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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2026-0563]
Chronic Wasting Disease Herd
Certification Program Standards

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of Availability.

SUMMARY: We are advising the public
that we are making available for review
and comment a revised version of the
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Herd
Certification Program Standards. The
CWD Program Standards provide
guidance on how to meet CWD Herd
Certification Program and interstate
movement requirements. We are taking
this action to address concerns of State
and industry participants regarding the
existing standards.

DATES: We will consider all comments
that we receive on or before November
25, 2026.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by either of the following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS—
2026—0563 in the Search field. Select
the Documents tab, then select the
Comment button in the list of
documents.

e Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Send your comment to Docket No.
APHIS-2026-0563, Regulatory Analysis
and Development, PPD, APHIS, 5601
Sunnyside Ave., #AP760, Beltsville, MD
20705.

Supporting documents and any
comments we receive on this docket
may be viewed at www.regulations.gov
or in our reading room, which is located
in room 1620 of the USDA South
Building, 14th Street and Independence
Avenue SW, Washington, DC. Normal
reading room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 799-7039
before coming.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Tracy Nichols, Molecular Biologist,
Cervid Health Staff, Strategy and Policy,
Veterinary Services, APHIS; 2150 Centre
Ave, Bldg. B, Fort Collins, CO 80526;
(970) 494-7380; Tracy.A.Nichols@
usda.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Chronic
wasting disease (CWD) is a
transmissible spongiform
encephalopathy of cervids (members of
Cervidae, the deer family). Species
currently known to be susceptible to
CWD include elk, mule deer, moose,

white-tail deer, sika deer, muntjac, axis,
reindeer, and black-tail deer.

In 2014, the Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS)
implemented the National CWD Herd
Certification Program (HCP), a voluntary
Federal-State-industry cooperative
program administered by APHIS and
implemented by participating States.
States and herd owners choosing to
participate must comply with the
provisions of 9 CFR part 55 and all
producers must comply with part 81
(referred to below as the regulations),
which include requirements for animal
identification, interstate movement,
fencing, recordkeeping, herd
inspections and inventories, animal
mortality testing, and response to any
findings of CWD-exposed, -suspect, or
-positive herds. APHIS monitors the
approved State HCPs to ensure
consistency with Federal standards by
means of annual State reporting and
state reviews. With each year of
successful compliance with the
requirements, participating herds will
advance in status. After 5 years of
compliance with no evidence of CWD,
the State or APHIS will certify the herd
as being low risk for CWD. Farmed
cervids may only move interstate from
enrolled herds certified as low risk for
CWD.

The CWD Program Standards, last
revised in 2019, provide detailed
guidance on how to meet the regulatory
requirements referred to above. The
Program Standards are reviewed on an
ongoing basis by APHIS in collaboration
with State agencies and industry
representatives.

We are advising the public that we
have prepared revisions of the CWD
Program Standards. The proposed
revisions include the following:

¢ Reducing the trace and quarantine
period for white-tail and mule deer, and
maintaining it for elk and other species.

e Updating indemnity prioritization
to include reducing CWD transmission
risk, strategically removing high risk
animals, and encouraging HCP
participation and genetic strategies to
lower herd susceptibility.

e Making science-based updates and
clarifications in areas that were open to
interpretation.

¢ Including guidelines for use of
predictive genetics to reduce herd CWD
susceptibility and increase CWD
prevention.

¢ Adding a section on the indemnity
appeal process and revising the
prioritization guidelines for indemnity
funds to include predictive genetics.

e Allowance for moving cervids from
a CWD positive herd to a terminal
positive quarantined hunt facility in a

wildlife endemic area in another State
with concurrence of the State Animal
Health Authorities in the origin and
receiving States.

The revised Program Standards may
be viewed on the Regulations.gov
website or in our reading room.
(Instructions for accessing
Regulations.gov and information on the
location and hours of the reading room
are provided under the heading
ADDRESSES at the beginning of this
notice.) The documents are also
available by contacting the person listed
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT.

We welcome public comment on this
notice and the proposed revisions to the
CWD Program Standards. After
considering all comments, if no
substantive changes to the proposed
revisions to the CWD Program
Standards are deemed necessary by the
APHIS Administrator based on the
comments received, the proposed
revisions to the CWD Program
Standards will be adopted as final
without subsequent publication of
another document in the Federal
Register. If substantive changes to the
proposed revisions are deemed
necessary, we will publish an additional
document in the Federal Register to
discuss them and to make available a
final version of the Program Standards
that incorporates these substantive
changes.

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 8301-8317; 7 CFR
2.22,2.80, and 371.4.

Done in Washington, DG, this 21st day of
October 2026.

Kelly Moore,

Administrator, Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. 2026—21745 Filed 10—-23—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

National Institute of Food and
Agriculture

Notice of Intent To Renew a Previously
Approved Information Collection

AGENCY: National Institute of Food and

Agriculture, USDA.

