Federal Register/Vol. 91, No. 187/Tuesday, September 29, 2026/ Notices

61401

On August 26, 2013, the Commission
issued Misuse of Internet Protocol
Captioned Telephone Service;
Telecommunications Relay Services and
Speech-to-Speech Services for
Individuals with Hearing and Speech
Disabilities, CG Docket Nos. 13—24 and
03-123, Report and Order, 78 FR 53684,
August 30, 2013, to regulate practices
relating to the marketing of IP CTS,
impose certain requirements for the
provision of this service, and mandate
registration and certification of IP CTS
users.

On June 8, 2018, the Commission
issued Misuse of Internet Protocol
Captioned Telephone Service;
Telecommunications Relay Services and
Speech-to-Speech Services for
Individuals with Hearing and Speech
Disabilities, CG Docket Nos. 13—24 and
03-123, Report and Order and
Declaratory Ruling, 83 FR 30082, June
27,2018 (2018 IP CTS Modernization
Order), to facilitate the Commission’s
efforts to reduce waste, fraud, and abuse
and improve its ability to efficiently
manage the IP CTS program through
regulating practices related to the
marketing of IP CTS, generally
prohibiting the provision of IP CTS to
consumers who do not genuinely need
the service, permitting the provision of
IP CTS in emergency shelters, and
approving the use of automatic speech
recognition to generate captions without
the assistance of a communications
assistant.

On February 15, 2019, the
Commission issued Misuse of Internet
Protocol Captioned Telephone Service;
Telecommunications Relay Services and
Speech-to-Speech Services for
Individuals with Hearing and Speech
Disabilities, CG Docket Nos. 13—-24 and
03-123, Report and Order, and Order,
84 FR 8457, March 8, 2019 (2019 IP CTS
Program Management Order), requiring
the submission of IP CTS user
registration information to the
telecommunications relay service (TRS)
User Registration Database (Database) so
that the Database administrator can
verify IP CTS users to reduce the risk of
waste, fraud, and abuse in the IP CTS
program.

On June 30, 2022, the Commission
issued Telecommunications Relay
Services and Speech-to-Speech Services
for Individuals with Hearing and
Speech Disabilities; Structure and
Practices of the Video Relay Service
Program; Misuse of Internet Protocol
Captioned Telephone Service, CG
Docket Nos. 03-123, 10-51, and 13-24,
Report and Order, 87 FR 57645,
September 21, 2022 (Registration Grace
Period Order), allowing IP CTS and
Video Relay Service (VRS) providers to

provide compensable service to a new
user for up to two weeks after
submitting the user’s information to the
Database if the user’s identity is verified
within that period, in order to offer
more efficient service to IP CTS and
VRS users without risk of waste, fraud,
and abuse to the Fund.

On September 30, 2022, the
Commission released the Accessible
Carceral Communications Order, Rates
for Interstate Inmate Calling Services,
WC Docket No. 12—-375, Fourth Report
and Order, 87 FR 75496, December 9,
2022, (Accessible Carceral
Communications Order), requiring
inmate calling services providers to
provide incarcerated TRS-eligible users
the ability to access any relay service
eligible for TRS Fund support. To
facilitate the registration of IP CTS users
in carceral facilities, the Commission
amended the registration and
verification requirements for individual
users.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.
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SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
the Commission) invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Comments are requested concerning:
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of

information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
The FCC may not conduct or sponsor a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid control
number. No person shall be subject to
any penalty for failing to comply with

a collection of information subject to the
PRA that does not display a valid Office
of Management and Budget (OMB)
control number.

DATES: Written PRA comments should
be submitted on or before November 30,
2026. If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments, but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contact listed below as soon
as possible.

ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to
Nicole Ongele, FCC, via email PRA@
fecc.gov and to nicole.ongele@fcc.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information about the
information collection, contact Nicole
Ongele, (202) 418-2991.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Control Number: 3060-0113.

Title: Form 2100, Schedule 396—
Broadcast Equal Employment
Opportunity Program Report.

Form Number: FCC 2100, Schedule
396.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities, Not-for-profit
institutions.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 1,479 respondents and 1,479
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 0.5—2
hours.

Frequency of Response: On renewal
reporting requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority which covers this information
collection is contained in section 154(i)
and 303 of the Communications Act of
1934, as amended.

Total Annual Burden: 2,280 hours.

Total Annual Cost: $333,000.

Needs and Uses: The Broadcast Equal
Employment Opportunity (EEO)
Program Report, FCC Form 2100,
Schedule 396, is a device that is used to
evaluate a licensee’s EEO program to
ensure that satisfactory efforts are being
made to comply with FCC’s EEO
requirements. Schedule 396 is required
to be filed at the time of renewal of
license by all AM, FM, TV, Class A and
Low Power TV and International
stations as well as Satellite Digital
Audio Radio Service (“SDARS”)
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licensees.! The recordkeeping
requirements for FCC Form 2100,
Schedule 396 are covered under OMB
control number 3060-0214.

