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Presidential Documents

Title 3—

The President

Proclamation 10735 of April 30, 2024

Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Her-
itage Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

This month, we celebrate the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific
Islander (AA and NHPI) communities, whose ingenuity, grit, and persever-
ance have pushed our great American experiment forward.

From Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders whose ancestors have called
their lands home for hundreds of years to Asian immigrants who have
newly arrived and those whose families have been here for generations—
AA and NHPI heritage has long been a part of the history of our great
country and a defining force in the soul of our Nation. As artists and
journalists, doctors and engineers, business and community leaders, and
so much more, AA and NHPI peoples have shaped the very fabric of our
Nation and opened up new possibilities for all of us. I am proud that
they serve at the highest levels of my Administration, including Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris, Ambassador Katherine Tai, Acting Secretary of Labor
Julie Su, and Director of the White House Office of Science and Technology
Policy Arati Prabhakar, who make this country a better place each and
every day. This year, we are also celebrating the 25th anniversary of the
White House Initiative and President’s Advisory Commission on Asian Amer-
icans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders, who work across government
to advance equity, opportunity, and justice for AA and NHPI communities.

I have always believed that diversity is our Nation’s greatest strength. That
is why I launched the first-ever National Strategy to Advance Equity, Justice,
and Opportunity for AA and NHPI Communities. This strategy works to
harness the full potential of these communities—from combating anti-Asian
hate to making government services accessible in more languages. To ensure
the legacies of AA and NHPI peoples are properly honored in the story
of America, I signed historic legislation that will bring us closer to a National
Museum of Asian Pacific American History and Culture. I also issued a
Presidential Memorandum to consider expanding protections for the Pacific
Remote Islands to conserve this unique area’s significant natural and cultural
resources and honor the traditional practices and ancestral pathways of
Pacific Island voyagers, and I signed the Amache National Historic Site
Act to establish a memorial honoring the 10,000 Japanese Americans who
were unjustly incarcerated there during World War II. Throughout my time
in office, the First Lady and I have hosted celebrations at the White House
that highlight the incredible diversity of AA and NHPI communities, like
Diwali and the first-ever White House Lunar New Year celebration. This
year, to ensure that the full diversity of AA and NHPI communities is
seen and valued as new policy is being made, we updated the Federal
Government’s standards for collecting data on race and ethnicity for the
first time in over 25 years.
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Meanwhile, we are creating new opportunities for AA and NHPI communities
by building an economy that works for everyone, including investing in
AA and NHPI small businesses and entrepreneurs. Since I took office, the
Small Business Administration provided over $22 billion in loans to AA
and NHPI entrepreneurs. We have seen the results: During my Administra-
tion, we achieved the highest Asian American employment and entrepreneur-

ship rates in over a decade.

Last year, the First Lady and I witnessed the absolute courage of the Native
Hawaiian people and Hawaii’s Asian American and Pacific Islander commu-
nities when we visited Maui in the wake of the devastating fires. The
destruction upended so many lives, and yet the community showed up
ready to help rebuild stronger than before. My Administration has their
backs—we are committed to making sure Maui has everything the Federal
Government can offer to heal and build back better and as fast as possible.
Throughout these efforts, we remain focused on rebuilding the way the
people of Maui want to build by respecting sacred lands, cultures, and

traditions.

Racism, harassment, and hate crimes against people of AA and NHPI heritage
also persist—a tragic reminder that hate never goes away; it only hides.
Hate must have no safe harbor in America—that is why I signed the bipartisan
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, which makes it easier for Americans to report
hate crimes, and I also hosted the first-ever White House summit against
hate-fueled violence. We are also working to address the scourge of gun
violence, which takes the lives of too many AA and NHPI loved ones.
I signed the most significant gun safety law in nearly 30 years. My Adminis-
tration has taken actions to expand background checks and fund efforts
to strengthen red flag laws to keep Americans out of harm’s way. There
is still so much to do, and I continue to urge the Congress to ban assault

weapons and high-capacity magazines.

