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1 EPA would not regard any such future 
adjustments (if any) to the proposed consent decree 
as material and does not intend, in such event, to 
give further notice of the proposed consent decree. 

EPA has determined that the Consumer 
Confidence Report Rule Revisions 
submitted by Arkansas are no less 
stringent than the corresponding 
Federal regulations. Therefore, the EPA 
intends to approve this PWSS program 
revision package. 

Authority: Section 1413 of the Safe 
Drinking Water Act, as amended (1996), 
and 40 CFR part 142 of the National 
Primary Drinking Water Regulations. 

Dated: October 14, 2026. 
Walter Mason, 
Regional Administrator, Region 6. 
[FR Doc. 2026–21602 Filed 10–21–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the Clean 
Air Act, as amended (CAA or the Act), 
notice is given of a proposed consent 
decree in Our Children’s Earth 
Foundation v. Zeldin, No. 3:25–cv– 
08994–WHO. On October 19, 2025, 
Plaintiff Our Children’s Earth 
Foundation filed a complaint in the 
United States District Court for the 
Northern District of California, San 
Francisco Division. Plaintiff alleged that 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA or the Agency) failed to perform 
certain non-discretionary duties in 
accordance with the Act to timely 
respond to numerous state 
implementation plan (SIP) submissions 
from the State of California. The EPA is 
providing notice of this proposed 
consent decree, which would resolve all 
claims in the case by establishing 
deadlines for the EPA to take final 
actions as specified in the decree. 
DATES: Written comments on the 
proposed consent decree must be 
received by November 23, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
identified by Docket ID No. EPA–HQ– 
OGC–2026–9077, online at https://
www.regulations.gov (EPA’s preferred 
method). Follow the online instructions 
for submitting comments. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the Docket ID number for 
this action. Comments received may be 
posted without change to https://
www.regulations.gov, including any 

personal information provided. For 
detailed instructions on sending 
comments and additional information 
on the rulemaking process, see the 
‘‘Additional Information about 
Commenting on the Proposed Consent 
Decree’’ heading under the 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of 
this document. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Catherine Schluter, Region IX, Office of 
Regional Counsel, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency; telephone (415) 972– 
3911; schluter.catherine@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Obtaining a Copy of the Proposed 
Consent Decree 

The official public docket for this 
action (identified by Docket ID No. 
EPA–HQ–OGC–2026–9077) contains a 
copy of the proposed consent decree. 
The official public docket is available 
for public viewing at the Office of 
Environmental Information (OEI) Docket 
in the EPA Docket Center, EPA West, 
Room 3334, 1301 Constitution Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC. The EPA Docket 
Center Public Reading Room is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, excluding legal 
holidays. The telephone number for the 
Public Reading Room is (202) 566–1744 
and the telephone number for the OEI 
Docket is (202) 566–1752. 

The electronic version of the public 
docket for this action contains a copy of 
the proposed consent decree and is 
available through https://
www.regulations.gov. You may use 
https://www.regulations.gov to submit 
or view public comments, access the 
index listing of the contents of the 
official public docket, and access those 
documents in the public docket that are 
available electronically. Once in the 
system, key in the appropriate docket 
identification number then select 
‘‘search.’’ 

II. Additional Information About the 
Proposed Consent Decree 

The proposed consent decree would 
establish deadlines for EPA to take 
action pursuant to CAA section 110(k) 
on certain SIP submissions by the State 
of California. Under the terms of the 
proposed consent decree, EPA shall, in 
accordance with a stated schedule, take 
final action in response to all the 
California SIP submittals identified in 
the litigation that are still at issue (i.e., 
that EPA has not otherwise taken action 
on during the pending litigation). The 
schedule requires EPA to take such 
action on a certain specified number of 
the California SIP submittals that are at 
issue by each of six successive dates— 

December 15, 2026, December 15, 2027, 
December 15, 2028, June 15, 2029, 
December 15, 2029, and December 15, 
2030—such that by the last such date 
EPA will have taken action on all the 
submittals. In some instances, the 
schedule specifically identifies 
particular SIP submittals in response to 
which EPA must take action by a 
specified date, but otherwise, the 
schedule states that EPA must take 
action on a minimum number of 
submittals by each date. It is possible, 
while this litigation is pending and 
before the proposed consent decree is 
final, as EPA continues in the ordinary 
course of its administrative activities, 
that EPA may take action on more of the 
California SIP submittals presently at 
issue (and which the proposed consent 
decree currently addresses). In that 
event, the parties subsequently may 
slightly adjust the proposed consent 
decree to ensure that the consent decree 
is limited to the remaining outstanding 
SIP submittals. The structure and 
essence of the proposed consent decree 
would be unchanged, though, and EPA 
will be required to take action on all of 
the remaining SIP submittals at issue in 
accordance with the prescribed 
schedule.1 

In accordance with section 113(g) of 
the CAA, for a period of thirty (30) days 
following the date of publication of this 
document, the Agency will accept 
written comments relating to the 
proposed consent decree. EPA or the 
Department of Justice may withdraw or 
withhold consent to the proposed 
consent decree if the comments disclose 
facts or considerations that indicate that 
such consent is inappropriate, 
improper, inadequate, or inconsistent 
with the requirements of the Act. 

