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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

[Doc. No. AMS–DA–26–0298] 

Exempt Plant Definition Request for 
Information 

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA. 
ACTION: Request for information. 

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Marketing 
Service (AMS) is seeking input from the 
public, including dairy industry 
stakeholders, on market conditions 
related to monthly route sales limits 
within the exempt plant definition in its 
regulations. AMS is requesting input on 
whether and how marketing conditions 
have changed since the definition was 
implemented in 1999. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
November 23, 2026 to be considered. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit comments concerning 
this notice. Comments may be 
submitted through the Federal e- 
rulemaking portal at https://
www.regulations.gov and should 
reference the document number, date, 
and page number of this issue of the 
Federal Register. Written comments 
may be submitted via mail to USDA/ 
AMS/Dairy Programs, Stop 0225—Room 
2530, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC 20250–0225. All 
comments submitted in response to this 
notice, including the identity of the 
individuals or entities submitting the 
comments, will be included in the 
record and made available to the public, 
and can be viewed at https://
www.regulations.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin 
Taylor, USDA/AMS/Dairy Programs, 
Order Formulation and Enforcement 
Division, STOP 0225—Room 2530, 1400 
Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 
DC 20250–0225; telephone: (202) 720– 
4392; email address: OFEB@usda.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
A nonpool plant is defined within the 

Federal milk marketing order (FMMO) 
regulations in 7 CFR 1000.8, which 
includes the definition for an exempt 
plant in § 1000.8(e), and specifically a 
definition for a de minimis plant 
exemption in § 1000.8(e)(4). The 
regulations were implemented in the 
Federal Milk Marketing Order Reform 
(Order Reform) final rule published on 
September 1, 1999 (64 FR 47898), and 
the definition of a nonpool plant has not 
been amended since. 

To determine the monthly pounds 
threshold that would qualify a plant for 
an exemption under the de minimis 
definition being established during the 
Order Reform process, AMS reviewed 
the route sales limits of all FMMOs that 
had a de minimis exempt plant 
provision in place at the time. In an 
effort not to impose a pool obligation on 
any plant that was exempt for size at the 
time, AMS selected the highest plant 
exemption level allowed in any FMMO, 
which was 150,000 pounds or less of 
monthly route disposition. 

In considering whether marketing 
conditions have changed since the 
definition was implemented in 1999, 
AMS seeks input from impacted dairy 
stakeholders on relevant market 
conditions, route disposition levels, and 
other related factors. 

Request for Information 
In this Request for Information (RFI), 

AMS will consider how fluid milk 
market conditions have changed since 
the de minimis route disposition limit 
in the exempt plant definition was 
implemented, as well as current fluid 
milk marketing conditions. Through this 
RFI, AMS is soliciting comments on the 
market effects for handlers currently 
operating an exempt plant, as well as 
the effects of the disposition limit on 
regulated handlers who are not exempt. 
All interested parties are encouraged to 
provide input during the comment 
period. AMS will review and consider 
all information submitted in response to 
this RFI. 

Respondents may provide information 
for one or more of the questions or 
topics listed below, as desired. 

1. What market conditions or other 
factors should AMS consider in 
evaluating the current de minimis 
exempt plant route disposition limit? 

2. Has the dairy market changed in 
such a way that the 150,000 pound per 
month route disposition limit may no 
longer be appropriate? If so, how? 

3. What plant data or other data 
should AMS consider in its evaluation 
of the de minimis exempt plant 
definition relative to the current 
marketing of fluid milk? 

4. What impact on the industry— 
including on producers, handlers, and 
consumers—would a change in the de 
minimis exempt plant route disposition 
have, including any increasing or 
decreasing costs for producers, 
handlers, or consumers? 

5. What effects does the de minimis 
exempt plant route disposition limit 
have on small businesses? Currently, the 
Small Business Administration defines 
a small fluid milk processing plant as a 
plant, or larger company operating 
multiple plants, with 1,150 or fewer 
employees collectively. 

Erin Morris, 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–21668 Filed 10–22–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–02–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural Marketing Service 

[Doc. No. AMS–ST–26–1486] 

Federal Seed Act Labeling and 
Enforcement; Notice of Request for 
Extension and Revision of a Currently 
Approved Information Collection 

