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gloves, and eye and respiratory
protection.

In addition to physical containment,
biological or environmental risk
mitigation strategies may be applicable
for certain biohazards. Biological
containment may involve genetically
modified biohazards that have been
altered to decrease risks by limiting
infectivity or replication in specific
hosts, or dissemination and survival in
the environment outside the laboratory.
Environmental containment strategies
may include conducting research in a
geographically isolated area, an
environment in which biohazard
organisms are not able to survive (e.g.,
tropical organism in an arctic climate)
or a genetically isolated environment
(e.g., an area with no native organisms
that could mate with non-native
laboratory organisms).

Request for Input

NIH seeks public input on its Draft
NIH Biosafety Policy for Research
Involving Biohazards, which, when
finalized, will supersede the NIH
Guidelines for Research Involving
Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid
Molecules. Respondents are free to
address any or all of the topics listed or
any other relevant topics for NIH to
consider. Respondents should not feel
compelled to address all items. NIH will
consider all comments received.
Comments are welcome on all aspects of
the draft policy, including the scope,
risk assessment, categories of oversight
based on risk, roles and responsibilities,
IBC functions, and procedures. NIH is
also seeking comments on draft incident
reporting and IBC meeting minute
templates which can be found here
(https://osp.od.nih.gov/policies/
biosafety-and-biosecurity-policy#tab2.

NIH also seeks comments on specific
topics listed below:

¢ Scope of research covered by the
new policy, including the definition of
biohazards for the purpose of oversight
and any inadvertent gaps in oversight
that should be addressed.

e Structure of tiered oversight (i.e.,
Federal, institutional, and investigator),
including appropriateness in terms of
calibration to risk, accountability
measures, transparency, and
streamlining of administrative burden,
etc.

e Continued utility of Risk Groups
(RGs) as a baseline for risk assessment,
particularly when agents are being
genetically modified, versus use of
Biosafety Levels (BSL) outlined in the
Biosafety in Microbiological and
Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL)
(https://www.cdc.gov/labs/pdf/SF 19

308133-A_BMBL6 00-BOOK-WEB-final-
3.pdf).

o Effectiveness of compliance and
enforcement mechanisms for ensuring
biosafety, including strategies for
encouraging voluntary compliance for
research not subject to the policy (e.g.,
at non-NIH funded institutions), and
addressing any biosecurity challenges.

¢ Feedback on the implementation
resources and areas in which additional
guidance would be beneficial.

This notice is being published in
accordance with a statement made by
the NIH Director found here (https://
www.nih.gov/about-nih/nih-director/
statements/nih-launches-initiative-
modernize-strengthen-biosafety-
oversight).

Dated: September 8, 2026.
Matthew Memoli,

Principal Deputy Director, National Institutes
of Health.

[FR Doc. 2026-18646 Filed 9-11-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4167-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services

[OMB Control Number 1615-0037]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Extension, Without Change,
of a Currently Approved Collection:
Refugee/Asylee Relative Petition

AGENCY: U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) invites
the general public and other Federal
agencies to comment upon this
proposed extension of a currently
approved collection of information. In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995, the
information collection notice is
published in the Federal Register to
obtain comments regarding the nature of
the information collection, the
categories of respondents, the estimated
burden (i.e. the time, effort, and
resources used by the respondents to
respond), the estimated cost to the
respondent, and the actual information
collection instruments.

DATES: Comments are encouraged and
will be accepted for 60 days until
November 13, 2026.

ADDRESSES: All submissions received
must include the OMB Control Number

1615—0037 in the body of the letter, the
agency name and Docket ID USCIS-
2007—-0030. Submit comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal website at
https://www.regulations.gov under e-
Docket ID number USCIS-2007-0030.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
USCIS, Office of Policy and Strategy,
Regulatory Coordination Division, John
R. Pfirrmann-Powell, Acting Deputy
Chief, telephone number (240) 721—
3000 (This is not a toll-free number.
Comments are not accepted via
telephone message). Please note contact
information provided here is solely for
questions regarding this notice. It is not
for individual case status inquiries.
Applicants seeking information about
the status of their individual cases can
check Case Status Online, available at
the USCIS website at https://
www.uscis.gov, or call the USCIS
Contact Center at 800-375-5283 (TTY
800-767-1833).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments

You may access the information
collection instrument with instructions
or additional information by visiting the
Federal eRulemaking Portal site at:
https://www.regulations.gov and
entering USCIS-2007-0030 in the
search box. Comments must be
submitted in English, or an English
translation must be provided. All
submissions will be posted, without
change, to the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at https://www.regulations.gov,
and will include any personal
information you provide. Therefore,
submitting this information makes it
public. You may wish to consider
limiting the amount of personal
information that you provide in any
voluntary submission you make to DHS.
DHS may withhold information
provided in comments from public
viewing that it determines may impact
the privacy of an individual or is
offensive. For additional information,
please read the Privacy Act notice that
is available via the link in the footer of
https://www.regulations.gov.

