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driving record from their State Driver
Licensing Agency (SDLA). The
information obtained from each
applicant’s driving record provides the
Agency with details regarding any
moving violations or reported crash
data, which demonstrates whether the
driver has a safe driving history and is
an indicator of future driving
performance. If the driving record
revealed a crash, FMCSA requested and
reviewed the related police reports and
other relevant documents, such as the
citation and conviction information.
These factors provide an adequate basis
for predicting each driver’s ability to
continue to safely operate a CMV in
interstate commerce. Accordingly,
FMCSA concludes that extending the
exemption for each renewal applicant
for a period of 2 years is likely to
achieve a level of safety equivalent to,
or greater than, the level of safety that
would be achieved without the
exemption.

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e)
and 31315(b), the following groups of
drivers received renewed exemptions in
the month of September and are
discussed below.

As of September 16, 2026, and in
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b), the following nine individuals
have satisfied the renewal conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMV drivers.

Dean Burkholder (PA)
David P. Crowe (VA)
Edward Eskridge (IN)
Bradley Fullmer (UT)
Jonathan Heaps (UT)
Dale Koehler (CO)
Justin McGinnis (KS)
Michael Modica, III (FL)
Jessica Schmit (PA)

The drivers were included in docket
numbers FMCSA-2013-0109, FMCSA-
2022-0044, FMCSA-2024—0019,
FMCSA-2024-0022, or FMCSA-2024—
0024. Their exemptions are applicable
as of September 16, 2026, and will
expire on September 16, 2028.

VI. Terms and Conditions

The exemptions are extended subject
to the following conditions: each driver
must (1) remain seizure-free, maintain a
stable treatment, and report to FMCSA
within 24 hours if they experience a
seizure or change in treatment regimen,
during the 2-year exemption period; (2)
submit to FMCSA annual reports from
their treating physicians attesting to the
stability of treatment and that the driver
has remained seizure-free; (3) undergo
an annual medical examination by a

certified medical examiner, as defined
by 49 CFR 390.5T; (4) provide a copy of
the annual medical certification to their
employer for retention in the driver’s
qualification file, or keep a copy in their
driver’s qualification file if they are self-
employed; (5) report to FMCSA the date,
time, and location of any crashes, as
defined in 49 CFR 390.5T, within 7 days
of the crash; (6) report to FMCSA any
citations and convictions for
disqualifying offenses under 49 CFR
parts 383 and 391 within 7 days of the
citation and conviction; and (7) submit
to FMCSA annual certified driving
records from their SDLA. The driver
must also have a copy of the exemption
when driving, for presentation to a duly
authorized Federal, State, or local law
enforcement official. In addition, the
driver must meet all the applicable
commercial driver’s license testing
requirements.

VII. Preemption

During the period the exemption is in
effect, no State shall enforce any law or
regulation that conflicts with this
exemption with respect to a person
operating under the exemption.

VIII. Conclusion

Based on its evaluation of the nine
exemption renewal applications,
FMCSA renews the exemptions of the
aforementioned drivers from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in 49 CFR 391.41(b)(8). In
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31315(b), and
FMCSA’s policy of issuing medical
exemptions for a 2-year period to
correspond with the medical certificate,
each exemption will be valid for 2 years
from the effective date unless revoked
earlier by FMCSA. The exemption will
be revoked if the following occurs: (1)
the person fails to comply with the
terms and conditions of the exemption;
(2) the exemption has resulted in a
lower level of safety than was
maintained prior to being granted; or (3)
continuation of the exemption would
not be consistent with the goals and
objectives of Title 49, chapter 313 or
section 31136.

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2026—18445 Filed 9-9-26; 8:45 am]
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Request for Comments on the Renewal
of a Previously Approved Information
Collection: Application To Participate
in the Voluntary Tanker Agreement

AGENCY: Maritime Administration
(MARAD), U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: MARAD invites public
comments on its intention to request
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) approval to renew an
information collection in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995. The proposed collection OMB
2133-0505 (Application to Participate
in the Voluntary Tanker Agreement) is
used to determine capacity
commitments by participants in the
event the Agreement is activated to meet
the essential need for the transportation
of petroleum and petroleum products in
bulk by sea. Minor changes are being
made to the form for this collection to
improve clarity and ensure consistency
with program operations. MARAD is
required to publish this notice in the
Federal Register to obtain comments
from the public and affected agencies.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before November 9, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Docket No. MARAD-
2026-1454 through one of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal:
www.regulations.gov. Search using the
above DOT docket number and follow
the online instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility, U.S. Department
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, West Building, Room W12—
140, Washington, DC 20590, between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through
Friday, except on Federal holidays.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number for this rulemaking.

Note: All comments received will be
posted without change to
www.regulations.gov including any personal
information provided.

