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provide an overall level of safety 
equivalent to that of a nonexempted 
vehicle, statements made in NHTSA’s 
2013 final rule as well as excerpts from 
the agency’s discussion in the June 2022 
Federal Register notice granting 
temporary exemptions to the 13 
petitioners. Specifically, each petitioner 
cites NHTSA’s statement that it 
‘‘believes a shoulder belt is of limited 
value on side-facing seats for the 
reasons explained in the [November 
2013] final rule.’’ Each petitioner also 
cites NHTSA’s conclusion that ‘‘[g]iven 
the uncertainties about shoulder belts 
on side-facing seats, the few side-facing 
seats there are on buses subject to the 
November 2013 final rule, and that 
FMVSS No. 208 does not require 
shoulder belts on side-facing seats on 
any other vehicle type, NHTSA is 
granting the petitions for temporary 
exemption.’’ Each petitioner states that 
the considerations and conclusions from 
the 2022 grant and 2025 renewal are 
still pertinent. Additional details are 
provided in the petitions, which may be 
located in the docket identified at the 
top of this document. 

Pursuant to 49 CFR 555.5(b)(7), 
petitioners must state why granting an 
exemption allowing it to install Type 1 
instead of Type 2 seat belts in side- 
facing seats would be in the public 
interest and consistent with the 
objectives of the Safety Act. Each 
petitioner states that granting an 
exemption would allow the petitioner 
the option to continue providing seat 
belts at side-facing seating positions that 
are equivalent to or exceed the safety 
performance of Type 2 belts under the 
requirements in FMVSS No. 208 
(S4.4.5.1.2(c)). Each petitioner also cites 
NHTSA’s statements from the 2022 
grant notice in which NHTSA stated 
that it believes that granting the 
petitioners’ exemption requests is 
consistent with the public interest and 
that granting the exemptions would 
provide relief to small businesses by 
providing ‘‘an objective standard that is 
easy for manufacturers to understand 
and meet.’’ 

In support of the petitions, each 
petitioner also states that only a small 
number of entertainer-type 
motorcoaches with side-facing seats are 
manufactured in the U.S. market each 
year and that the number of vehicles it 
would produce within any 12-month 
period would be well below the 2,500 
limit in part 555. 

Each petitioner also indicates that it 
expects to seek to renew this exemption, 
if granted, at the end of the exemption 
period. 

III. Effective Date for Renewals, if 
Granted 

As noted above, under 49 CFR 
555.8(e), ‘‘[i]f an application for renewal 
of temporary exemption that meets the 
requirements of § 555.5 has been filed 
not later than 60 days before the 
termination date of an exemption, the 
exemption does not terminate until the 
Administrator grants or denies the 
application for renewal.’’ As the 
previously granted temporary 
exemptions for the 13 manufacturers 
was set to end on June 1, 2026, and 
NHTSA received the petitions on April 
1, 2026, the petitions were submitted by 
the deadline specified in 49 CFR 
555.8(e). Accordingly, the exemptions 
will not terminate until the 
Administrator grants or denies the 
application for renewal. Since the 
original two-year exemptions would 
have expired on June 1, 2026, if granted, 
the new exemption period would run 
from June 1, 2026 to June 1, 2028. 

In addition, because each petitioner 
cited the low number of entertainer-type 
motorcoaches produced each year in 
support of its assertion that granting the 
renewals would be in the public 
interest, NHTSA is requesting that each 
of the petitioners submit, during the 
comment period, the total number of 
vehicles it produced during its initial 
exemption period from June 1, 2024 to 
June 1, 2026. 

IV. Comment Period 

The agency seeks comment from the 
public on the merits of the petitions 
requesting renewals of temporary 
exemptions from FMVSS No. 208’s 
shoulder belt requirement for side- 
facing seats. NHTSA would like to make 
clear that the petitioners seek to install 
lap belts at the side-facing seats; they do 
not seek to be completely exempted 
from a belt requirement. Further, the 
petitioners’ requests do not pertain to 
forward-facing designated seating 
positions on their vehicles. Under 
FMVSS No. 208, forward-facing seating 
positions on motorcoaches must have 
Type 2 lap and shoulder belts, and the 
petitioners are not raising issues about 
that requirement for forward-facing 
seats. After considering public 
comments and other available 
information, NHTSA will publish a 
notice of final action on the petitions in 
the Federal Register. 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 30113 and 30166; 
delegation of authority at 49 CFR 1.95. 