Our Nation was founded on the idea that we are all created equal and
deserve to be treated equally throughout our lives. We have never fully
realized this promise, but we have never fully walked away from it either.
As we celebrate the historic accomplishments of AA and NHPIs across
our Nation, we promise we will never stop working to form a more perfect

Union.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Heritage Month. I call
upon all Americans to learn more about the histories of the AA and NHPI
community and to observe this month with appropriate programs and activi-

ties.
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IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-

e

[FR Doc. 2024—-09808
Filed 5-2-24; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3395-F4-P
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Proclamation 10736 of April 30, 2024

Jewish American Heritage Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

For centuries, the perseverance, hope, and unshakeable faith of the Jewish
people have inspired people around the world. During Jewish American
Heritage Month, we celebrate the immeasurable impact of Jewish values,
contributions, and culture on our Nation’s character and recommit to realizing
the promise of America for all Jewish Americans.

In 1654, a small band of 23 Jewish refugees fled persecution abroad and
sailed into the port of modern-day New York City. They fought for religious
freedom, helping define one of the bedrock principles upon which our
Nation was built. Jewish American culture has been inextricably woven
into the fabric of our country. Jewish American suffragists, activists, and
leaders marched for civil rights, women’s rights, and voting rights. Jewish
American scientists, doctors, and engineers have made scientific break-
throughs that define America as a land of possibilities. They have served
our Nation in uniform, on the Nation’s highest courts, and at the highest
levels of my Administration. As public servants, artists, entertainers, journal-
ists, and poets, they have helped write the story of America, making it—
as Emma Lazarus’ poem on the Statue of Liberty states—a home for the
“huddled masses yearning to breathe free.”

As we celebrate the Jewish American community’s contributions this month,
we also honor their resilience in the face of a long and painful history
of persecution. Hamas’ brutal terrorist attack on October 7th against Israel
marked the deadliest day for Jews since the Holocaust, resurfacing, including
here in the United States, painful scars from millennia of antisemitism
and genocide of Jewish people. Jews across the country and around the
world are still coping with the trauma and horror of that day and the
months since. Our hearts are with all the victims, survivors, families, and
friends whose loved ones were killed, wounded, displaced, or taken hostage—
including women and girls whom Hamas has subjected to appalling acts
of rape and sexual violence.

As I said after Hamas’ terror attack, my commitment to the safety of the
Jewish people, the security of Israel, and its right to exist as an independent
Jewish state is ironclad. The recent attack by Iran, firing a barrage of hundreds
of missiles and drones at Israel, reminds us of the existential threats that
Israel faces by adversaries that want nothing less than to wipe it off the
map. Together with our allies and partners, the United States defended
Israel, and we helped defeat this attack.

At the same time, my Administration is working around the clock to free
the hostages who have been held by Hamas for over half a year; as I
have said to their families, we will not rest until we bring them home.
We are also leading international efforts to deliver urgently needed humani-
tarian aid to Gaza and an immediate ceasefire as part of a deal that releases
hostages and lays the groundwork for an enduring two-state solution.

Here at home, too many Jews live with deep pain and fear from the ferocious
surge of antisemitism—in our communities; at schools, places of worship,
and colleges; and across social media. These acts are despicable and echo
the worst chapters of human history. They remind us that hate never goes
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[FR Doc. 2024-09813
Filed 5-2-24; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3395-F4-P

away—it only hides until it is given oxygen. It is our shared moral responsi-
bility to forcefully stand up to antisemitism and to make clear that hate
can have no safe harbor in America.

That is why I released the first-ever United States National Strategy to
Counter Antisemitism and clarified the civil rights protections for Jews
under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. In addition, the Department
of Education has launched investigations into antisemitism on college cam-
puses, the Department of Justice is investigating and prosecuting hate crimes,
and the Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation are focused on enhancing security in Jewish communities. We also
secured the largest increase in funding ever for the physical security of
nonprofits like synagogues, Jewish Community Centers, and Jewish schools.
I appointed Deborah Lipstadt, a Holocaust expert, as the first-ever Ambas-
sador-level Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism. Together,
we are sending the message that, in America, evil will not win. Hate will
not prevail. The venom and violence of antisemitism will not be the story
of our time.