Comments are invited on: (a) whether
the proposed collection of information
is reasonable for the Department’s
performance; (b) the accuracy of the
estimated burden; (c) ways for the
Department to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information
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collection; and (d) ways that the burden
could be lessened without reducing the
quality of the collected information. The
agency will summarize or include your
comments in the request for OMB’s
clearance of this information collection.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Richard Wanerman, 202-366—2306,
Office of Sealift Support, Maritime
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, MAR-620.2, Mail Stop 1,
Washington, DC 20590,

Richard. Wanerman@dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Application to Participate in the
Voluntary Tanker Agreement.

OMB Control Number: 2133—-0505.

Type of Request: Extension with
change of a currently approved
collection.

Abstract: The Voluntary Tanker
Agreement provides the United States
with guaranteed, assured access to
product tankers for the transportation of
fuels for use by the armed forces of the
United States in times of conflict or
national emergency. MARAD personnel
will use the collected information to
evaluate tanker capacity and develop
plans for the use of this capability to
meet national emergency requirements
and establish overall contingency plans,
in coordination with United States
Transportation Command. The
contingency plans and associated tanker
data are considered classified national
security information and are thus
unavailable to the general public.

Respondents: Owners and operators
of United States-registered product
tankers.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
15.

Estimated Number of Responses: 15.

Estimated Hours per Response: 1.

Annual Estimated Total Annual
Burden Hours: 15.

Frequency of Response: Annually.

(Authority: The Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995; 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended; and
49 CFR 1.49.)

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
T. Mitchell Hudson, Jr.,
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 202618438 Filed 9-9-26; 8:45 am]|
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National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration

[Docket No. NHTSA-2026-1354]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Request for Comment;
Uniform Tire Quality Grading Standard

AGENCY: National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
Department of Transportation (DOT).
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments on a request for reinstatement
with modification of a previously
approved information collection.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), this notice announces that the
Information Collection Request (ICR)
summarized below will be submitted to
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for review and approval. The ICR
describes the nature of the information
collection and its expected burden. This
document describes a collection of
information for which NHTSA intends
to seek OMB approval for reinstatement,
with modification, of the Uniform Tire
Quality Grading Standards (UTQGS)
requirements under 49 CFR 575.104. A
Federal Register Notice with a 60-day
comment period soliciting comments on
the following information collection
was published on April 8, 2026 (91 FR
17828). No comments were received.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before October 13, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection, including
suggestions for reducing burden, should
be submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget at
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
To find this particular information
collection, select “Currently under
Review—Open for Public Comment” or
use the search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information or access to
background documents, contact Mr.
Walter Lysenko (walter.lysenko@
dot.gov). Address: National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, U.S.
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590. Mr. Lysenko’s telephone number
is (202) 366—1810. Please identify the
relevant collection of information by
referring to its OMB Control Number.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), a Federal
agency must receive approval from the

Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) before it collects certain
information from the public and a
person is not required to respond to a
collection of information by a Federal
agency unless the collection displays a
valid OMB control number. In
compliance with these requirements,
this notice announces that the following
information collection request will be
submitted to OMB.

Title: 49 CFR part 575.104; Uniform
Tire Quality Grading Standard
(UTQGS).

OMB Control Number: 2127-0519.

Form Number(s): N/A.

Type of Request: Request for
reinstatement with modification of a
previously approved information
collection.

Type of Review Requested: Regular.

Length of Approval Requested: Three
years from approval date.

Summary of the Collection of
Information: Under 49 U.S.C. 30123(b)
and 49 CFR 575.104, tire manufacturers
and tire brand name owners are
required to grade passenger car tire lines
for treadwear, traction, and temperature
resistance and to provide this
information to consumers and to
NHTSA. Respondents must:

1. Grade tires for treadwear, traction,
and temperature resistance;

2. Mold the assigned grades into the
tire sidewall;

3. Affix a paper tread label to new
replacement tires that includes the
grades and an explanation of the grading
system;

4. Provide prospective purchasers, at
each point of sale, access to grading
information for each tire offered for sale;

5. Ensure that vehicle manufacturers
include the applicable grade
information in the owner’s manual for
vehicles equipped with graded tires;
and

6. Submit grading information to
NHTSA for public compilation and
dissemination.

NHTSA compiles grading information
for all manufacturers’ tire lines and
makes the information available to the
public by publication on NHTSA’s
website. The information collection
ensures that consumers can readily
compare tire quality across brands and
tire lines and supports NHTSA’s
program administration and
enforcement activities.

Description of the Need for the
Information and Proposed Use: This
collection supports NHTSA’s work to
ensure consumers receive clear,
comparable information about tire
performance. Mandatory requirements
such as sidewall labeling, tread labels,
brochures, and periodic reporting are
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