Jonathan Morrison, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2026–20496 Filed 10–6–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) will 
hold a public meeting on December 1– 
2, 2026, to provide updates and insights 
into ongoing activities across NHTSA’s 
safety research programs. The meeting 
will be held in-person and will feature 
panel presentations and research posters 
by representatives from the Offices of 
Vehicle Safety Research and Behavioral 
Safety Research. Each research panel 
will conclude with an opportunity for 
the audience to ask technical questions 
related to the presented materials. 
Visual slides used in presentations and 
posters will be made available in the 
public docket following the public 
meeting. The event will not be live 
streamed; however, panel presentations 
will be recorded and made available on 
the NHTSA website after the event. On 
the afternoon of the first day, Tuesday, 
December 1, the Agency will also 
convene an Automated Driving Systems 
(ADS) Workshop organized by the 
Office of Automation Safety. The ADS 
Workshop will not be recorded. 
DATES: NHTSA will hold the Safety 
Research Portfolio public meeting on 
December 1–2, 2026. The ADS 
workshop will be held on the afternoon 
of December 1, 2026. Registration for the 
public meeting must be completed no 
later than November 24, 2026. The 
public docket for the Safety Research 
Public Meeting and ADS Workshop will 
remain open for comments for 90 days 
following the Public Meeting, until 
March 2, 2027. 
ADDRESSES: The Research Public 
meeting and the ADS Workshop will 
both be held in person in the West 
Atrium of the DOT Headquarters: 1200 
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC 
20590. 

Registration: Attendees must register 
at https://www.nhtsa.gov/events/nhtsa- 
safety-research-portfolio-public- 
meeting-fall-2026. Please follow the 
registration instructions presented at the 
registration site. 

Comments: You may submit 
comments about either the public 
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meeting or the workshop by any of the 
following methods: 

• Electronic submissions: Go to the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the online 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Fax: (202) 493–2251. 
• Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket 

Management, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, West Building, Suite W58– 
213, Washington, DC 20590, between 9 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, except on Federal holidays. To 
be sure someone is there to help you, 
please call (202) 366–9826 or (202) 366– 
9317 before coming. 

Instructions: All submissions must 
include the Agency name and docket 
number for this notice. Note that all 
comments received will be posted 
without change to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any 
personal information provided. Please 
see the Privacy Act below. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
read background documents or 
comments received, go to http://
www.regulations.gov at any time or the 
street address listed above. Follow the 
online instructions for accessing the 
dockets via internet. 

Privacy Act: Anyone can search the 
electronic form of all comments 
received into any of our dockets by the 
name of the individual submitting the 
comment (or signing the comment, if 
submitted on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (65 FR 
19477–78), or you may visit http://
www.regulations.gov/privacy.html. 

Confidential Business Information: If 
you wish to submit any information 
under a claim of confidentiality, you 
must submit your request directly to 
NHTSA’s Office of the Chief Counsel. 
Requests for confidentiality are 
governed by 49 CFR part 512. NHTSA 
is currently treating electronic 
submission as an acceptable method for 
submitting confidential business 
information to the agency under part 
512. If you would like to submit a 
request for confidential treatment, you 
may email your submission to Dan 
Rabinovitz in the Office of the Chief 
Counsel at Daniel.Rabinovitz@dot.gov or 
you may contact him for a secure file 
transfer link. At this time, you should 
not send a duplicate hardcopy of your 
electronic CBI submissions to DOT 
headquarters. If you claim that any of 
the information or documents provided 
to the agency constitute confidential 
business information within the 
meaning of 5 U.S.C. 552(b)(4) or are 