This Jewish American Heritage Month, we honor Jewish Americans, who
have never given up on the promise of our Nation. We celebrate the contribu-
tions, culture, and values that they have passed down from generation
to generation and that have shaped who we are as Americans. We remember
that the power lies within each of us to rise together against hate, to
see each other as fellow human beings, and to ensure that the Jewish
community is afforded the safety, security, and dignity they deserve as
they continue to shine their light in America and around the world.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Jewish
American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to learn more about
the heritage and contributions of Jewish Americans and to observe this
month with appropriate programs, activities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10737 of April 30, 2024

National Building Safety Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

During National Building Safety Month, we thank the engineers, construction
workers, trades unions, building inspectors, and other building professionals,
who make our buildings stronger, more sustainable, and more resilient.

Building codes help to keep us all safe at home, at work, and in our
communities. But two in three communities have not yet adopted the latest
building codes, leaving them more vulnerable to fires, floods, and storms,
which pose a growing threat in the face of climate change. There is so
much we can do to change that by investing in housing, infrastructure,

and code enforcement to prevent accidents and protect our families.

Today, a record 1.7 million new housing units are under construction nation-
wide, and my Budget has a plan to build 2 million more affordable homes,
boosting supply and bringing down costs for families. My Administration
is making the most significant investment in generations in our Nation’s
infrastructure while working to remove poisonous lead pipes from every
home and school in America so that every child can turn on the faucet
and drink clean water. We are modernizing our power grid and investing
in energy-efficient buildings and homes so that when disasters hit, the
lights stay on. We are weatherizing homes so that families are safe and
comfortable inside during extreme heat or cold, storms, and other extreme
weather and pay less for utilities. For all of these Federal projects, we
are making sure that construction materials are safe, environmentally friendly,

high quality, and made in America.

I am calling on the Congress to pass legislation that would provide tax
credits for first-time homebuyers and fortify housing to be safe from extreme

weather and climate change and built to last.

At the same time, we are making the most significant investment in fighting
climate change in history—providing tax credits so folks can make their
homes more energy efficient and affordable while also ensuring that the
clean energy industries of the future are being built here at home. We
are working to dedicate 40 percent of the overall benefits of certain Federal
investments in our sustainable housing, clean energy, and building safety
projects to disadvantaged communities that have borne the brunt of economic
disinvestment for too long so they can be stronger and more resilient in

the face of a changing climate.

To make sure all of these new projects are safe, my Administration launched
the National Initiative to Advance Building Codes and is investing over
$1 billion to help thousands of communities adopt modern building codes
to strengthen their housing and communities from risk. The Department
of Housing and Urban Development is working to ensure federally funded
housing is safe from flooding through safer flood standards. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency is helping communities devastated by floods,
fires, tornadoes, and hurricanes to rebuild more safely by incentivizing the
adoption of modern building codes. For every dollar invested in sturdier
new buildings that meet modern codes, it saves 11 times that in avoided

disaster repair and recovery costs down the line.
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Every American has a part to play in keeping their homes safe and secure
and building a more resilient Nation. You can start by changing the batteries
in your smoke alarms regularly and ensuring you have backup power for
your critical appliances. Get rid of mold and pests to avoid health issues.
If wildfires are a concern where you live, clear leaves and debris from
around your community and home to reduce the risk of fires. If you plan
to renovate, make sure you follow local home improvement requirements
or get expert advice and quality work from a professional contractor who
honors those codes.

Today, America is in the midst of a great national comeback. Our economy
is strong, and we are building a future of possibilities, investing in our
infrastructure, our communities, and our people. That is what America
is all about. This month, we recommit to the work of keeping our Nation’s
buildings safe and built to last for generations to come.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as National
Building Safety Month. I encourage citizens, government agencies, businesses,
nonprofits, and other interested groups to join in activities that raise aware-
ness about building safety. I also call on all Americans to learn more about
how they can contribute to building safety at home, at work, and in their
communities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10738 of April 30, 2024

National Foster Care Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

The nearly 370,000 children in foster care deserve to grow up in safe
and loving homes that help them reach their full potential. During National
Foster Care Month, we share our gratitude for the foster parents who show
foster youth unconditional love and the biological parents who work hard
to reunite with their children despite difficult circumstances. We thank
all the dedicated staff and volunteers who help foster youth find temporary
and permanent homes. We commend the immeasurable courage of kids
in foster care, who truly represent the best of our American spirit.

