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; Respondent Total annual Average Total annual Wage Total CIOSt
49 CFR section universe responses :(Iarggo?\g:a burden hours rate? eqdugaDent
(A) (B) (A*B=0C) (D = C * wage rate)
218.103 Hand-operated switches, including crossover
switches:
—Operating Rule that complies with this section ............. 773 railroads 2 new rules 1 rule 30 minutes 1.50 90.19 135.29
and 2 new modification.
railroads.
229.22 Passenger locomotive inspection and repair
record:
—Form FRA F 6180.49AP ... 36 railroads ... | 4,500 passenger lo- | 15 minutes 1,125 90.19 101,463.75
comotives.
229.136 Locomotive image and audio recording devices:
—(f)(1) Passenger railroads adoption and development 36 railroads ... | 12 procedures ......... 48 hours ..... 576 90.19 51,949.44
of chain of custody procedures.
—(f)(2) Passenger railroad preservation of accident/inci- | 36 railroads ... | 140 saved record- 10 minutes 23 90.19 2,074.37
dent data of image and audio recording system from ings.
locomotive using such system at time of accident/inci-
dent (includes voluntary freight railroads & restates
previous requirement under § 229.135(¢)).
—(g) Written description of technical aspects any loco- 36 railroads ... | 7 written descrip- 20 hours ..... 140 90.19 12,626.60
motive image recording system to FRA for approval tions/plans.
sent via email to FRARRSMP @dot.gov.
TOtaAl .ot 773 railroads 9,237,942 re- N/A 766,620 | ....cceeuee 69,151,060
sponses.

Total Estimated Annual Responses:
9,237,942.

Total Estimated Annual Burden:
766,620 hours.

Total Estimated Annual Burden Hour
Dollar Cost Equivalent: $69,151,060.

FRA informs all interested parties that
it may not conduct or sponsor, and a
respondent is not required to respond
to, a collection of information that does
not display a currently valid OMB
control number.

(Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520)

Christopher S. Van Nostrand,

Deputy Chief Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2026—18981 Filed 9-15-26; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. FRA-2026—-1588]

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

2The dollar equivalent cost is derived from the
2024 Surface Transportation Board Full Year Wage
A&B data series using the employee group 200
(Professional & Administrative) hourly wage rate of
$51.54, and group 100 (Executives, Officials & Staff
Assistants) hourly wage rate of $69.27. The total
burden wage rate (Straight time plus 75 percent)
used in the table is $90.19 ($51.54 x 1.75 = $90.19),
and $121.22 ($69.27 x 1.75 = $121.22).

SUMMARY: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and its
implementing regulations, FRA seeks
approval of the Information Collection
Request (ICR) summarized below.
Before submitting this ICR to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
approval, FRA is soliciting public
comment on specific aspects of the
activities identified in the ICR.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
November 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed ICR
should be submitted on https://
www.regulations.gov to Docket No.
FRA-2026-1588. All comments
received will be posted without change
to the docket, including any personal
information provided. Please refer to the
assigned OMB control number (2130-
0545) in any correspondence submitted.
FRA will summarize comments received
in response to this notice in a
subsequent notice, made available to the
public, and include them in its
information collection submission to
OMB for approval.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Joanne Swafford, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, at email:
joanne.swafford@dot.gov or telephone:
(757) 897—9908.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PRA,
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520, and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to
provide 60 days’ notice to the public to
allow comment on information
collection activities before seeking OMB
approval of the activities. See 44 U.S.C.

3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.8 through
1320.12. Specifically, FRA invites
interested parties to comment on the
following ICR regarding: (1) whether the
information collection activities are
necessary for FRA to properly execute
its functions, including whether the
activities will have practical utility; (2)
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the
burden of the information collection
activities, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used to
determine the estimates; (3) ways for
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information being
collected; and (4) ways for FRA to
minimize the burden of information
collection activities on the public,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. See 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A); 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1).

FRA finds that soliciting public
comment may reduce the administrative
and paperwork burdens associated with
the collection of information that
Federal regulations mandate. In
summary, comments received will
advance three objectives: (1) reduce
reporting burdens; (2) organize
information collection requirements in a
“user-friendly” format to improve the
use of such information; and (3)
accurately assess the resources
expended to retrieve and produce
information requested. See 44 U.S.C.
3501.

The summary below describes the ICR
that FRA will submit for OMB clearance
as the PRA requires:

Title: Passenger Train Emergency
Preparedness.

