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receive notification when the
environmental documents (EA or EIS)
are issued for this project and will be
notified of meetings associated with the
Commission’s environmental review
process.

The Commission considers all
comments received about the project in
determining the appropriate action to be
taken. However, the filing of a comment
alone will not serve to make the filer a
party to the proceeding. To become a
party, you must intervene in the
proceeding. For instructions on how to
intervene, see below.

Interventions

Any person, which includes
individuals, organizations, businesses,
municipalities, and other entities,® has
the option to file a motion to intervene
in this proceeding. Only intervenors
have the right to request rehearing of
Commission orders issued in this
proceeding and to subsequently
challenge the Commission’s orders in
the U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal.

To intervene, you must submit a
motion to intervene to the Commission
in accordance with Rule 214 of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedure 7 and the regulations under
the NGA 8 by the intervention deadline
for the project, which is 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on October 26, 2026. As
described further in Rule 214, your
motion to intervene must state, to the
extent known, your position regarding
the proceeding, as well as your interest
in the proceeding. For an individual,
this could include your status as a
landowner, ratepayer, resident of an
impacted community, or recreationist.
You do not need to have property
directly impacted by the project in order
to intervene. For more information
about motions to intervene, refer to the
FERC website at hitps://www.ferc.gov/
resources/guides/how-to/intervene.asp.

There are two ways to submit your
motion to intervene. In both instances,
please reference the Project docket
number CP26-585-000 in your
submission.

(1) You may file your motion to
intervene by using the Commission’s
eFiling feature, which is located on the
Commission’s website (www.ferc.gov)
under the link to Documents and
Filings. New eFiling users must first
create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You will be asked to select
the type of filing you are making; first
select “General” and then select
“Intervention.” The eFiling feature

618 CFR 385.102(d).
718 CFR 385.214.
818 CFR 157.10.

includes a document-less intervention
option; for more information, visit
https://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/efiling/
document-less-intervention.pdyf.; or

(2) You can file a paper copy of your
motion to intervene, along with three
copies, by mailing the documents to the
address below. Your motion to
intervene must reference the Project
docket number CP26-585-000.

To file via USPS: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 888 First Street
NE, Washington, DC 20426.

To file via any other courier: Debbie-
Anne A. Reese, Secretary, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, 12225
Wilkins Avenue, Rockville, Maryland
20852.

The Commission encourages
electronic filing of motions to intervene
(option 1 above) and has eFiling staff
available to assist you at (202) 502—8258
or FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov.

Protests and motions to intervene
must be served on the applicant either
by mail at: Katelyn Richardson,
Regulatory Analyst IV, Eastern Shore
Natural Gas Company, 500 Energy Lane,
Suite 200, Dover, Delaware 19901 or by
email (with a link to the document) at
kcraig@chpk.com. Any subsequent
submissions by an intervenor must be
served on the applicant and all other
parties to the proceeding. Contact
information for parties can be
downloaded from the service list at the
eService link on FERC Online. Service
can be via email with a link to the
document.

All timely, unopposed ¢ motions to
intervene are automatically granted by
operation of Rule 214(c)(1).1° Motions to
intervene that are filed after the
intervention deadline are untimely, and
may be denied. Any late-filed motion to
intervene must show good cause for
being late and must explain why the
time limitation should be waived and
provide justification by reference to
factors set forth in Rule 214(d) of the
Commission’s Rules and Regulations.1?
A person obtaining party status will be
placed on the service list maintained by
the Secretary of the Commission and
will receive copies (paper or electronic)
of all documents filed by the applicant
and by all other parties.

Tracking the Proceeding

Throughout the proceeding,
additional information about the project
will be available from OPP at (202) 502—

9The applicant has 15 days from the submittal of
a motion to intervene to file a written objection to
the intervention.

1018 CFR 385.214(c)(1).

1118 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and (d).

6595 or on the FERC website at
www.ferc.gov using the “eLibrary’’ link
as described above. The eLibrary link
also provides access to the texts of all
formal documents issued by the
Commission, such as orders, notices,
and rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. For more information and to
register, go to www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp.

