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the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts is
responsible for sending a copy of this
notice to the Indian Tribes and Native
Hawaiian organizations identified in
this notice and to any other consulting
parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: September 17, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—19487 Filed 9-22—-26; 8:45 am|
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Notice of Intended Repatriation: Ball
State University, Muncie, IN

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the Ball
State University intends to repatriate
certain cultural items that meet the
definition of objects of cultural
patrimony and that have a cultural
affiliation with the Indian Tribes or
Native Hawaiian organizations in this
notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural items
in this notice may occur on or after
October 23, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
items in this notice to Chyan Gilaspy,
Ball State University, Applied
Anthropology Laboratories, 2000 W
Riverside Avenue, Muncie, IN 47306,
email NAGPRA@bsu.edu.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Ball State
University and additional information
on the determinations in this notice,
including the results of consultation,
can be found in the summary or related
records. The National Park Service is

not responsible for the determinations
in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of two cultural items have
been requested for repatriation. The two
objects of cultural patrimony are one
model totem carving and one totem
carving. The model totem carving
(1991.068.255a—b) was created by
Edward Maitland in Metlakatla, Alaska,
in 1896. This cultural item was donated
by a private donor to Ball State
University in 1991. The totem carving
(2013.001.040) was previously
attributed to the Tlingit people, but was
identified as Tsimshian during
consultation. This totem carving was
donated to Ball State University in 2013
by a private donor. Ball State University
is not aware of the presence of any
potentially hazardous substances used
to treat any of the cultural items.

Determinations

The Ball State University has
determined that:

e The two objects of cultural
patrimony described in this notice have
ongoing historical, traditional, or
cultural importance central to the
Native American group, including any
constituent sub-group (such as a band,
clan, lineage, ceremonial society, or
other subdivision), according to the
Native American traditional knowledge
of an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural items described in this notice
and the Metlakatla Indian Community,
Annette Island Reserve.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural items in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.

October 23, 2026. If competing
requests for repatriation are received,
the Ball State University must
determine the most appropriate
requestor prior to repatriation. Requests
for joint repatriation of the cultural
items are considered a single request
and not competing requests. The Ball
State University is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian

organizations identified in this notice
and to any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3004 and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.9.

Dated: September 17, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—19470 Filed 9-22—-26; 8:45 am|
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Notice of Inventory Completion:
Auburn University at Montgomery,
Montgomery, AL

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), Auburn
University at Montgomery has
completed an inventory of human
remains and associated funerary objects
and has determined that there is a
cultural affiliation between the human
remains and associated funerary objects
and Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian
organizations in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the human
remains and associated funerary objects
in this notice may occur on or after
October 23, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send written requests for
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects in this notice
to Kimberly Pyszka, Auburn University
at Montgomery, P.O. Box 244023,
Montgomery, AL 36124, email nagpra@
aum.edu.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the
National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of Auburn University
at Montgomery, and additional
information on the determinations in
this notice, including the results of
consultation, can be found in its
inventory or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

Human remains representing, at least,
one individual has been identified. The
299 associated funerary objects are 279
pottery sherds, 19 lithics, and one shell.


mailto:nagpra@aum.edu
mailto:nagpra@aum.edu
mailto:NAGPRA@bsu.edu
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1L0O85, Pintlala also sometimes called
the “Burial Urn Site,” is in Lowndes
County, AL on a terrace of the Alabama
River. Although it is unclear, potentially
in 1978, David Chase conducted a
surface collection at the site. During this
time, the human remains and associated
funerary objects were removed from the
site. These human remains and
associated funerary objects were then
housed in the AUM Archaeology
Laboratory. No known hazardous
substances were used to treat any of the
human remains or associated funerary
objects.

Cultural Affiliation

Based on the information available
and the results of consultation, cultural
affiliation is reasonably identified by the
geographical location or acquisition
history of the human remains and
associated funerary objects described in
this notice.