No young person should have to face the challenges that foster youth endure.
The trauma they experience, including being separated from their biological
families at a young age, can leave lasting emotional, mental, and physical
scars that take a toll on their adult lives. Too often, it is children of
color who bear the brunt of this toll: One in nine Black children and
one in seven Native American children have been in foster care. Our Nation
has a moral responsibility to ensure all our children are taken care of,
especially our foster youth.

That begins with giving families the support and resources they need to
provide for their children. The Child Tax Credit I championed during the
pandemic cut taxes for millions and cut child poverty in half—the lowest
rate ever. It gave families some breathing room, making sure they had
the funds they needed to provide for their children. Ensuring families have
access to support and resources is so important, especially because poverty
can lead to unnecessary interventions that remove children from their homes.
My Administration has also invested hundreds of millions of dollars in
expanding and improving neglect prevention and child protective services.

At the same time, we are prioritizing helping the children and youth already
in the foster care system find supportive and caring temporary and permanent
homes. Relative and kinship caregivers take care of one-third of all children
in the foster care system. That is why I have called to make adoption
and legal guardianship more affordable for those caregivers by making the
adoption tax credit fully refundable and extending it to legal guardians—
including grandparents, aunts, uncles, and other relatives. For biological
parents who want to safely reunite with their children, we are working
to ensure that they have access to legal representation, which is critical
for navigating the child welfare system.

To ensure every capable, loving family has the opportunity to foster, I
signed an Executive Order that removed barriers making it harder for
LGBTQI+ families to foster and adopt. We are also making sure that the
30 percent of all foster youth who identify as LGBTQI+ are placed in
environments that love and support them for who they are.

There is still so much to do to ensure our foster youth are set up for
success in their adult lives. That is why I proposed providing $9 billion
to establish a housing voucher program for all 20,000 youths aging out
of foster care every year, giving them the security to begin adulthood. I
have also called for over $2 billion to help youth aging out of foster care
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find a job, enroll in and afford higher education, obtain basic necessities,
and access preventative health care.

Throughout my life, I have had the honor of meeting incredible young
people who grew up in foster care with wonderful foster parents, who
loved them unconditionally. This month, we affirm to foster youth across
America that we have their backs, and we recommit to supporting both
foster and biological parents in creating safe and loving homes.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as National
Foster Care Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month by
reaching out in their neighborhoods and communities to the children and
youth in foster care and their families, to those at risk of entering foster
care, and to kin families and other caregivers.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10739 of April 30, 2024

National Mental Health Awareness Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

During National Mental Health Awareness Month, we recognize the bravery
and resilience of the tens of millions of Americans living with mental
health conditions, and we show our gratitude for the dedicated mental
health professionals and devoted loved ones who stand by them every
step of the way. Mental health care is health care, and my Administration
will ensure that every American has the care they need to thrive—we have
your back.

Being able to get health care when you need it is essential to living a
full, productive, and healthy life—that goes for mental health care too.
Mental health care can help people find joy and purpose; ensuring they
have access to the care they need is about dignity. But for millions of
Americans, mental health care is out of reach. In 2020, less than half
of all adults with a mental illness diagnosis received care for it. It is
worse for kids—nearly 70 percent of children who need mental health
care cannot get it. Imagine being a parent searching for a way to help
their child but never finding it, no matter how hard they look. This is
an all-too-common experience as many Americans face mental health chal-
lenges: Two in five adults report experiencing anxiety or depression, and
suicide is a leading cause of death among young people. We know that
mental health treatment works, but we need to make it more accessible
and affordable for all Americans.