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service, 
USDA. 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice announces the Agricultural 
Marketing Service’s (AMS) intention to 
request approval, from the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), for an 
extension of and revision to the 
currently approved information 
collection of the Federal Seed Act 
Labeling and Enforcement. 
DATES: Comments on this notice must be 
received by December 22, 2026 to be 
assured of consideration. 
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are 
invited to submit comments concerning 
this notice by using the electronic 
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process available at https://
www.regulations gov. Written comments 
may also be submitted to Ernest L. 
Allen, Director, Seed Regulatory and 
Testing Division, Science and 
Technology Program, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 801 Summit Crossing Place, 
Suite C, Gastonia, North Carolina 
28054–2193. All comments should 
reference the document number and the 
date and page number of this issue of 
the Federal Register. All comments 
received will be posted without change, 
including any personal information 
provided, at https://
www.regulations.gov and will be 
included in the record and made 
available to the public. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ernest L. Allen, Seed Regulatory and 
Testing Division, Science and 
Technology Program, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 801 Summit Crossing Place, 
Suite C, Gastonia, North Carolina 
28054–2193; telephone (704) 810–8884; 
email: Ernest.Allen@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Federal Seed Act Program. 
OMB Number: 0581–0026. 
Expiration Date of Approval: 

December 31, 2026. 
Type of Request: Extension and 

revision of a currently approved 
information collection. 

Abstract: This information collection 
and these recordkeeping requirements 
are necessary to conduct the Federal 
Seed Act (FSA) (7 U.S.C. 1551 et seq.) 
program with respect to certain testing, 
labeling, and recordkeeping 
requirements for agricultural and 
vegetable seeds in interstate commerce. 
Regulations under the FSA are 
contained in 7 CFR part 201. 

The FSA, title II, is a truth-in-labeling 
law that regulates agricultural and 
vegetable planting seed in interstate 
commerce. Seed subject to the FSA 
must be labeled with certain quality 
information and title II requires that 
information to be truthful. The FSA 
prohibits the interstate shipment of 
falsely advertised seed and seed 
containing noxious-weed seeds that are 
prohibited from sale in the State into 
which the seed is being shipped. 

No unique forms are required for this 
information collection. The FSA 
requires seed in interstate commerce to 
be tested and labeled. Once seed enters 
a State, it must comply with the testing 
and labeling requirements of that State’s 
seed law. The testing and labeling 
required by FSA nearly always satisfies 
the State’s testing and labeling 
requirements. The receiving sales, 

cleaning, testing, and labeling records 
required by FSA are also records that 
the shipper would normally keep in 
good business practice. 

The information in this collection is 
the minimum information necessary to 
effectively carry out the enforcement of 
FSA. With the exception of the 
requirements for entering a new variety 
into a State seed certification program 
(set forth separately below), the 
information collection is entirely 
recordkeeping rather than reporting. 

While the number of applicants has 
slightly increased, the number of 
requests has decreased due to expanded 
program outreach and better 
understanding of the FSA requirements 
by shippers. This has resulted in a 
decrease in burden hours over the 
previous submission. 

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting 
burden for this collection of information 
is estimated to average 2.68 hours per 
response. 

Respondents: Interstate shippers and 
labelers of seed. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
474. 

Estimated Total Annual Responses: 
1241.88. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: 2.62. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden on 
Respondents: 3,328 hours. 

Eligibility Requirements for 
Certification of New Varieties and 
Recordkeeping 

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting 
burden for this collection of information 
(eligibility for certification of new 
varieties) is estimated to average 2.42 
hours per response. 

Respondents: Entities seeking to enter 
new varieties into State seed 
certification programs. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
27. 

Estimated Total Annual Responses: 
137.16. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: 5.08. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden on 
Respondents: 332 hours. 

Comments are invited on: (1) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (3) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 

on those who are to respond, including 
the use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

AMS is committed to complying with 
the E-Government Act of 2002 to 
promote the use of the internet and 
other information technologies, to 
provide increased opportunities for 
citizen access to Government 
information and services, and for other 
purposes. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for OMB approval. All comments will 
become a matter of public record. 

Melissa Bailey, 
Associate Administrator, Agricultural 
Marketing Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–21663 Filed 10–22–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Tribal Advisory Committee; Notice of 
Solicitation for Nominations 

AGENCY: United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). 
ACTION: Notice to solicit nominations for 
membership. 

SUMMARY: Through this notice, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is 
soliciting nominations for eight (8) 
vacancies on the USDA Tribal Advisory 
Committee (‘‘the Committee’’). 
DATES: Nominations must be submitted 
via email December 8, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: Please submit nominations 
and resumes for recognition and 
appointment by the Chair or Ranking 
Member of the House Committee on 
Agriculture, the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry (official Appointors) 
through Josiah Griffin, Designated 
Federal Officer, at Tribal.Relations@
usda.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Inquiries may be sent to, Josiah Griffin, 
Designated Federal Officer, USDA, 
Office of Tribal Relations, at 
Tribal.Relations@usda.gov or by phone 
at (202) 205–2249. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Committee consists of eleven (11) 
members serving staggered terms. The 
balance of these appointments by the 
Chair and Ranking Members of the 
House Committee on Agriculture, the 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs, 
and the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry will 
be managed according to the 
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