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medical advisory criteria, the 2007 MEP
recommendations, any public comments
received, and each individual’s medical
information and driving record in
deciding whether to grant the
exemption.

On March 2, 2026, FMCSA published
a notice announcing its decision to
renew exemptions for five individuals
from the epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(8) to
operate a CMV in interstate commerce
and requested comments from the
public (91 FR 10184). The public
comment period ended on April 1,
2026, and no comments were received.

The Agency evaluated the eligibility
of these applicants and determined that
renewing these applicants’ exemptions
would likely achieve a level of safety
that is equivalent to, or greater than, the
level of safety that would be achieved
by complying with 49 CFR 391.41(b)(8).

IV. Discussion of Comments

FMCSA received no comments in this
proceeding.

V. Basis for Renewing Exemptions

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e)
and 31315(b), each of the five applicants
have satisfied the renewal conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition. The five drivers in this
notice remain in good standing with the
Agency, have maintained their medical
monitoring and have not exhibited any
medical issues that would compromise
their ability to safely operate a CMV
during the previous 2-year exemption
period. In addition, the Agency has
reviewed each applicant’s certified
driving record from their State Driver’s
Licensing Agency (SDLA). The
information obtained from each
applicant’s driving record provides the
Agency with details regarding any
moving violations or reported crash
data, which demonstrates whether the
driver has a safe driving history and is
an indicator of future driving
performance. If the driving record
revealed a crash, FMCSA requested and
reviewed the related police reports and
other relevant documents, such as the
citation and conviction information.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to safely operate a CMV in
interstate commerce. Accordingly,
FMCSA concludes that extending the
exemption for each renewal applicant
for a period of 2 years is likely to
achieve a level of safety equivalent to,
or greater than, the level of safety that
would be achieved without the
exemption.

VI. Terms and Conditions

The exemptions are extended subject
to the following conditions: each driver
must (1) remain seizure-free, maintain a
stable treatment, and report to FMCSA
within 24 hours if they experience a
seizure during the 2-year exemption
period; (2) submit to FMCSA annual
reports from their treating physicians
attesting to the stability of treatment and
that the driver has remained seizure-
free; (3) undergo an annual medical
examination by a certified medical
examiner, as defined by 49 CFR 390.5T;
(4) provide a copy of the annual medical
certification to the employer for
retention in the driver’s qualification
file, or keep a copy in their driver’s
qualification file if they are self-
employed; (5) report to FMCSA the date,
time, and location of any crashes, as
defined in 49 CFR 390.5T, within 7 days
of the crash; (6) report to FMCSA any
citations and convictions for
disqualifying offenses under 49 CFR
parts 383 and 391 within 7 days of the
citation and conviction; and (7) submit
to FMCSA annual certified driving
records from their SDLA. The driver
must also have a copy of the exemption
when driving, for presentation to a duly
authorized Federal, State, or local law
enforcement official. In addition, the
driver must meet all the applicable
commercial driver’s license testing
requirements.

VII. Preemption

During the period the exemption is in
effect, no State shall enforce any law or
regulation that conflicts with this
exemption with respect to a person
operating under the exemption.

VIII. Conclusion

Based on its evaluation of the five
renewal exemption applications and
supporting materials, FMCSA
announces its decision to grant a 2-year
exemption to each of the following
drivers from the epilepsy and seizure
disorders prohibition in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(8).

As of February 19, 2026, and in
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b), the following five individuals
have satisfied the renewal conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMV drivers:

Daniel Bretz (PA)
Gary Gress (PA)
Ryan Moore (NC)
Cory Wagner (IL)
Randy Wentz (PA)

The drivers were included in docket
numbers FMCSA-2015-0117, FMCSA—

2017-0181, FMCSA-2019-0031,
FMCSA-2019-0036, or FMCSA-2019—
0206. Their exemptions were applicable
as of February 19, 2026, and will expire
on February 19, 2028.

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(b), and FMCSA'’s policy of
issuing medical exemptions for a 2-year
period to correspond with the medical
certificate, each exemption will be valid
for 2 years from the effective date unless
revoked earlier by FMCSA. The
exemption will be revoked if the
following occurs: (1) the person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption, as set forth in the
initial renewal notice (see 91 FR 10184)
and incorporated herein; (2) the
exemption has resulted in a lower level
of safety than was maintained prior to
being granted; or (3) continuation of the
exemption would not be consistent with
the goals and objectives of Title 49,
chapter 313 or section 31136.

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2026-18312 Filed 9-8—26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-EX-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2024-0068]
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Waiver of Compliance

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public notice that Stone Gables Estates,
doing business as Harrisburg, Lincoln &
Lancaster Railroad (HLLR), petitioned
FRA for a modification of existing relief
from certain regulations concerning
safety glazing and safety appliances on
a locomotive.