That is why, as President, I have taken steps to dramatically expand access
to mental health care in America. I signed the Bipartisan Safer Communities
Act—the largest investment in youth mental health ever, and we are investing
$1 billion of that funding to help schools across the country hire and
train new mental health counselors. We also added more than 140 Certified
Community Behavioral Health Clinics across the Nation, which serve every-
one regardless of their ability to pay and provide a range of services, including
24-hour crisis support. We launched 988, the Nationwide Suicide and Crisis
Lifeline, which anyone can call, text, or chat to be connected to a trained
crisis counselor. Further, my Administration developed new resources to
support the mental health and resilience of frontline workers; expanded
Medicare coverage to include additional substance use disorder services
and expand mental health services; made it easier for schools to leverage
Medicaid to deliver mental health care to millions of children and youth;
and invested in mental health programs that help service members and
veterans as well as their families, caregivers, and survivors.

We are also working to ensure full mental health parity so that mental
health care is covered the same as physical health care. We have proposed
requiring health insurance plans to identify the gaps in the mental health
care they provide, and if they find they are not covering mental health
care on par with physical health care, to make changes to fix it. Finally,
we are taking action to ensure that State and local government employees
have the same mental health parity protections as millions of other Americans
who get health insurance from their jobs, which is why we are working
to close loopholes so these dedicated public servants can more easily access
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the mental health care they need with fewer limits on care and lower
co-pays.

At the same time, my Administration is working to end the opioid and
overdose epidemic by cracking down on fentanyl trafficking and increasing
public health efforts to save lives. This month, we celebrate the absolute
courage of the Americans in recovery and reaffirm our commitment to care
for those suffering.

My Administration will also keep fighting to end the youth mental health
crisis—and that means addressing social media’s contributions to it. I con-
tinue to call on the Congress to restrict the personal data that companies
collect, ban advertising that targets minors, and take action to ensure that
social media platforms prioritize the health and safety of our Nation’s chil-
dren.

Each one of us has a role to play in changing the narrative and ending
the stigmatization of mental health issues. We can start by showing compas-
sion so everyone feels free to ask for help and learning the warning signs
of emotional distress and suicide. If you are facing a crisis, dial 988 to
reach the National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline. If you are a new or expecting
mother, you can call 1-833—TLC-MAMA for confidential advice on mental
health from a professional. If you are feeling overwhelmed or just need
someone to talk to, ask your health care provider, contact the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s National Helpline at
1-800-662-HELP, or visit FindSupport.gov. To anyone struggling with men-
tal health, know that you are not alone. As Americans, we have a duty
of care to reach out to one another and leave no one behind. We are
all in this together.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as National
Mental Health Awareness Month. I call upon citizens, government agencies,
private businesses, nonprofit organizations, and other groups to join in activi-
ties and take action to strengthen the mental health of our communities
and our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10740 of April 30, 2024

National Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Sports and physical fitness reflect the best of the American spirit: hard
work, collaboration, and big dreams. Some of my favorite memories and
most enduring values come from the time I spent playing football as a
kid. But you do not have to compete in organized sports to benefit from
physical activity—being active in any way helps to improve your health,
clear your mind, and make our Nation stronger. During National Physical
Fitness and Sports Month, we commit to doing more to help give every
American the opportunity to exercise and live a healthy life.

Whether doing yard work, walking to the store, going on a run with a
friend, or playing basketball in the park, exercise makes us healthier and
stronger. Exercise lowers the risk of heart disease, diabetes, stroke, certain
cancers, and more; and it increases quality of life. It boosts mental health,
easing depression and anxiety while improving memory and sleep. It helps
young people build lasting friendships—teaching key lessons about dis-
cipline, teamwork, and winning and losing and preparing them to be leaders.

But not everyone has that same chance. Today, less than half of all Americans
live within a half-mile of a park. Tens of millions of children do not
have access to a playground within a 10-minute walk of their home. Cash-
strapped schools are too often cutting physical education programs. Youth
sports leagues can be expensive, leaving too many kids with few options.
The United States of America can do better.