OMB Control Number: 2130-0545.


https://www.regulations.gov
https://www.regulations.gov
mailto:joanne.swafford@dot.gov
mailto:FRARRSMP@dot.gov
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Abstract: The railroad passenger train
emergency preparedness regulations
under 49 CFR part 239 set forth FRA’s
requirements for railroads to meet
Federal standards for the preparation,
adoption, and implementation of
emergency preparedness plans
connected with the operation of
passenger trains, including freight
railroads hosting passenger rail service
operations. Part 239 also requires each
affected railroad to instruct its
employees on the provisions of its plan.
The information collected is necessary
for compliance with the regulation.

In this 60-day notice, FRA has
adjusted the burden hour estimates,
decreasing the previously approved
burden from 353 to 181 hours. FRA has

and new emergency preparedness plans
from 1 annually to 1 over the next 3-
year period of this information
collection.

In addition, FRA determined that the
paperwork burden for § 239.101(a)(7),
dissemination of emergency
instructions, is already accounted for
under OMB Control No. 2130-0544.
That ICR includes burden estimates for
requirements under § 238.305(c)
(Interior calendar day mechanical
inspection of passenger cars), which
include verifying that all safety-related
signage is in place and legible. The
ongoing cost of the seat cards is now
correctly being reflected under Question
13 as an additional cost to respondents.

Under § 239.105, which requires

sessions after each passenger train
emergency situation or simulation, FRA
increased the annual responses from 34
to 228 to more accurately reflect the
required annual emergency simulation
by each railroad and emergency
situations that require a debrief and
critique session.

Type of Request: Extension without
change (with changes in estimates) of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Businesses
(railroads).

Form(s): N/A.
Respondent Universe: 38 railroads.

Frequency of Submission: On
occasion.

lowered its estimate of waiver petitions  records to be kept of debrief and critique Reporting Burden:
Respondent Average Total cost
49 CFR section universe Troetgl gr?::éil time per Jﬁ?éf?&’]arls \g?eg? equivalent
(railroads) p response U.S.D.
(A) (B) (C=A*B) (D = C * wage rates)
239.13 Waivers:
—Petition for waiver of compliance ...........cccvceiiiiiiennnne 38 | 0.33 waiver petition 8 hours ....... 2.64 $90.19 $238.10
239.101 Emergency preparedness plan:
—(a) Emergency preparedness plans for new/start-up rail- 38 | 0.33 new plan .......... 80 hours ..... 26.40 90.19 2,381.02
roads.
—(a)(1)(ii) Railroad designation of employees responsible 38 | 34 designations ....... 5 minutes 2.83 90.19 252.53
for maintaining emergency phone numbers for use in
contacting outside emergency responders and appro-
priate RR officials that a passenger emergency has oc-
curred.
—Commuter/intercity passenger railroads gathering/keep- 38 | 34 lists/updated 1 hour ......... 34 90.19 3,066.46
ing emergency phone numbers. records.

—(a)(6)(iii)—(iv) On-board emergency lighting, mainte-
nance and marking of emergency exits.

—(a)(7) Railroad dissemination of information regarding
emergency procedures/instructions.

239.105 Debriefing and critique:
—(d) Debrief and critique session records
239.201 Emergency preparedness plan; filing and ap-
proval:
—Emergency preparedness plan: Filing of plan and
amendments.
—Non-substantive changes to emergency preparedness
plan.
239.301

Operational tests and inspections:

—Requirement to conduct operational tests and inspec-
tions.

The estimated paperwork burden for this requirement is included under OMB Control No. 2130-0576
with respect to the requirements in §2238.113(d)(1) through (3) and §238.112(d)(1) through (2).

The estimated paperwork burden for this requirement is reported under OMB Control No. 2130-0544,
with respect to the requirements in §238.305(c), Interior calendar day mechanical inspection of pas-
senger cars, which includes verifying that all safety-related signage is in place and legible. The on-

going cost of the seat cards is now correctly being reflected under Question 13.

38

38

38

228 records

6 amended plans ...

1 non-sub. change ..

5 minutes ...

16 hours ..

10 minutes

96

19

0.17

90.19

90.19

90.19

1,713.61

8,658.24

15.03

The estimated paperwork burden for this requirement is included under OMB Control No. 2130-0035,
with respect to the record keeping requirements in §217.9(d)(1).

38

304 responses

181 ‘

|

16,324.99

1The dollar equivalent cost is derived from the 2024 Surface Transportation Board Full Year Wage A&B data series using employee group 200 (Professional & Ad-
ministrative) hourly wage rate of $51.54. The total burden wage rate (straight time plus 75%) used in the table is $90.19 ($51.54 x 1.75 = $90.19).