III. Additional Information About 
Commenting on the Proposed Consent 
Decree 

Submit your comments, identified by 
Docket ID No. EPA–HQ–OGC–2026– 
9077, via https://www.regulations.gov. 
Once submitted, comments cannot be 
edited or removed from this docket. 
EPA may publish any comment received 
to its public docket. Do not submit to 
EPA’s docket at https://
www.regulations.gov any information 
you consider to be Confidential 
Business Information (CBI) or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. Multimedia 
submissions (audio, video, etc.) must be 
accompanied by a written comment. 
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The written comment is considered the 
official comment and should include 
discussion of all points you wish to 
make. EPA will generally not consider 
comments or comment contents located 
outside of the primary submission (i.e. 
on the web, cloud, or other file sharing 
system). For additional submission 
methods, the full EPA public comment 
policy, information about CBI or 
multimedia submissions, and general 
guidance on making effective 
comments, please visit https://
www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa- 
dockets. For additional information 
about submitting information identified 
as CBI, please contact the person listed 
in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section of this document. Note 
that written comments containing CBI 
and submitted by mail may be delayed 
and deliveries or couriers will be 
received by scheduled appointment 
only. 

If you submit an electronic comment, 
EPA recommends that you include your 
name, mailing address, and an email 
address or other contact information in 
the body of your comment. This ensures 
that you can be identified as the 
submitter of the comment and allows 
EPA to contact you in case EPA cannot 
read your comment due to technical 
difficulties or needs further information 
on the substance of your comment. Any 
identifying or contact information 
provided in the body of a comment will 
be included as part of the comment that 
is placed in the official public docket 
and made available in EPA’s electronic 
public docket. If EPA cannot read your 
comment due to technical difficulties 
and cannot contact you for clarification, 
EPA may not be able to consider your 
comment. 

Use of the https://
www.regulations.gov website to submit 
comments to EPA electronically is 
EPA’s preferred method for receiving 
comments. The electronic public docket 
system is an ‘‘anonymous access’’ 
system, which means EPA will not 
know your identity, email address, or 
other contact information unless you 
provide it in the body of your comment. 

Please ensure that your comments are 
submitted within the specified comment 
period. Comments received after the 
close of the comment period will be 
marked ‘‘late.’’ EPA is not required to 
consider these late comments. 

Gautam Srinivasan, 
Associate General Counsel. 
[FR Doc. 2026–21609 Filed 10–21–26; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) is planning to submit an 
information collection request (ICR), 
The National Oil and Hazardous 
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan 
Regulation, Subpart J (Renewal) (EPA 
ICR Number 1664.15, OMB Control 
Number 2050–0141) to the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) for 
review and approval in accordance with 
the Paperwork Reduction Act. Before 
doing so, EPA is soliciting public 
comments on specific aspects of the 
proposed information collection as 
described below. This is a proposed 
extension of the ICR, which is currently 
approved through May 31, 2027. This 
notice allows for 60 days for public 
comments. 
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before December 21, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments, 
referencing Docket ID Number EPA HQ– 
OPA–2207–0042, to EPA online using 
www.regulations.gov (our preferred 
method), by email to regulations.gov 
(our preferred method), or by mail to: 
EPA Docket Center, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Mail Code 28221T, 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20460. EPA’s policy is 
that all comments received will be 
included in the public docket without 
change including any personal 
information provided, unless the 
comment includes profanity, threats, 
information claimed to be Confidential 
Business Information (CBI) or other 
information whose disclosure is 
restricted by statute. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rebecca Broussard, Office of Resource 
Conservation and Recovery, Mail Code 
5104A, Environmental Protection 
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC 20460; telephone 
numbe: (202) 565–6706; email address: 
broussard.rebecca@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
proposed extension of the ICR, which is 
currently approved through May 31, 

2027. An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor and a person is not required to 
respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB 
control number. 

This notice allows 60 days for public 
comments. Supporting documents, 
which explain in detail the information 
that the EPA will be collecting, are 
available in the public docket for this 
ICR. The docket can be viewed online 
at www.regulations.gov or in person at 
the EPA Docket Center, WJC West, 
Room 3334, 1301 Constitution Ave. NW, 
Washington, DC. The telephone number 
for the Docket Center is 202–566–1744. 
For additional information about EPA’s 
public docket, visit http://www.epa.gov/ 
dockets. 

Pursuant to section 3506(c)(2)(A) of 
the PRA, EPA is soliciting comments 
and information to enable it to: (i) 
evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the Agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (ii) evaluate the 
accuracy of the Agency’s estimate of the 
burden of the proposed collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 
(iii) enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (iv) minimize the burden 
of the collection of information on those 
who are to respond, including through 
the use of appropriate forms of 
information technology. EPA will 
consider the comments received and 
amend the ICR as appropriate. The final 
ICR package will then be submitted to 
OMB for review and approval. At that 
time, EPA will issue another Federal 
Register notice to announce the 
submission of the ICR to OMB and the 
opportunity to submit additional 
comments to OMB. 

Abstract: This Information Collection 
Request (ICR) renewal supports 
activities to implement the National Oil 
and Hazardous Substances Pollution 
Contingency Plan (NCP), Subpart J (40 
CFR 300.900), Use of Dispersants and 
Other Chemicals and Biological Agents. 
The use of bioremediation agents, 
dispersants, surface washing agents, 
solidifiers, herding agents and other 
substances (e.g. sorbents) in response to 
oil spills in U.S. waters or adjoining 
shorelines is governed by Subpart J of 
the NCP regulation (40 CFR 300.900). 
Subpart J requirements include criteria 
for listing oil spill mitigating agents on 
the NCP Product Schedule and sorbent 
products on the Sorbent Product List. 
EPA’s regulation, which is codified at 
40 CFR 300.900, requires that EPA 
prepare a schedule of ‘‘dispersants, 
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