Intervention Deadline: 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Time on October 26, 2026.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: October 5, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—-20659 Filed 10-7-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6717-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

[Docket No. CP26—130-000]

Northern Natural Gas Company; Notice
of Availability of the Environmental
Assessment for the Proposed Ventura
to Farmington A-Line Abandonment
and Capacity Replacement Project and
Northern Lights 2027 Expansion
Project

The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) has prepared an
environmental assessment (EA) for the
Ventura to Farmington A-line
Abandonment and Capacity
Replacement Project and Northern
Lights 2027 Expansion Project,
collectively referred to as “‘Project”,
proposed by Northern Natural Gas
Company (Northern) in the above-
referenced docket.! Northern requests
authorization to construct, operate, and
abandon certain natural gas facilities in
Iowa and Minnesota. The Project would
replace the capacity lost through the
abandonment and provide an additional
79,303 dekatherms per day of
incremental firm service.

1For tracking purposes under the National
Environmental Policy Act, the unique identification
number for documents relating to this
environmental review is EAXX-019-20-000—
1776779749.
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Any person wishing to comment on
the EA may do so. To ensure
consideration of your comments on the
proposal prior to making a decision on
the project, it is important that the
Commission receive your comments on
or before 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on
November 2, 2026. Instructions for filing
comments are provided on page 3.

FERC is the lead federal agency for
authorizing interstate natural gas
transmission facilities under the Natural
Gas Act of 1938 (NGA) and the lead
federal agency for preparation of the EA.
The EA assesses the potential
environmental effects of the Project in
accordance with the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) 2 and the Commission’s
implementing regulations.? The
principal purposes of the EA are to:
identify and assess the potential effects
on the natural and human environment;
describe and evaluate reasonable
alternatives; identify and recommend
mitigation measures; and facilitate
public involvement in the
environmental review process. The EA
concludes that approval of the proposed
project would not constitute a major
federal action significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment.

The EA addresses the potential
environmental effects of the
abandonment, construction, and
operation of the following project
facilities:

¢ abandonment-in-place of
approximately 106 miles of mainline
along the M500 A-line pipeline system
from the Ventura compressor station to
the Farmington compressor station;

¢ abandonment-in-place of 25 miles
of mainline along the M500 J-line
pipeline system;

¢ construction and operation of a 36-
inch-diameter, 8.3-mile-long extension
to the existing Lake Mills M500 E-line;

¢ construction and operation of a 36-
inch-diameter, 2.1-mile-long extension
to the existing Albert Lea M500 E-line;

¢ construct a 30-inch-diameter, 7.5-
mile-long extension to the existing
Faribault M500 D-line;

e construction and operation of 10
pipeline extensions totaling
approximately 29 miles of variable-
diameter pipe;

e uprate and conduct aboveground
facility modifications within the
existing Hugo compressor station;

2National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (Public Law [Pub. L.] 91-190. 42 U.S.C.
4321-4347, as amended by Pub. L. 94-52, July 3,
1975; Pub. L. 94-83, August 9, 1975; Pub. L. 97—
258, 4(b), September 13, 1982; Pub. L. 118-5, June
3,2023; Pub. L. 119-21, ]uly 4, 2025).

318 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 380.

¢ construction of two new receiver
facilities that include the relocation of
existing receivers;

¢ relocation of one existing receiver;

¢ construction of nine new valve
settings and associated valves and
piping, including a new rupture
mitigation valve facility;

o the expansion of one existing block
valve setting;

o the removal of one receiver facility
and four existing tie-in valve settings;
and

e removal and replacement of
associated aboveground appurtenances
and aboveground facilities.

The Commission mailed a copy of the
Notice of Availability of the EA to
federal, state, and local government
representatives and agencies; elected
officials; Native American tribes;
environmental and public interest
groups; potentially affected landowners
and other interested individuals and
groups; and media outlets and libraries
in the project area. The EA is only
available in electronic format. It may be
viewed and downloaded from the
FERC’s website (www.ferc.gov), on the
natural gas environmental documents
page (https://www.ferc.gov/industries-
data/natural-gas/environment/
environmental-documents). In addition,
the EA may be accessed by using the
eLibrary link on the FERC’s website.
Click on the eLibrary link (https://
elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/search), select
“General Search” and enter the docket
number in the “Docket Number” field,
excluding the last three digits (i.e.,
CP26-130). Be sure you have selected
an appropriate date range. For
assistance, please contact FERC Online
Support at FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov
or toll free at (866) 208—3676, or for
TTY, contact (202) 502—8659.

The EA is not a decision document.

