Federal Register. Accordingly, this
notice sets out the fee for the licenses to
be issued for the 2027 calendar year.

The total cost to the Department of
Agriculture of administering the

licensing system for 2027 has been
estimated to be $631,516.00 and the
estimated number of licenses expected
to be issued is 1,950. Of the total cost,
$386,288.00 represents staff and
supervisory costs directly related to
administering the licensing system, and
$245,228.00 represents other
miscellaneous costs, including travel,
publications, and Automatic Data
Processing (ADP) system support.

Accordingly, notice is hereby given
that the fee for each license issued to a
person or firm for the 2027 calendar
year, in accordance with 7 CFR 6.33,
will be $325 per license.

Daniel B. Whitley,

Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Service.
[FR Doc. 2026-17954 Filed 9-1-26; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3410-10-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Foreign Agricultural Service

WTO Agricultural Quantity-Based
Safeguard Trigger Levels

AGENCY: Foreign Agricultural Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture.
ACTION: Notice of product coverage and
trigger levels for safeguard measures
provided for in the World Trade
Organization (WTO) Agreement on
Agriculture.

SUMMARY: This notice lists the updated
quantity-based trigger levels for
products which may be subject to
additional import duties under the
safeguard provisions of the WTO
Agreement on Agriculture. This notice
also includes the relevant period
applicable for the trigger levels on each
of the listed products.

DATES: This notice is applicable on
September 2, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Multilateral Affairs
Division, Trade Policy and Geographic
Affairs, Foreign Agricultural Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Stop
1070, 1400 Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20250-1070.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
USDA Sugar Import Program, fas-rmb-
sugars.sugars@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Article 5
of the WTO Agreement on Agriculture
provides that additional import duties
may be imposed on imports of products
subject to tariffication as a result of the
Uruguay Round, if certain conditions
are met. The agreement permits
additional duties to be charged if the
price of an individual shipment of
imported products falls below the
average price for similar goods imported
during the years 1986—88 by a specified

percentage. It also permits additional
duties when the volume of imports of
that product exceeds the sum of (1) a
base trigger level multiplied by the
average of the last three years of
available import data and (2) the change
in yearly consumption in the most
recent year for which data are available
(provided that the final trigger level is
not less than 105 percent of the three-
year import average). The base trigger
level is set at 105, 110, or 125 percent
of the three-year import average,
depending on the percentage of
domestic consumption that is
represented by imports. These
additional duties may not be imposed
on quantities for which minimum or
current access commitments were made
during the Uruguay Round negotiations,
and only one type of safeguard, price or
quantity, may be applied at any given
time to an article.

Section 405 of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act requires that the
President cause to be published in the
Federal Register information regarding
the price and quantity safeguards,
including the quantity trigger levels,
which must be updated annually based
upon import levels during the most
recent 3 years. The President delegated
this duty to the Secretary of Agriculture
in Presidential Proclamation No. 6763,
dated December 23, 1994, 60 FR 1007
(Jan. 4, 1995). The Secretary of
Agriculture further delegated this duty,
which lies with the Administrator of the
Foreign Agricultural Service (7 CFR
2.601(a)(42)). The Annex to this notice
contains the updated quantity trigger
levels, consistent with the provisions of
Article 5.

Additional information on the
products subject to safeguards and the
additional duties which may apply can
be found in subchapter IV of Chapter 99
of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of
the United States (2024) and in the
Secretary of Agriculture’s Notice of
Uruguay Round Agricultural Safeguard
Trigger Levels, published in the Federal
Register at 60 FR 427 (Jan. 4, 1995).

Notice: As provided in Section 405 of
the Uruguay Round Agreements Act,
consistent with Article 5 of the WTO
Agreement on Agriculture, the safeguard
quantity trigger levels previously
notified are superseded by the levels
indicated in the Annex to this notice.
The definitions of these products were
provided in the Notice of Safeguard
Action published in the Federal
Register, at 60 FR 427 (Jan. 4, 1995).

Issued at Washington, DC.
Daniel B. Whitley,
Administrator, Foreign Agricultural Service.
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