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The NMFS OPR requested initiation
of section 7 consultation with the NMFS
West Coast Region (WCR) for the
issuance of this IHA. On September 18,
2026, WCR concluded that NMFS’
current action remains covered by the
programmatic Biological Opinion
(WCRO-2016—00018) completed for the
issuance of regulations preceding this
IHA (83 FR 9366, March 5, 2018), and
that reinitiation of the consultation is
not required. WCR specified that the
new IHA is consistent with the original
effects analysis included in the original
programmatic opinion, and OPR’s
action would not change the
conclusions nor the effects of the
proposed action as written in the
Biological Opinion.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216—6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an
THA) and alternatives with respect to
potential impacts on the human
environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no
anticipated serious injury or mortality)
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216—
6A, which do not individually or
cumulatively have the potential for
significant impacts on the quality of the
human environment and for which we
have not identified any extraordinary
circumstances that would preclude this
categorical exclusion. Accordingly,
NMFS has determined that the issuance
of this ITHA qualifies to be categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.

Authorization

NMEF'S has issued an IHA to the Navy
for the potential harassment of small
numbers of 10 marine mammal species
incidental to conducting the 2026 MPR
Project in Puget Sound, Washington,
Washington, that includes previously
explained mitigation,

Dated: September 25, 2026.

Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
United States/Canada Steering
Committee to consider actions affecting
New England fisheries in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.

DATES: This meeting will be held on
Friday, October 16, 2026 at 8:30 a.m.
EDT Webinar registration URL
information:
https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/meeting/
register/dd_-yj3kR50paDUwCw]rkQ.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the Marriott Boston Downtown/North
Station, 107 Beverly Street, Boston, MA
02114; Phone (617) 725—-0003.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The United States/Canada Steering
Committee will meet to review
information presented by the Species at
Risk Working Group and the
Transboundary Management Guidance
Committee (TMGC). The Committee will
also plan for 2027 TMGC and Steering
Committee meetings and review plans
for the TMGC process review. Other
business will be discussed as necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on the agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the

emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Cate
O’Keefe, Executive Director, at (978)
465-0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 30, 2026.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—20268 Filed 10—-1-26; 8:45 am]
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COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Determination Under the Textile and
Apparel Commercial Availability
Provision of the Dominican Republic-
Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement (“CAFTA-DR”)

AGENCY: The Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements.
ACTION: Determination to add a product

in unrestricted quantities to Annex 3.25
of the CAFTA-DR.

SUMMARY: The Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(“CITA”) has determined that certain
faux leather fabric bonded to a pile
fabric, as specified below, is not
available in commercial quantities in a
timely manner in the CAFTA-DR
countries. The product is added to the
list in Annex 3.25 of the CAFTA-DR in
unrestricted quantities.

DATES: Applicable Date: October 2,
2026.

ADDRESSES: https://otexaprod.trade.gov/
otexacapublicsite/requests/cafta under
“Approved Requests,” File Number:
CA2026008.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kayla Johnson, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482-2532 or Kayla.Johnson@
trade.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Authority: The CAFTA-DR; Section
203(0)(4) of the Dominican Republic-
Central America-United States Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act
(“CAFTA-DR Implementation Act”),
Public Law 109-53; the Statement of
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