ACTION: Approval of notice and request
for comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) regulations, this notice
announces the National Institute of
Food and Agriculture’s (NIFA) intention
to renew a previously approved
information collection entitled Children,
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Youth, and Families at Risk (CYFAR)
Year End Report.

DATES: Written comments on this notice
must be received by December 28, 2026
to be assured of consideration.
Comments received after that date will
be considered to the extent practicable.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal:
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

Instructions: All comments received
will be posted without change to http://
www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laura Givens, 816-527-5379,
Laura.Givens@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title of Collection: Children, Youth,
and Families at Risk (CYFAR) Year End
Report.

OMB Control Number: 0524—0043.

Expiration Date of Current Approval:
02/28/2027.

Type of Request: Notice of intent to
renew a previously approved
information collection for three years.

Abstract: Funding for the Children,
Youth, and Families at Risk (CYFAR)
community project grants is authorized
under section 3(d) of the Smith-Lever
Act (7 U.S.C. 341 et seq.), as amended,
and other relevant authorizing
legislation, which provide jurisdictional
basis for the establishment and
operation of Extension educational work
for benefit of youth and families in
communities.

CYFAR funding supports community
programs serving children, youth, and
families in environments needing
support.

CYFAR funds are intended to support
the development of high quality,
effective programs based on research
and to document the impact of programs
on intended audiences. The CYFAR
Year End Report collects demographic
and impact data from each community
site to conduct impact evaluations of the
programs on its intended audience. The
collection of information serves several
purposes. It allows NIFA staff to gauge
if the program is reaching the audience,
and make programmatic improvements.
This collection also allows program staff
to demonstrate the impacts and capacity

that is developed in the locales where
federal assistance is provided.

The evaluation processes of CYFAR
are consistent with the requirements of
Congressional legislation and OMB. The
Government Performance and Results
Act (GPRA) of 1993 (Pub. L. 103-62),
the Federal Activities Inventory Reform
Act (FAIR) (Pub. L. 105-270), and the
Agricultural, Research, Extension and
Education Reform Act (AREERA) of
1998 (Pub. L. 105-185), together with
OMB requirements, support the
reporting requirements requested in this
information collection. The immediate
need of this information collection is to
provide a means for satisfying
accountability requirements. The long-
term objective is to provide a means to
enable the evaluation and assessment of
the effectiveness of programs receiving
federal funds and to fully satisfy
requirements of performance and
accountability legislation in GPRA, the
FAIR Act, and AREERA.

Total Estimate of Burden:

Estimated Number of Respondents:
51.

Annual Responses: 1.

Average Time to complete each
response: 23 hours.

Burden hours: 1,173 hours.

Comments: Comments are invited on:
(a) Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the Agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information; (c) ways to
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity
of the information to be collected; and
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
to OMB for approval. All comments will
become a matter of public record.

Obtaining a Copy of the Information
Collection: A copy of the information
collection and related instructions may
be obtained free of charge by contacting
Laura Givens as directed above.

Done at Kansas City, MO, this day of
October 19,2026.

Drenda Williams,

Associate Director for Operations, National
Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

[FR Doc. 2026—21724 Filed 10—-23—-26; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-22-P

CIVIL RIGHTS COLD CASE RECORDS
REVIEW BOARD

[Agency Docket Number: CRCCRRB-2027-
0001-N]

Notice of Formal Determination on
Records Release

AGENCY: Civil Rights Cold Case Records
Review Board.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Civil Rights Cold Case
Records Review Board previously
reviewed and made formal disclosure
determinations on records related to
civil rights cold case incidents 2023—
002—-013 and 2024—003-046 in which
the Department of Justice (DOJ) and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
proposed postponements. The DOJ and
the FBI later proposed 31 additional
postponements and decided not to
withdraw eight postponements the
agencies had previously considered for
withdrawal. On October 16, 2026 and
October 21, 2026, the Review Board
approved 24 of these additional
postponements and revised its decision
on one postponement. By issuing this
notice, the Review Board complies with
the Civil Rights Cold Case Records
Collection Act of 2018 that requires the
Review Board to publish in the Federal
Register its determinations on the
disclosure or postponement of records
in the Collection no more than 14 days
after the date of its decision.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Stephannie Oriabure, Chief of Staff,
Civil Rights Cold Case Records Review
Board, 1800 F Street NW, Washington,
DC 20405, (771) 221-0014, info@
coldcaserecords.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

. . e . - Review board
Incident identifier Postponement identifier decision

2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02-1650 Reject.

2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02—-1754a .... Approve.
2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02-1754b .... Approve.
2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02-1754c Approve.
2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02-1868a Approve.
2023-002-013 2024-FBI-02-1881a .... Approve.
2024-003-046 2024-D0OJ-03-0836 Reject.
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