2Totals may not add up due to rounding.



Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 178/ Wednesday, September 16, 2026/ Notices

58745

Total Estimated Annual Responses:
304.

Total Estimated Annual Burden: 181
hours.

Total Estimated Annual Burden Hour
Dollar Cost Equivalent: $16,324.99.

FRA informs all interested parties that
it may not conduct or sponsor, and a
respondent is not required to respond
to, a collection of information that does
not display a currently valid OMB
control number.

Authority.’ 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520.

Christopher S. Van Nostrand,

Deputy Chief Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2026-18983 Filed 9—-15-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket No. FRA-2026-1587]

Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) and its
implementing regulations, FRA seeks
approval of the Information Collection
Request (ICR) summarized below.
Before submitting this ICR to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
approval, FRA is soliciting public
comment on specific aspects of the
activities identified in the ICR.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
November 16, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed ICR
should be submitted on https://
www.regulations.gov to Docket No.
FRA-2026-1587. All comments
received will be posted without change
to the docket, including any personal
information provided. Please refer to the
assigned OMB control number (2130—
0524) in any correspondence submitted.
FRA will summarize comments received

subsequent notice, made available to the
public, and include them in its
information collection submission to
OMB for approval.

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Joanne Swafford, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, at email:
joanne.swafford@dot.gov or telephone:
(757) 897-9908.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PRA,
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520, and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to
provide 60 days’ notice to the public to
allow comment on information
collection activities before seeking OMB
approval of the activities. See 44 U.S.C.
3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.8 through
1320.12. Specifically, FRA invites
interested parties to comment on the
following ICR regarding: (1) whether the
information collection activities are
necessary for FRA to properly execute
its functions, including whether the
activities will have practical utility; (2)
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the
burden of the information collection
activities, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used to
determine the estimates; (3) ways for
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information being
collected; and (4) ways for FRA to
minimize the burden of information
collection activities on the public,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. See 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A); 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1).

FRA finds that soliciting public
comment may reduce the administrative
and paperwork burdens associated with
the collection of information that
Federal regulations mandate. In
summary, comments received will
advance three objectives: (1) reduce
reporting burdens; (2) organize
information collection requirements in a
“user-friendly” format to improve the
use of such information; and (3)
accurately assess the resources
expended to retrieve and produce
information requested. See 44 U.S.C.
3501.

The summary below describes the ICR
that FRA will submit for OMB clearance
as the PRA requires:

Title: Railroad Communications.

Abstract: The railroad
communications regulations in 49 CFR
part 220 prescribe the minimum
requirements governing radio and
wireless communications used in rail
operations as well as establish the
prohibitions, restrictions, and
requirements that apply to the use of
personal and railroad-supplied cellular
telephones and other electronic devices.
FRA amended its radio standards and
procedures to: promote compliance by
making the regulations more flexible;
require wireless communications
devices, including radios, for specified
classifications of railroad operations and
roadway workers; and retitle this part to
reflect its coverage of other means of
wireless communications, such as
cellular telephones and data radio
terminals, to convey emergency and
need-to-know information. The
amended regulations established safe,
uniform procedures covering the use of
radio and other wireless
communications within the railroad
industry.

In this 60-day notice FRA has made
adjustments that decreased the
previously approved burden hours from
95,902 hours to 76,237 hours. This
represents a decrease of 19,665 hours
annually for this information collection
request.

Specifically, under § 220.61(b)(5),
which contains the requirements for the
marking of fulfilled or canceled
mandatory directives, FRA determined
that the burden is accounted for under
§ 220.61(b)(3) concerning written copies
of mandatory directives.

Further, under § 220.313(c), which
mandates the retention of those written
records documenting instruction and
examination of this subpart, FRA
increased the estimated number of
records to more accurately represent the
annual volume of employees that
require this training.

Type of Request: Extension without
change (with changes in estimates) of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Businesses.

Form(s): N/A.

Respondent Universe: 773 Railroads.

Frequency of Submission: On
Occasion.

in response to this notice in a OMB Control Number: 2130-0524. Reporting Burden:
Respondent Average Total cost
49 CFR section universe Troetgl ggsr‘:sal time per Jﬁ?éﬁ%g%?ls Yi?gf equivalent
(railroads) p response U.S.D.
(A) (B) (C=A*B) (D = C * wage rates)
220.8 Waivers:
—Petition to Administrator for waiver of compliance .......... 636 | 2 petition letters ....... 1 hour ......... 2 $79.02 $158.04
220.21 Railroad operating rules; radio communications;
recordkeeping:
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