DATES: FRA must receive comments on
the petition by November 9, 2026. FRA
will consider comments received after
that date to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments related to this
docket may be submitted by going to
https://www.regulations.gov and
following the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Barron, Railroad Safety
Specialist, FRA Motive Power &
Equipment Division, telephone: 202—
493-1367, email: michael.barron@
dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), this document
provides the public notice that by letter
received August 25, 2026, HLLR
petitioned FRA for a modification of a
waiver of compliance from certain
provisions of the Federal railroad safety
regulations contained in 49 CFR parts
223 (Safety Glazing Standards—
Locomotives, Passenger Cars and
Cabooses) and 231 (Railroad Safety
Appliance Standards). The relevant
Docket Number is FRA-2024-0068.

Specifically, HLLR requests a
modification to the existing waiver from
§ 233.9, Requirements for equipment
built or rebuilt after June 30, 1980,
which, in part, requires locomotives
with the specified characteristics to be
equipped with certified glazing in all
locomotive cab windows. Relief was
also granted from §231.15(b), (d), and
(g), Steam locomotives used in road
service, relating to the use of pilot sill-
steps, side handholds, and the lack of an
automatic coupler, and § 231.17(c) and
(f), Specifications common to all steam
locomotives, relating to handrails and
the lack of an automatic coupler.

In its petition, HLLR stated that
locomotive HLLR 331 is now being used
in passenger service and will operate
between 60 and 90 days per year. HLLR
stated that the locomotive is maintained
“to FRA standards.”

A copy of the petition, as well as any
written communications concerning the
petition, is available for review online at
www.regulations.gov.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment and a
public hearing, they should notify FRA,
in writing, before the end of the

comment period and specify the basis
for their request.

Communications received by
November 9, 2026 will be considered by
FRA before final action is taken.
Comments received after that date will
be considered if practicable.

Privacy Act

Anyone can search the electronic
form of any written communications
and comments received into any of
FRA’s dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the document, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). Under 5 U.S.C. 553(c), DOT
solicits comments from the public to
inform its processes. DOT posts these
comments, without edit, including any
personal information the commenter
provides, to www.regulations.gov, as
described in the system of records
notice (DOT/ALL-14 FDMS), which can
be reviewed at https://
www.transportation.gov/privacy. See
also https://www.regulations.gov/
privacy-notice for the privacy notice of
regulations.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC.

John Karl Alexy,

Associate Administrator for Railroad Safety,
Chief Safety Officer.

[FR Doc. 2026-18383 Filed 9—-8—26; 8:45 am|]
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Notice of Petition for Waiver of
Compliance

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides the
public notice that Delmarva Central
Railroad Company (DCR) petitioned
FRA for relief from certain regulations
concerning a movable bridge.

DATES: FRA must receive comments on
the petition by November 9, 2026. FRA
will consider comments received after
that date to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES:

Comments: Comments related to this
docket may be submitted by going to
https://www.regulations.gov and
following the online instructions for
submitting comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number. All comments received will be

posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov; this includes any
personal information. Please see the
Privacy Act heading in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document for Privacy Act
information related to any submitted
comments or materials.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to https://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
online instructions for accessing the
docket.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott Johnson, Railroad Safety
Specialist, FRA Signal, Train Control,
and Crossings Division, telephone: 406—
657—6642, email: scott.j.johnson@
dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under
part 211 of title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), this document
provides the public notice that by letters
received July 21 and August 10, 2026,
DCR petitioned FRA for a waiver of
compliance from certain provisions of
the Federal railroad safety regulations
contained at 49 CFR part 236 (Rules,
Standards, and Instructions Governing
the Installation, Inspection,
Maintenance, and Repair of Signal and
Train Control Systems, Devices, and
Appliances). FRA assigned the petition
Docket Number FRA-2026-1949.

Specifically, DCR seeks temporary
relief from the requirements of
§§ 236.312, Movable bridge, interlocking
of signal appliances with bridge devices,
and 236.387, Movable bridge locking, for
the Cassatt Swing Bridge due to the
destruction of its signal and bridge
control hut in a fire. Consequently, the
bridge has lost its “relay interlocking,
bridge control equipment, signal relays,
wiring, and associated control circuitry
required to provide the automatic
interlocking and bridge-locking
functions.”

DCR states that the bridge and its
mechanical components remain
operable. The signal hut and relay
interlocking are scheduled to be
replaced by spring of 2027. DCR notes
that until the work is completed, all
train movements will operate under
Rule 6.28, not exceeding 5 miles per
hour. Further, qualified employees will
manually operate the bridge and verify
that the bridge is fully closed and
locked before rail movements are
authorized. In support of its request,
DCR included several planned safety
measures for the bridge, including that
fixed signals governing movements over
the bridge will remain as stop
indications.
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