Federal Communications Commaission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary, Office of the Secretary.
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AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended
(“Privacy Act”), this document
announces a new computer matching
program the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC or Commission or
Agency) and the Universal Service
Administrative Company (USAC) will
conduct with the Georgia Department of
Human Services, Department of Family
and Children Service. The purpose of
this matching program is to verify the
eligibility of applicants to and
subscribers of Lifeline, which is
administered by USAC under the
direction of the FCC. More information
about this program is provided in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below.

DATES: Written comments are due on or
before October 29, 2026. This computer
matching program will commence on
October 29, 2026, and will conclude
after 18 months.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Shana
Yates, FCC, 45 L Street NE, Washington,
DC 20554, or to Privacy@fcc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shana Yates at (202) 418—0683 or
Privacy@fcc.gov.

11n 1997, the Commission determined that
SDARS licensees must comply with the
Commission’s EEO requirements. See Establishment
of Rules and Policies for the Digital Audio Radio
Satellite Service in the 2310-2360 MHz Frequency
Band, 12 FCC Red 5754, 5791,) 91 (1997) (1997
SDARS Order”’), FCC 97-70. In 2008, the
Commission clarified that SDARS licensees must
comply with the Commission’s EEO broadcast rules
and policies, including the same recruitment,
outreach, public file, website posting, record-
keeping, reporting, and self-assessment obligations
required of broadcast licensees, consistent with 47
CFR 73.2080, as well as any other Commission EEO
policies. See Applications for Consent to the
Transfer of Control of Licenses, SM Satellite Radio
Holdings Inc., Transferor, to Sirius Satellite Radio
Inc., Transferee, 23 FCC Rcd 12348, 12426,) 174,
and note 551 (2008) (“XM-Sirius Merger Order”).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Lifeline program provides support for
discounted broadband and voice
services to low-income consumers.
Lifeline is administered by the
Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC) under FCC direction.
Consumers qualify for Lifeline through
proof of income or participation in a
qualifying program, such as Medicaid,
the Supplemental Nutritional
Assistance Program (SNAP), Federal
Public Housing Assistance,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI),
Veterans and Survivors Pension Benefit,
or various Tribal-specific federal
assistance programs.

In a Report and Order adopted on
March 31, 2016, (81 FR 33026, May 24,
2016) (2016 Lifeline Modernization
Order), the Commission ordered USAC
to create a National Lifeline Eligibility
Verifier (‘“National Verifier”), including
the National Lifeline Eligibility Database
(LED), that would match data about
Lifeline applicants and subscribers with
other data sources to verify the
eligibility of an applicant or subscriber.
The Commission found that the
National Verifier would reduce
compliance costs for Lifeline service
providers, improve service for Lifeline
subscribers, and reduce waste, fraud,
and abuse in the program.

Participating Agencies

Georgia Department of Human
Services, Department of Family and
Children Service (source agency);
Federal Communications Commission
(recipient agency) and Universal Service
Administrative Company.

Authority for Conducting the Matching
Program

The authority to conduct the
matching program for the FCC’s Lifeline
program is 47 U.S.C. 254(a) through (c),
and (j).

Purpose(s)

The purpose of this new matching
agreement is to verify the eligibility of
applicants and subscribers to Lifeline
and other Federal programs that use
qualification for Lifeline as an eligibility
criterion. This new agreement will
permit eligibility verification for the
Lifeline program by checking an
applicant’s/subscriber’s participation in
SNAP in Georgia Department of Human
Services, Department of Family and
Children Service. Under FCC rules,
consumers receiving these benefits
qualify for Lifeline discounts.

Categories of Individuals

The categories of individuals whose
information is involved in the matching

program include, but are not limited to,
those individuals who have applied for
Lifeline; are currently receiving Lifeline;
are individuals who enable another
individual in their household to qualify
for Lifeline; are minors whose status
qualifies a parent or guardian for
Lifeline; or are individuals who have
received Lifeline.

Categories of Records

The categories of records involved in
the matching program include the last
four digits of the applicant’s Social
Security Number, date of birth, first and
last name. The National Verifier will
transfer these data elements to the
Georgia Department of Human Services,
Department of Family and Children
Service which will respond either “yes”
or “no” that the individual is enrolled
in a qualifying assistance program:
SNAP administered by the Georgia
Department of Human Services,
Department of Family and Children
Service.

System(s) of Records

The records shared as part of this
matching program reside in the Lifeline
system of records, FCC/WCB-1,
Lifeline, which was published in the
Federal Register at 91 FR 9251 (Feb. 25,
2026).

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary.
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Sunshine Act; Open Commission
Meeting Wednesday, September 30,
2026

September 23, 2026.

The Federal Communications
Commission will hold an Open Meeting
on the subjects listed below on
Wednesday, September 30, 2026, which
is scheduled to commence at 10:30 a.m.
in the Commission Meeting Room of the
Federal Communications Commission,
45 L Street NE, Washington, DC.

While attendance at the Open Meeting
is available to the public, the FCC
headquarters building is not open access
and all guests must check in with and
be screened by FCC security at the main
entrance on L Street. Attendees at the
Open Meeting will not be required to
have an appointment but must
otherwise comply with protocols
outlined at: www.fcc.gov/visit. Open
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