My Administration has kept that in mind from the start. We are making
the biggest investment in infrastructure in generations, including $800 million
to make sidewalks and crosswalks across the Nation safer for people to
walk, run, bike, and skate. I signed the biggest investment in fighting climate
change ever—protecting and restoring our great outdoors, which offer so
many cherished recreational activities. We are providing over $300 million
to help cities and towns build new parks and expand opportunities for
outdoor recreation. To make National Parks more accessible to Americans,
I signed legislation that made National Park entry free for our veterans
and members of our Gold Star Families. We are also working to repair
the bridges and roads that lead to our National Parks so more families
can visit these natural treasures.

At the same time, I convened the first White House Conference on Hunger,
Nutrition, and Health in a half-century, releasing a national strategy to
end hunger and, among other things, make it easier for Americans to exercise.
Since then, 14 major sports leagues and players associations have signed
agreements with my Council on Sports, Fitness, and Nutrition to expand
access to physical activity, integrate messaging and education about nutrition,
and promote healthy lifestyles to the millions of people who engage with
their programs every year. My Administration galvanized nearly $10 billion
from companies, non-profits, and other stakeholders to meet that goal—
helping with everything from making youth sports more affordable to taking
children on trips to national parks. Meanwhile, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention is working with local governments, schools, and
community organizations to get 27 million Americans more active by 2027



36664 Federal Register/Vol. 89, No. 87/Friday, May 3, 2024 /Presidential Documents

[FR Doc. 2024-09820
Filed 5—2—24; 8:45 am]
Billing code 3395-F4-P

by working with communities to implement evidence-based strategies for
increasing physical activity across various sectors and settings. The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ “Move Your Way” campaign launched
a website with a tool that helps you build an exercise plan—go to health.gov/
moveyourway.

We can all come together, feel better, and live longer if we stay active,
exercise, and keep moving. It makes us healthier, and that is good for
our families, our economy, and our Nation. This month, I encourage all
Americans to do more—walk to the store, join a local sports team, sign
up for a class or a race, and get out and enjoy the natural wonders of
America. I will keep working to make sure everyone has the same fair
shot to do so.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as National
Physical Fitness and Sports Month. I call upon the people of the United
States to make daily physical activity a priority, to support efforts to increase
access to sports opportunities in their communities, and to pursue physical
fitness as an essential part of healthy living.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10741 of April 30, 2024

Older Americans Month, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Older Americans have worked their whole lives to achieve the American
Dream for their families and communities, making our Nation stronger and
building a future of possibilities for new generations. This month, we cele-
brate their immense contributions to our country and stand firm in our
efforts to ensure that every American can age with the dignity and financial
security that they deserve.

Sixty years ago, a third of older Americans still lived in poverty, and
close to half had no health insurance. Over the years, Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid helped to change that. Today, they are lifelines
for tens of millions of Americans and proof of what government can do
to transform lives for the better. I will always fight to protect and strengthen
these programs. Folks have paid into Social Security and Medicare from
their very first paychecks; the benefits of these programs belong to the
American people. It is a sacred trust that people rely on. That is why
I have proposed strengthening Social Security—not cutting it as others have
suggested—by asking the highest-income Americans to pay their fair share.
My new Budget would also extend the life of the Medicare Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund indefinitely to protect the crucial health insurance that nearly
67 million Americans today rely on. At the same time, we are cracking
down on so-called junk fees on retirement savings to ensure financial advisors
give advice that is in your best interest rather than theirs, protecting the
savings you have worked for your whole life.

Across the board, we are also working to cut the cost of health insurance
and prescription drugs to give folks a little more breathing room. After
years of others trying, we finally beat Big Pharma, giving Medicare the
power to negotiate lower drug prices as the Department of Veterans Affairs
has done for years. Our Inflation Reduction Act also caps the cost of insulin
for people on Medicare at $35 per month, down from as much as $400
per month. Next year, it will cap out-of-pocket prescription drug costs for
seniors on Medicare at $2,000 per year, even for expensive drugs that cost
many times that. We have also expanded the range of services that people
on Medicare have access to, including dental, mental health, and nutritional
health services. Additionally, following an Executive Order I signed, hearing
aids are now available over the counter, so millions of people with hearing
loss can now buy them at a store or online without a prescription, saving
up to $3,000 per pair.

