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order to ensure that the forthcoming
public health risk assessment is
informed by public input, the Order is
being issued with a simultaneous 15-
day comment period.

This Order takes effect at 5:00 p.m.
Eastern Daylight Time on Tuesday,
November 10, 2026. For individuals
intending to travel to the United States
by air, the Order will apply to flights
departing after 4:59 p.m. Eastern
Daylight Time on Tuesday, November
10, 2026.

* * * * *

In testimony whereof, the Assistant
Secretary for Health, U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, has
hereunto set his hand at
9th day of November, 2026.

Dated:
Admiral Brian Christine, MD,

Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH) and
Head of the United States Public Health
Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps
Department of Health and Human Services

this

Public Participation

Interested persons or organizations
are invited to participate by submitting
written views, recommendations, and
data so that the public can provide
input that may inform the forthcoming
public health risk assessment and
whether any subsequent exercise of this
authority is necessary.

Please note that comments received,
including attachments and other
supporting materials, are part of the
public record and are subject to public
disclosure. Comments will be posted on
https://www.regulations.gov. Therefore,
do not include any information in your
comment or supporting materials that
you consider confidential or
inappropriate for public disclosure. If
you include your name, contact
information, or other information that
identifies you in the body of your
comments, that information will be on
public display. CDC will review all
submissions and may choose to redact,
or withhold, submissions containing
private or proprietary information such
as Social Security numbers, medical
information, inappropriate language, or
duplicate/near duplicate examples of a
mass-mail campaign. Do not submit
comments by email. CDC does not
accept comment by email.

Authority

The authority for this order is
Sections 362 and 365 of the Public

Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 265, 268),
as amended.

Brian Christine,

Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH) and
Head of the United States Public Health
Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps
Department of Health and Human Services.
[FR Doc. 2026-23114 Filed 11-12-26; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, and to allow

a second opportunity for public
comment on the notice. Interested
persons are invited to send comments
regarding the burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of
information, including the necessity and
utility of the proposed information
collection for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions, the accuracy of
the estimated burden, ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected, and the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology to
minimize the information collection
burden.

DATES: Comments on the collection(s) of
information must be received by the
OMB desk officer by December 14, 2026.
ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open

for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, please access the CMS PRA
website by copying and pasting the
following web address into your web
browser: https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Parham at (410) 786—4669.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. The term “collection of
information” is defined in 44 U.S.C.
3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3(c) and
includes agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)) requires federal agencies
to publish a 30-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension or
reinstatement of an existing collection
of information, before submitting the
collection to OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, CMS is
publishing this notice that summarizes
the following proposed collection(s) of
information for public comment.

Information Collections

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Extension of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Survey of Retail
Prices; Use: This information collection
request provides for a survey of the
average acquisition costs of all covered
outpatient drugs purchased by retail
community pharmacies. CMS may
contract with a vendor to conduct
monthly surveys of retail prices for
covered outpatient drugs. Such prices
represent a nationwide average of
consumer purchase prices, net of
discounts and rebates. The contractor
shall provide notification when a drug
product becomes generally available
and that the contract includes such
terms and conditions as the Secretary
shall specify, including a requirement
that the vendor monitor the
marketplace. CMS has developed a
National Average Drug Acquisition Cost
(NADAC) for states to consider when
developing reimbursement
methodology. The NADAC is a pricing
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benchmark that is based on the national
average costs that pharmacies pay to
acquire Medicaid covered outpatient
drugs. This pricing benchmark is based
on drug acquisition costs collected
directly from pharmacies through a
nationwide survey process. This survey
is conducted on a monthly basis to
ensure that the NADAC reference file
remains current and up to date. Form
Number: CMS—10241 (OMB control
number 0938-1041); Frequency:
Monthly; Affected Public: Private sector
(Business or other for-profits); Number
of Respondents: 72,000; Total Annual
Responses: 72,000; Total Annual Hours:
36,000. (For policy questions regarding
this collection contact: Robert Giles at
410-786—4050.)