It presents Commission staff’s
independent analysis of the
environmental issues for the
Commission to consider when
addressing the merits of all issues in
this proceeding. Under section 7(c) of
the NGA, the Commission determines
whether interstate natural gas
transportation facilities are in the public
convenience and necessity and, if so,
grants a Certificate of Public
Convenience and Necessity to construct
and operate them. Section 7(b) of the
NGA specifies that no natural gas
company shall abandon any portion of
its facilities subject to the Commission’s
jurisdiction without the Commission
first finding that the abandonment will
not negatively affect the present or
future public convenience and
necessity. The Commission bases its
decisions on both economic issues,

including need, and environmental
effects.

Your comments should focus on the
EA’s disclosure and discussion of
potential environmental effects,
reasonable alternatives, and measures to
avoid or lessen environmental effects.
The more specific your comments, the
more useful they will be. For your
convenience, there are three methods
you can use to file your comments to the
Commission. The Commission
encourages electronic filing of
comments and has staff available to
assist you at (866) 208—3676 or
FercOnlineSupport@ferc.gov. Please
carefully follow these instructions so
that your comments are properly
recorded.

(1) You can file your comments
electronically using the eComment
feature on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to FERC
Online. This is an easy method for
submitting brief, text-only comments on
a project;

(2) You can also file your comments
electronically using the eFiling feature
on the Commission’s website
(www.ferc.gov) under the link to FERC
Online. With eFiling, you can provide
comments in a variety of formats by
attaching them as a file with your
submission. New eFiling users must
first create an account by clicking on
“eRegister.” You must select the type of
filing you are making. If you are filing
a comment on a particular project,
please select “Comment on a Filing”; or

(3) You can file a paper copy of your
comments by mailing them to the
Commission. Be sure to reference the
project docket number (CP26—-130-000)
on your letter. Submissions sent via the
U.S. Postal Service must be addressed
to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
888 First Street NE, Room 1A,
Washington, DC 20426. Submissions
sent via any other carrier must be
addressed to: Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 12225 Wilkins Avenue,
Rockville, Maryland 20852.

Filing environmental comments will
not give you intervenor status, but you
do not need intervenor status to have
your comments considered. Only
intervenors have the right to seek
rehearing or judicial review of the
Commission’s decision. At this point in
this proceeding, the timeframe for filing
timely intervention requests has
expired. Any person seeking to become
a party to the proceeding must file a
motion to intervene out-of-time
pursuant to Rule 214(b)(3) and (d) of the
Commission’s Rules of Practice and
Procedures (18 CFR 385.214(b)(3) and
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(d)) and show good cause why the time
limitation should be waived. Motions to
intervene are more fully described at
https://www.ferc.gov/how-intervene.

For public inquiries and assistance
with making filings such as
interventions, comments, or requests for
rehearing, contact the Office of Public
Participation at (202)502—6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. Additional information about
the project is available from the FERC
website (www.ferc.gov) using the
eLibrary link. The eLibrary link also
provides access to the texts of all formal
documents issued by the Commission,
such as orders, notices, and
rulemakings.

In addition, the Commission offers a
free service called eSubscription which
allows you to keep track of all formal
issuances and submittals in specific
dockets. This can reduce the amount of
time you spend researching proceedings
by automatically providing you with
notification of these filings, document
summaries, and direct links to the
documents. Go to https://www.ferc.gov/
ferc-online/overview to register for
eSubscription.

(Authority: 18 CFR 2.1)
Dated: October 2, 2026.
Debbie-Anne A. Reese,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2026—-20580 Filed 10-7—26; 8:45 am]
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Ampersand Ogdensburg Hydro, LLC;
Notice of Scoping Period Requesting
Comments on Environmental Issues
for the Proposed Ogdensburg
Hydroelectric Project

Take notice that the following
hydroelectric application has been filed
with the Commission and is available
for public inspection.

a. Type of Application: New License.

b. Project No.: 9821-109.

c. Date Filed: May 30, 2025.

d. Applicant: Ampersand Ogdensburg
Hydro, LLC (Ampersand).

e. Name of Project: Ogdensburg
Hydroelectric Project.

f. Location: On the Oswegatchie River
in the city of Ogdensburg, St. Lawrence
County, New York.

g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal Power
Act, 16 U.S.C. 791(a)-825(1).