Folks who have spent their whole lives building a community deserve
to live, work, and participate in that community as long as they would
like. That is why my Administration is also making historic investments
in home care. The American Rescue Plan delivered $37 billion to help
States strengthen their Medicaid home care programs by recruiting, training,
and paying more home care workers and providing counseling, training,
and support to family caregivers. Last year, I signed the Executive Order
on Increasing Access to High-Quality Care and Supporting Caregivers, the
most comprehensive set of executive actions in history for improving care
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for hardworking families. My new Budget would significantly expand Med-
icaid home care services to reduce the long waiting list and empower more
folks to continue full lives in their communities. We made sure home
care workers are getting a bigger share of Medicaid payments and nursing
homes have enough staff to guarantee every resident the safe, healthy, caring
environment they deserve. Further, we’re making groundbreaking investments
in the fight to end cancer and other deadly diseases as we know it, reminding
us that our country can do big things when we work together.

There is still so much we can do to support our seniors. I have also
called to strengthen the Earned Income Tax Credit for low-paid workers
who are not raising children in their homes—saving Americans, including
our Nation’s older workers, an average of $800 on their taxes. My new
Budget requests funding to extend my Administration’s Affordable
Connectivity Program, which has made internet more affordable for 4 million
seniors.

Older Americans are the backbone of our Nation. They have built the founda-
tion that we all stand upon today, guided by the core values that define
America—freedom, equality, decency, and opportunity. Their work has
helped prove that our Nation can do big things when we come together.
Now, it is up to all of us to build a future on those same values—a future
where we defend democracy instead of diminish it, safeguard our freedoms,
invest in communities that have too often been left behind, and deliver
for older Americans while ensuring the people they love will be taken
care of for generations to come.

This month, we celebrate older Americans’ contributions by recommitting
to those ideals and defending everyone’s right to live full lives with dignity
and respect. We will always have their backs.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2024 as Older
Americans Month. This month and beyond, I call upon all Americans to
celebrate older adults for their contributions, support their independence,
and recognize their unparalleled value to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-
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Proclamation 10742 of April 30, 2024

Law Day, U.S.A., 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Over two centuries ago, our Founding Fathers created the United States
of America based on an idea: We are all created equal and deserve to
be treated equally throughout our lives. Ours would be a government by
and for the people, enshrining in our Constitution, over time, the right
to vote and to have that vote counted—the threshold of our liberty and
democracy. On Law Day, we recommit to protecting this Constitutional
right. We reflect on the enduring power of “We the People.” We rededicate
ourselves to the ongoing pursuit of perfecting our Union.

Right now, we face a rare moment in the history of our Union: Freedom
is under attack at home and abroad, at the very same time. Overseas, Russia
is continuing its brutal assault against Ukraine’s sovereignty, attempting
to sow chaos throughout Europe and beyond. Here at home, our democracy
is facing threats from waves of States that have proposed dozens of anti-
voting laws to suppress the will of the people—reflecting the same dark
motivations of the violent mob that stormed the Capitol 3 years ago in
an effort to overturn a free and fair election.

Simply put: We are in a battle for the soul of our Nation—between those
who want to pull America back to the past and those who want to move
America into the future.

I am determined to move our Nation forward to build a future based on
equality, decency, and dignity. In this country, that effort begins and ends
with the ballot box. That is why I signed an Executive Order that promotes
access to voting—from making vote.gov available in 12 languages to providing
voter registration services at naturalization ceremonies for our Nation’s new-
est citizens. I also signed into law the Electoral Count Reform Act, which
establishes clear guidelines for certifying and counting electoral votes so
no mob can again believe that, through violence, it can suppress the will
of the people. The Department of Justice has doubled its voting rights
staff, increasing their capacity to hold people accountable for voter suppres-
sion. Further, the Department is promoting equal access to justice to help
every American have access to quality legal aid. I continue to call on
the Congress to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act and
the Freedom to Vote Act. Passing these laws would mean the Department
can take action against discriminatory voting laws before they go into effect.
It is critical to fully secure the right to vote in every State.