Determinations

Auburn University at Montgomery
has determined that:

e The human remains described in
this notice represent the physical
remains of one individual of Native
American ancestry.

e The 299 objects described in this
notice are reasonably believed to have
been placed intentionally with or near
individual human remains at the time of
death or later as part of the death rite
or ceremony.

e There is a connection between the
human remains and associated funerary
objects described in this notice and the
Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Texas;
Alabama-Quassarte Tribal Town;
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana; Eastern
Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma; Jena Band
of Choctaw Indians; Kialegee Tribal
Town; Mississippi Band of Choctaw
Indians; Poarch Band of Creek Indians;
Seminole Tribe of Florida; Shawnee
Tribe; The Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma; The Muscogee (Creek)
Nation; The Seminole Nation of
Oklahoma; and the Thlopthlocco Tribal
Town.

Requests for Repatriation

Written requests for repatriation of the
human remains and associated funerary
objects in this notice must be sent to the
authorized representative identified in
this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests
for repatriation may be submitted by:

1. Any one or more of the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
identified in this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian
Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization
not identified in this notice who shows,
by a preponderance of the evidence, that

the requestor is a lineal descendant or
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains
and associated funerary objects
described in this notice to a requestor
may occur on or after October 23, 2026.
If competing requests for repatriation
are received, Auburn University at
Montgomery must determine the most
appropriate requestor prior to
repatriation. Requests for joint
repatriation of the human remains and
associated funerary objects are
considered a single request and not
competing requests. Auburn University
at Montgomery is responsible for
sending a copy of this notice to the
Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian
organizations identified in this notice
and any other consulting parties.

Authority: Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act, 25
U.S.C. 3003, and the implementing
regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated: September 17, 2026.
Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program.
[FR Doc. 2026—-19481 Filed 9-22-26; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Intended Repatriation:
Indianapolis Museum of Art at
Newfields, Indianapolis, IN

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the Native
American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), the
Indianapolis Museum of Art at
Newfields intends to repatriate a certain
cultural item that meets the definition of
an unassociated funerary object and that
has a cultural affiliation with the Indian
Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations
in this notice.

DATES: Repatriation of the cultural item
in this notice may occur on or after
October 23, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Send additional, written
requests for repatriation of the cultural
item in this notice to Jennifer Gallatin
Rigsby, Indianapolis Museum of Art at
Newfields, 4000 Michigan Road,
Indianapolis, IN 46123, email jrigshy@
discovernewfields.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published as part of the

National Park Service’s administrative
responsibilities under NAGPRA. The
determinations in this notice are the
sole responsibility of the Indianapolis
Museum of Art at Newfields, and
additional information on the
determinations in this notice, including
the results of consultation, can be found
in the summary or related records. The
National Park Service is not responsible
for the determinations in this notice.

Abstract of Information Available

A total of one cultural item has been
requested for repatriation. The one
unassociated funerary object is a pipe.
The pipe was excavated from a mound
near Talbotton, Talbot County, Georgia.
Formerly in the collection of Dr. Rollin
H. Bunch of Muncie, Indiana and the
Edward W. Payne Collection at
Springfield, Illinois. Also in the
Collection of Donald O. Boudeman at
Kalamazoo. Collected originally by
Charles C. Jones of Atlanta, Georgia.

Determinations

The Indianapolis Museum of Art at
Newfields has determined that:

e The one unassociated funerary
object described in this notice is
reasonably believed to have been placed
intentionally with or near human
remains, and is connected, either at the
time of death or later as part of the death
rite or ceremony of a Native American
culture according to the Native
American traditional knowledge of a
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization. The
unassociated funerary objects have been
identified by a preponderance of the
evidence as related to human remains,
specific individuals, or families, or
removed from a specific burial site or
burial area of an individual or
individuals with cultural affiliation to
an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian
organization.

e There is a connection between the
cultural item described in this notice
and the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians
and The Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

Requests for Repatriation

Additional, written requests for
repatriation of the cultural item in this
notice must be sent to the authorized
representative identified in this notice
under ADDRESSES. Requests for
repatriation may be submitted by any
lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or
Native Hawaiian organization not
identified in this notice who shows, by
a preponderance of the evidence, that
the requestor is a lineal descendant or
a culturally affiliated Indian Tribe or
Native Hawaiian organization.


mailto:jrigsby@discovernewfields.org
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