h. Applicant Contact: Jason Huang,
Director, 717 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1A,
Boston, MA 02111; telephone at (617)

933-7200; email at jasonh@
ampersandenergy.com.

i. FERC Contact: Joshua Dub, Project
Coordinator, Great Lakes Branch,
Division of Hydropower Licensing;
telephone at (202) 502—-8138; email at
Joshua.Dub@ferc.gov.

j- The staff of the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission (FERC or
Commission) will prepare an
environmental document that will
discuss the environmental effects of
relicensing the Ogdensburg
Hydroelectric Project. The Commission
will use this environmental document
in its decision-making process to
determine whether to issue a new
license for the project.

k. This notice announces the opening
of the scoping process the Commission
will use to gather input from the public
and interested agencies regarding the
project. This notice is intended to
advise all participants as to the potential
scope of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) document and to
seek additional information pertinent to
this analysis. Commission staff does not
intend to issue a separate scoping
document.

As part of the NEPA review process,
the Commission takes into account
concerns the public may have about
proposals and the environmental effects
that could result from its action
whenever it considers the issuance of a
hydropower license. This gathering of
public input is referred to as “scoping.”
The main goal of the scoping process is
to focus the analysis in the
environmental document on the
important environmental issues.

1. Scoping Comments: By this notice,
the Commission requests written public
comments on the scope of issues to
address in the environmental document.
To ensure that your comments are
timely and properly recorded, please
submit your comments so that the
Commission receives them in
Washington, DC on or before 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Daylight Time on November 4,
2026.

Comments should focus on the
potential environmental effects and
reasonable alternatives. Your input will
help the Commission staff determine
what issues they need to evaluate in the
environmental document. Commission
staff will consider all written comments
during the preparation of the
environmental document.

The Commission strongly encourages
electronic filing. Please file scoping
comments using the Commission’s
eFiling system at https://
ferconline.ferc.gov/FERCOnline.aspx.
Commenters can submit brief comments
up to 10,000 characters, without prior

registration, using the eComment system
at https://ferconline.ferc.gov/
QuickComment.aspx. For assistance,
please contact FERC Online Support at
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, (866)
208-3676 (toll free), or (202) 502—8659
(TTY). In lieu of electronic filing, you
may submit a paper copy. Submissions
sent via the U.S. Postal Service must be
addressed to: Debbie Anne A. Reese,
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, 888 First Street NE, Room
1A, Washington, DC 20426.
Submissions sent via any other carrier
must be addressed to: Debbie-Anne A.
Reese, Secretary, Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, 12225 Wilkins
Avenue, Rockville, MD 20852. All
filings must clearly identify the project
name and docket number on the first
page: Ogdensburg Hydroelectric Project
(P—9821-109).

The Commission’s Rules of Practice
and Procedure require all intervenors
filing documents with the Commission
to serve a copy of that document on
each person on the official service list
for the project. Further, if an intervenor
files comments or documents with the
Commission relating to the merits of an
issue that may affect the responsibilities
of a particular resource agency, they
must also serve a copy of the document
on that resource agency.

m. The application is not ready for
environmental analysis at this time.

n. Project Description: The project
consists of a 504.5-foot-long, 12-foot-
high concrete dam that includes: (1) a
130-foot-long, 76-foot-wide powerhouse
that includes: (a) an intake structure
with five stoplog gates and trashracks
with 1-inch clear bar spacing; and (b)
five 596-kilowatt (kW) horizontal
Kaplan turbine-generator units (Units 1
to 5), for a total installed capacity of
2,980 kW; (2) a 38.5-foot-long non-
overflow section with three 9-foot-long
sluice gates; (3) a 330-foot-long ogee
spillway with a crest elevation of 258.0
feet above the National Geodetic
Vertical Datum of 1929 (NGVD 29); and
(4) a 6-foot-long east abutment. The dam
creates an impoundment that has a
surface area of 290 acres at a normal
maximum surface elevation of 258 feet
NGVD 29.

Water from the impoundment flows to
Units 1 through 4, and then to a 235-
foot-long tailrace that empties into the
Oswegatchie River immediately
downstream of the dam. Water also
flows from the impoundment to Unit 5,
and then to a 75-foot-long tailrace that
empties into the Oswegatchie River
approximately 620 feet downstream of
the dam.

Electricity generated at the
powerhouse is transmitted to the
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