We also have to make sure every voice in America has an opportunity
to be heard because diversity is our Nation’s greatest strength. That is
why I signed the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act into law, which helps State
and local law enforcement better track and identify hate crimes. My Adminis-
tration also convened the first-ever White House summit on combating hate-
fueled violence, working with community leaders across the country to
ensure hate has no safe harbor in America.

At the same time, we are committed to defending freedom around the
world. The United States has brought together a coalition of more than
50 nations to support the brave people of Ukraine as they defend themselves
and their sovereignty against Russia’s vicious onslaught. We unified NATO—
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the greatest military alliance in the history of the world—and have continued
to defend liberty, democracy, and the rule of law. Together, we have made
it clear that the United States stands up for freedom. We stand strong
with our allies. We bow down to no one—certainly not Vladimir Putin.

America can and should be a Nation that defends democracy, protects our
rights and freedoms, and pioneers a future of possibilities for all Americans.
History and common sense show us that this can only come to pass in
a democracy, and we must be its keepers. Democracy begins with and
will be preserved by “We the People,” in habits of the heart and in our
character; in optimism that is tested yet endures; in courage that digs deep
when we need it; and in the willingness to see each other not as enemies
but as fellow Americans. This Law Day, U.S.A., may we recommit to pro-
tecting every American’s right to vote as we build a Union that is free
and fair, just and strong, and noble and whole.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., President of the United States
of America, in accordance with Public Law 87-20, as amended, do hereby
proclaim May 1, 2024, as Law Day, U.S.A. I call upon all Americans to
acknowledge the importance of our Nation’s legal and judicial systems with
appropriate ceremonies and activities and to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day
of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand twenty-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and forty-

s



Federal Register/Vol. 89, No. 87/Friday, May 3, 2024 /Presidential Documents 36669

Presidential Documents

Proclamation 10743 of April 30, 2024

Loyalty Day, 2024

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

America is home to people from every place on Earth, some whose ancestors
have been here for thousands of years and others who have only just arrived.
We all came from somewhere, but we are all American—loyal not to a
person or a place but to an idea: We are all created equal and deserve
to be treated equally throughout our lives. This idea is our Nation’s North
Star. While we have never fully lived up to it, we have never stopped
pursuing it. This Loyalty Day, we promise to always keep fighting for a
more perfect Union.

Our Nation’s North Star guided us through historic challenges to Nation-
defining triumphs. Through abolition, the Civil War, women’s suffrage, the
Great Depression, World Wars, and the Civil Rights Movement, the idea
of America animated our many movements and gave us hope for a better
future. Today, that light—that promise—still shines brightly as we build
an America that is more prosperous, free, and just.

Now more than ever, we must stay loyal to our North Star and the founding
values that are the bedrock of this Nation. In the face of forces that want
to pull America back into the past, we must honor our Constitution and
uphold the rule of law. We must respect free and fair elections and honor
the will of the people. We must reject violence as a political tool and
stamp out hate, giving it no safe harbor in America. We must open the
doors of opportunity wider for everyone and remember that diversity is
our greatest strength. We must respect the dignity and integrity of our
service members, who put their lives on the line for our flag. We must
believe in honesty, decency, and respect for others as well as patriotism,
justice for all, and possibilities.

Today, we also recognize the men and women across the country who
have protected and defended our Nation. We owe a debt of gratitude to
our brave service members and veterans along with their families, caregivers,
and survivors, who have sacrificed so much to defend our democracy around
the globe. We thank all the courageous first responders who protect our
communities, the diplomats who support and protect American citizens
abroad, and all the hardworking Americans who are the engines of our
economy and strengthen our Nation.

This Loyalty Day, we recognize that nothing about our democracy is guaran-
teed—we must defend it, protect it, and stand up for it. Our democracy
began and will be preserved in ‘“We the People,” in the habits of our
hearts, and in our character—in an optimism that is tested yet endures,
a courage that digs deep when we need it, an