2. Type of Information Collection
Request: Revision of a currently
approved collection; Title: Basic Health
Program (BHP) Supporting Regulations;
Use: Section 1331 of the Affordable Care
Act (ACA) gives States the option of
creating a Basic Health Program (BHP)
which is a health benefits coverage
program for low-income residents who
would otherwise be eligible to purchase
coverage through the Exchange. The
BHP gives States the ability to provide
more affordable coverage for these low-
income residents and improve
continuity of care for people whose
income fluctuates above and below
Medicaid and Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) levels. This
iteration proposes to revise the active
collection of information instruments
and (in line with sections 71301 and
71302 of the Working Families Tax Cut
legislation) remove State eligibility for
BHP funding attributable to certain non-
citizens while maintaining BHP
program eligibility for the same non-
citizens. Form Number: CMS-10510
(OMB control number: 0938—-1218);
Frequency: Monthly and annually;
Affected Public: State, Local or Tribal
Government; Number of Respondents: 4;
Number of Responses: 55; Total Annual
Hours: 7,744. (For policy questions
regarding this collection contact Carrie
Grubert 410-786—-8319.)

William N. Parham, III,

Director, Division of Information Collections
and Regulatory Impacts, Office of Strategic
Operations and Regulatory Affairs.

[FR Doc. 2026-23119 Filed 11-12-26; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) is announcing
an opportunity for the public to
comment on CMS’ intention to collect
information from the public. Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), federal agencies are required to
publish notice in the Federal Register
concerning each proposed collection of
information, including each proposed
extension or reinstatement of an existing
collection of information, and to allow

a second opportunity for public
comment on the notice. Interested
persons are invited to send comments
regarding the burden estimate or any
other aspect of this collection of
information, including the necessity and
utility of the proposed information
collection for the proper performance of
the agency’s functions, the accuracy of
the estimated burden, ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected, and the use
of automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology to
minimize the information collection
burden.

DATES: Comments on the collection(s) of
information must be received by the
OMB desk officer by December 14, 2026.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAMain. Find this particular
information collection by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

To obtain copies of a supporting
statement and any related forms for the
proposed collection(s) summarized in
this notice, please access the CMS PRA
website by copying and pasting the
following web address into your web
browser: https://www.cms.gov/
Regulations-and-Guidance/Legislation/
PaperworkReductionActof1995/PRA-
Listing.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
William Parham at (410) 786—4669.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA)
(44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), federal agencies
must obtain approval from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for each
collection of information they conduct
or sponsor. The term “‘collection of
information” is defined in 44 U.S.C.
3502(3) and 5 CFR 1320.3(c) and
includes agency requests or
requirements that members of the public
submit reports, keep records, or provide
information to a third party. Section
3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)) requires federal agencies
to publish a 30-day notice in the
Federal Register concerning each
proposed collection of information,
including each proposed extension or
reinstatement of an existing collection
of information, before submitting the
collection to OMB for approval. To
comply with this requirement, CMS is
publishing this notice that summarizes
the following proposed collection(s) of
information for public comment.

Information Collections

1. Type of Information Collection
Request: Revision of a currently
approved collection; Title of
Information Collection: Electronic
Funds Transfer Authorization
Agreement; Use: Section 1815(a) of the
Social Security Act provides the
authority for the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to pay providers/
suppliers of Medicare services at such
time or times as the Secretary
determines appropriate (but no less
frequently than monthly). Under
Medicare, CMS, acting for the Secretary,
contracts with Fiscal Intermediaries and
Carriers to pay claims submitted by
providers/suppliers who furnish
services to Medicare beneficiaries.
Under CMS’ payment policy, Medicare
providers/suppliers have the option of
receiving payments electronically. The
collection and verification of this
information via Form CMS-588 protects
our beneficiaries from illegitimate
health care providers/suppliers. These
procedures also protect the Medicare
Trust Funds against fraud. Form
Number: CMS-588 (OMB control
number: 0938-0626); Frequency:
Occasionally; Affected Public: Business
or other for-profit and Not-for-profit
institutions; Number of Respondents:
59,662; Total Annual Responses:
59,662; Total Annual Hours: 41,293.
(For policy questions regarding this
collection contact Alisha Sanders at
410-786—0671.)
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