protected from disclosure pursuant to 
18 U.S.C. 1905, you must submit 
supporting information together with 
the materials that are the subject of the 
confidentiality request, in accordance 
with part 512, to the Office of the Chief 
Counsel. Your request must include a 
cover letter setting forth the information 
specified in our confidential business 
information regulation (49 CFR 512.8) 
and a certificate, pursuant to § 512.4(b) 
and part 512, appendix A. In addition, 
you should submit a copy, from which 
you have deleted the claimed 
confidential business information, to the 
Docket at the address given above. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If 
you have questions about the research 
portion of the public meeting, please 
contact Jennifer Oxenham at 
jennifer.oxenham@dot.gov. If you have 
questions about the ADS Workshop, 
please contact Debbie Sweet at 
debbie.sweet@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Each year, 
NHTSA executes a broad array of 
research programs in support of 
Administration, DOT, and agency 
priorities. The Agency’s research 
portfolio covers a diverse range of 
program areas pertaining to vehicle 
safety, including automotive 
technologies that aid drivers to avoid 
crashes, research on ADS, vehicle 
cybersecurity, crashworthiness 
including occupant protection and 
advanced crash test dummies, and 
behavioral safety, which includes safety 
countermeasures that pertain to the 
behavior and actions of drivers, 
occupants, and other road users. 

This meeting is intended to inform 
the public and NHTSA stakeholders 
about the Agency’s ongoing research 
activities in both vehicle and behavioral 
safety. NHTSA’s technical research staff 
will present recently concluded 
projects, ongoing work, and may also 
highlight early-stage research activities. 
As time permits, there will be an 
opportunity for session attendees to 
participate in Q&A sessions following 
each panel. Presentations utilized 
during the Research Public meeting will 
be posted to the docket (regulations.gov) 
after the meeting. Instructions for 
accessing the docket are found under 
the ADDRESSES heading. Updates to this 
event will be available at https://
www.nhtsa.gov/events/nhtsa-safety- 
research-portfolio-public-meeting-fall- 
2026 and NHTSA recommends checking 
back periodically for updates or 
potential schedule changes. 

The Agency invites comments on the 
information presented, as well as input 
on the Agency’s research priorities, 
research goals, and additional research 

gaps and needs the public may believe 
NHTSA should address. 

The Agency will also host an ADS 
Workshop in the afternoon of December 
1, following the conclusion of that day’s 
research panels and presentations. The 
ADS workshop will include 
presentations and an update covering 
activities in the Agency’s Office of 
Automation Safety—including the 
status of guidance documents and 
FMVSS modernization efforts. 
Following this presentation, 
stakeholders will have the opportunity 
to provide technical input and feedback 
through an interactive, round-robin 
format. Details on specific topic areas 
for both presentations and workshop 
topics will be available at https://
www.nhtsa.gov/events/nhtsa-safety- 
research-portfolio-public-meeting-fall- 
2026. 

Registration is required for anyone 
planning to attend either or both the 
public meeting and the ADS workshop. 
Instructions for registration are found 
under the ADDRESSES heading and 
participants will be able to register for 
one or both days. 

A sign language interpreter will be 
provided, and closed captioning 
services will be available. During 
registration, please indicate whether 
you may need any other type of special 
accommodation. 

Should it be necessary to cancel or 
reschedule the meeting or workshop 
due to an unforeseen circumstance, 
NHTSA will take all available measures 
to notify registered participants as soon 
as possible. The Safety Research 
Portfolio public meeting will not be live 
streamed but will be recorded, and a 
recording will be made available after 
the event. The ADS workshop will not 
be recorded. 

Issued under authority delegated in 49 CFR 
1.95 and 501.5. 
Cem Hatipoglu, 
Associate Administrator, Vehicle Safety 
Research. 
[FR Doc. 2026–20516 Filed 10–6–26; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Office of Foreign Assets Control 

Notice of OFAC Sanctions Action 

AGENCY: Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Treasury. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of the 
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets 
Control (OFAC) is publishing the names 
of one or more persons that have been 
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