Written comments and suggestions
from the public and affected agencies
should address one or more of the
following four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;
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(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of This Information
Collection

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension, Without Change, of a
Currently Approved Collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Refugee/Asylee Relative Petition.

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the DHS
sponsoring the collection: 1-730; USCIS.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
abstract: Primary: Individuals or
households. Form I-730 is used by a
refugee or asylee to file on behalf of his
or her spouse and/or children for
follow-to-join benefits provided that the
relationship to the refugee/asylee
existed prior to their admission to the
United States.

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond: The estimated total number of
annual respondents for the information
collection I-730 is 13,000 and the
estimated hour burden per response is
.667 hours.

(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: The estimated total annual
hour burden associated with this
collection is 8,671 hours.

(7) An estimate of the total public
burden (in cost) associated with the
collection: The estimated total annual
cost burden associated with this
collection of information is $1,592,500.

Dated: August 25, 2026.
John R. Pfirrmann-Powell,

Acting Deputy Chief, Regulatory Coordination
Division, Office of Policy and Strategy, U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services,
Department of Homeland Security.

[FR Doc. 2026-18673 Filed 9-11-26; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 9111-97-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services

[OMB Control Number 1615-0095]

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Extension, Without Change,
of a Currently Approved Collection:
Notice of Appeal or Motion

AGENCY: U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services, Department of
Homeland Security.

ACTION: 60-Day notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), U.S. Gitizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS) invites
the general public and other Federal
agencies to comment upon this
proposed extension of a currently
approved collection of information. In
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995, the
information collection notice is
published in the Federal Register to
obtain comments regarding the nature of
the information collection, the
categories of respondents, the estimated
burden (i.e., the time, effort, and
resources used by the respondents to
respond), the estimated cost to the
respondent, and the actual information
collection instruments.

DATES: Comments are encouraged and
will be accepted for 60 days until
November 13, 2026.

ADDRESSES: All submissions received
must include the OMB Control Number
1615-0095 in the body of the letter, the
agency name and Docket ID USCIS—
2008—-0027. Submit comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal website at
https://www.regulations.gov under e-
Docket ID number USCIS—-2008-0027.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
USCIS, Office of Policy and Strategy,
Regulatory Coordination Division, John
R. Pfirrmann-Powell, Acting Deputy
Chief, telephone number (240) 721—
3000 (This is not a toll-free number.
Comments are not accepted via
telephone message). Please note contact
information provided here is solely for
questions regarding this notice. It is not
for individual case status inquiries.
Applicants seeking information about
the status of their individual cases can
check Case Status Online, available at
the USCIS website at https://
www.uscis.gov, or call the USCIS
Contact Center at 800-375-5283 (TTY
800-767-1833).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments

You may access the information
collection instrument with instructions
or additional information by visiting the
Federal eRulemaking Portal site at:
https://www.regulations.gov and
entering USCIS—-2008-0027 in the
search box. Comments must be
submitted in English, or an English
translation must be provided. All
submissions will be posted, without
change, to the Federal eRulemaking
Portal at https://www.regulations.gov,
and will include any personal
information you provide. Therefore,
submitting this information makes it
public. You may wish to consider
limiting the amount of personal
information that you provide in any
voluntary submission you make to DHS.
DHS may withhold information
provided in comments from public
viewing that it determines may impact
the privacy of an individual or is
offensive. For additional information,
please read the Privacy Act notice that
is available via the link in the footer of
https://www.regulations.gov.

Written comments and suggestions
from the public and affected agencies
should address one or more of the
following four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of This Information
Collection

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension, Without Change, of a
Currently Approved Collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Notice of Appeal or Motion.

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the DHS
sponsoring the collection: I-290B;
USCIS.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief
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